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liiofs in London.— Firmness of their 3fajesties. — Birth 
of Prince Alfred. — Arrival of Prince William-Henry, 
— Parting Scene hetxoeeji the two eldest Princes . — 
Social Esteem.— Prince of Wales declared of Age. — Re- 
joicings on that Event. — Purchase of Kew. — Character 
of the Queen. — Anecdote of Princess Mary, — Celebra-. 
iion iOf Her Majesty's Birth-day in .1782.— Death 
of Prince Alfred. — Arrival of thePrince of Meck- 
.. .lenhurg, — Story of Edward and Egwina, 

The dreadful riots which laid a gi'eat part of the 
capital in ashes j and struck terror through the na- 
tion, in the summer of 1780, broke out while their 
majesties were at Buckingham House, for the cele- 
bration of the birth-day. But, while the magistracy 
shrunk from their duty, and even the ministers of 
state appeared panic-struck, the King acted with 
becoming coolness and energy. The Queen also^ 
though in a state of pregnancy, remained a,t her pa- 
lace, when the ladies of the court were hurrying but 
of town with their jewels. His Majesty sat up two 
nights with the Guards, in the riding-house, which 
he only left at intervals to give information to the 
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Queen, and to inspire her with coilfidcnce. lo tlii^ 
resolution of the moftarch, the metropolis was in- 
debted for its deliverance; for, having called a coun- 
cil to consider the question, whether the military* 
could be authcfrized in dispersing the mob without 
the previous form of reading the rioUact, the King 
alone decided the point by signing an order to that 
purpose. In consequence of this prompt measure, 
Lord Amherst proceeded vigorously against the 
rioters j and thus, in a short space, order U'as re- 
stored. 

After these disgraceful scenes^ their niajcstics re- 
moved to Windsor Lodge, uherc the Queen, on tlie 
twenty-second of September, being the anniversaty 
of the coronation, uas delivered of a son, who was 
baptized on tlic second of the following month, at 
St. James’s, by the nam^f Alfred, the two elder' 
princes standing as godfatlicrs, artd the princess- 
royal as godmotlicr. 

On the twenty-sixth of December, the royal fa- 
mily were gratified by the safe arrival of Prince 
William-Henry from the fleet; but this pleasure 
Was damjKxl in some mcosurc, fourth) « aftenvards 
l)y the departure of his brother Frederick for Ger- 
many, where his ro^'al liighness intended to con- 
tinue some years, for the completion of his military 
studies. The parting scene at liuckingham Housv'' 
was represented as a very moving one : the King* 
and Que^n ri;cd tears on taking lca\c of a favoiirit* 
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&on; 'and the Prince of Wales, in particular, was so 
tnuch concerned at being ;deprived, for a long pe- 
riod, of the sole companion of his youth, that, he 
was several minutes unable' to speak.' This sensi-- 
bility was not more indicative of innate goodness of 
heart than it was an evidence of the eare that had 
been taken by their majesties to cultivate in the 
royal progeny a constant regard to the^ social af^ 
fections. Indeed, such was the attention paid to 
this essential consideration, that nothing like warmth 
of temper^ or the quick expression of resentment, 
was ever suffered in the royal presence. Both the 
King, and Queen, on all occasion Sj preserved the 
utmost equanimity themselves ; and whenever either 
of them happened to be offended^ it was , seen at 
once by a certain gravity of manner, and not dis- 
covered by an asperity of language. Hence, all the 
children acquired a similar spirit of self-command ; 
endj what was of equal moment, they learnt from 
parental example to cherish for each other that 
esteem which has been the general characteristic of 
the family through life. 

On the' first of January, 178I, his royal highness 
the Prince. of Wales was declared to be of age, and 
as such, he appeared at court, which was much 
crowded in consequence : but more so on Her 
jesty’s . birth-day, when the assemblage of fash:--~ 
was splendid beyond what had been seen there-' 
.*yveral years. In honour of the same circuit?— ^ 
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the Queen, a month afterwards, gave a ball and sup- 
per at her palace, under the immediate direction of 
the Earl of Aylesbury, recently appointed chamber- 
lain of the household. The evening’s entertain- 
ment was preceded by a concert, at which were 
present, besides their majesties and the royal family, 
a select party, only of the nobility. At .ten o’clock 
the company assembled, proceeded to thc''ball-room, 
wiiich was nearly filled by persons of fashion, and 
a little after twelve ' the whole retired to supper in 
another room, where three tables were laid. At 
the first sat the King, the Queen, ladies of the bed- 
chamber, the master of the horse, the lord cham- 
berlain, and some ' other state officers immediately 
about the palace : at the second sat the Prince of 
Wales, with several of the younger nobility of both 
sexes ; and at tlic third the secretaries of state and 
other persons of distinction. 

But this festive scene was surpassed by the cele- 
bration of the Prince’s birth-day at Windsor, the 
same year.- Oh the morning of the twelfth of Au- 
gust, the roads were covered with carriages filled 
with persons of rank and fashion, hastening to pay 
their homage on the gfad occasion; and in tfic 
evening the terrace was so crowded, that their ma- 
jesties and the princesses were obliged to retire into 
tlie castle, after walking about half-an-hour. ‘ The 
next day there was a grand review in the park, 
after which the royal family- proceeded to Si. 
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Gfeorgc’s Hall, where they dined with about eighty, 
of the nobility ; and in the evening there was a, 
grand supper and ball, which, last did not break up^ 
till five in the morning. The town of Windsor was 
also illuminated, and the day closed with bonfires; 
and other demonstrations of joy. 

Among other improvements that took place at 
Windsor, under the direction of Her Majesty, at this, 
time, was that of converting the gallery, called the. 
Queens closet, in the chapel, into a royal pew, for 
the accommodation of herself and the King during- 
divine service — a point of duty, which, ,in their es- 
timation, was of the first consequence, and in the 
discharge of which they were never known to fail. 

Though Windsor had now the preference, Kew 
was not altogether neglected ; and in this year 
the freehold of it was pm’chased for Her Majesty, 
from the descendants of Sir Richard Lovett, by 
whom it was bought in iCgf. Up to the present 
date it had been held on a long lease, granted ori- 
ginally to Queen Caroline. Kew House, the resi- 
dence for many years of Frederick, Prince of W ales, 
and his widow, was also purchased of the dowager 
Countess of Essex, by the King, on the expiration 
of the, lease, with the view of erecting an extensive 
mansion on the scite, for the sole use of Her Ma- 
jesty, who might be able to call it her own in the 
event pf his demise, . 

About this time, Martin Sherlock, a literary cox- 
comb, indeed, but by no means an inaccurate deli- . 
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peator of men and manners, thus sketched the clia- 
charactcr of Her Myesty in a letter to hib French 
correspondent : 

Our Queen is neither a wit nor a beauty, 
She is prudent, welhinfbrmed, has an excellent un- 
derstanding, atid is vciy cliaritable. I spent tliree 
paonths in the countr}*^ where she was bom; and the 
people there have quick conceptions, and are well- 
natured. Her ^lajcAj' has an elegant person, good 
eyes, good teeth, a Cleopatra nose, and fine hair. 
The expression of her countenance is pleasing and 
interesting; it is full of sense and good-temper. 
She loves domestic pleasures; is fonder of diamonds 
than the Queen of France ; as fond of snuff as tlio 
King of Prussia; is extremely affable, veiypious^ 
and is praised by all the world, at home' and 
abroad.^' 

This lively writer might hayc added, that tlio 
Queen of England did not affect splendour in 
her apparel; that she seldom nore jewels ex- 
cept on public ceremonies ; and that, so far from 
devoting her hours to drc«5, she studied ncat- 
pcs? and simplicity. Her conduct exactly resem- 
bled that of Cornelia, who, being asked by a Roman 
lady of rank for a sight of her toilet, wa\ed tiie 
subject till her children capie from school, and tlien 
said : " These, Madam, arc my ornaments.” In 
like manner did Her Majesty look upon the progeny 
wbiph surrounded her, as a circle more ;aluable 
than diamonds ; and she made it hef constant ohs 
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jcct to render them desei-ving of parental pride, -by 
instilling into their minds the purest principles. 
The manner in which she trained them to know- 
ledge and application may be gathered from a single 
incident which happened at this very period; when, 
the Princess Mary, now between five and six years 
old, came running willi a book in her hand, and 
tears in her eyes, to the Queen, saying : Madam, 
I cannot comprehend it,” Her Majest)’^, with true 
parental aflcction, looked upon the child, and told 
her not to be alarmed. “ What you cannot com;, 
prehend to-day you- may comprehend to-morrow ; 
and what you cannot attain to this year you may 
arrive at the next. Do not, tlierefore, be frightened 
with little difficulties ; but attend to what you do 
kno>Y, and the rest will come in time.” • 

On the eighteenth of January, 1782, the draw- 
ipg-room held for Her Majesty’s birth-day was 25ar- 
ticularly brilliant, on account of the first public, ap- 
pearance of the jDr’mcess-royal, who opened the ball 
with her brother. Ope feature worth observing on 
this occasion was the circumstance that his royal 
highness wore that day a richly embroidered waist- , 
coat, embroidered by the hands of his august pat- 
rent, who had a double pleasure in this peiformance; 
fpr, besides seeing her son adorned with the work of 
her- own hands, she, brought tambour into fashion^ . 
and thereby encouraged industry. Thus to her 
lilight have been applied the ■ eulogiurn of ithc vir-* 
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tuous wom&n in sacred writ : She laid her hands 
to the spindle, and her hands held the distaff. She 
stretched out her hand to the poor; yea, she stretch- 
ed forth her hand to the needy. She opened her 
mouth with wisdom, and her tongue was the law of 
kindness. She looked well to the ways of her' 
household, and did not cat the bread of idleness. 
Her children rose up and' called her blessed : her 
husband also, and he praised her.” 

• But while their majesties were thus rejoicing irf 
the introduction of the elder children on the theatre 
of public 'life/ "they experienced a damp in witness- 
ing the declining state of the youngest pnnee, who, 
in fhe beginning -of the summer, ^vas sent by the di- 
fedtion of thd physicians to the sea-side, without 
receiving aity benefit ; and, on the twenty-second 
of August, he* expired in the arms of Lady Charlotte 
Fincli, at Buckingham House, aged one year and 
ten months. 

On the^twcnly-sevcnth, between six and seven in 
the morning, the body was conveyed in a private 
manner to Henry the Seventh^s chapel in West-* 
minster Abbey, and there interred in the royal 
vault, the service being read by the dean. At the' 
time of this loss, the family was in mourning for* 
Her Majesfy^s sister, who died of a lingering con- 
sumption, early in the summer. At the beginning 
of October, however, the Queen received the unex- 
pected pleasure of seeing her brother, the Prince of 
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I\Iecklciiburg->Strclitz, wlio, with his consort, came 
over to England, attended hj” some persons of dis- 
tinction, and remained here several ^Yceks. 

In closing this chapter, and the history of the- 
year, I am tempted to insert a little talc, which was 
written at this time by one whose pen has been since 
employed on many works of importance. The pre- 
sent is one of those naiTatives in which a slight 
historic fact serves as a basis for the construction of 
an interesting story. But, to proceed to the ro- 
mance. 

In proportion as refinement proceeds, gallantrj’’* 
increases. The reign of the illustrious Alfred was 
not more favourable to heroism and science thaii to 
love. His son Edward possessed a large portion 
of his father’s \drtucs ; and while he sat upon the 
throne, cultivated those arts which Alfred had en- 
couraged. His heart was susceptible of the tender 
passions, and of the power of beauty. In one of 
his excursions he met with a lovcl}'’ shepherdess, 
named Egwina. The prince was captivated with 
her charms. Honour governed his actions, and 
subjected his desires to the controul of virtue. He' 
wished' to exalt her situation, not to debase her in- 
nocence. In short, he wished her for his queen ; 
but this seemed impossible. He returned dejected 
to his palace:' he regretted that high rank stood 
as a bar to his happiness ; he consulted his fa- 
vourite friend and minister : he urged the beauty, 
the virtue,' the' genius of Egwina, but all in vain. 
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The reply was, that policy required him to seeh a 
union with some exalted character, allied to a pow- 
erful and wealthy prince ; and that if he were to 
place a shepherdess on the throne, his nobles would 
be disgusted, quit his court, and probably proceed 
by open violenee to resent the supposed insult to 
their dignity. The prince admitted that what was 
said was too likely to be the fact, and reprobated 
that pride which deemed an alliance with indigent 
and untitled virtqe disgraceful; but he knew the 
prejudices of his nobility were unconquerable. He 
submitted, repining and reluctantly, to his fate ; yet 
he frequently visited the shepherdess ; and her con- 
yersation was hia greatest delight. There was some- 
thing mysterious to him in her deportment and ac- 
Qomplishments. She possessed the strictest appear- 
ance of innocence, without the least embarrassment, 
Though plainly attired, she stepped with superior 
grace ; and in every action exhibited courtly pro- 
priety and ease, Thoqgh her observations were 
chiefly upon her flocks and rural happiness, yet she 
would occasionally surprise tlic prince with remarks 
ppon astronomy, history, morals, and agriculture, 
yrhiqh bespoke a mipd informed above the common 
level. Thus engaging, it was not to be wondered at 
^hal every additional >isit increased the admiration 
and astonishment of the enamoured E<lward. His 
passiops grew stronger cvciy moment : his dignity 
was his torture: his friends and flatterers tried iq 
Vaiq tp, divert his thoughts or alleviate his distress, 
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The greatest beauties of his palace courted his 
smiles without cflcct: their charms served but to 
remind him of the sujjcrior ones of his beloved 
Egwina'. Nothing induced him to retain existence 
but the tiying task of parting, perhaps for ever, 
from his captivating shepherdess. He often thought 
to ask her for the story of her life, but dreaded thq.t 
the narrative would only confirm his misery. 

" Upon one of his visits, he missed her at the ac- 
customed spot, but found a venerable old man at- 
tending on her sheeji. The prince enquired eagerly 
for Egwina, and was informed that she was' at a 
neighbouring cottage. She had acquainted her fa- 
ther that she often had a visitor when keeping her 
floeks in the fields ; and from her description the 
old man conceived the prince to be the person,- and 
accordingly invited him to their habitation. Ed- 
ward, for, a while, threw off his courtly eeremony, 
and accepted of the invitation. He went on with 
sorrowing stops, and yet would not have staid be- 
hind. The sight of the cottage damjDcd him, but 
that of its fair tenant chearedjiis spirits. He found 
in the place neatness and rural elegance. Ho 
would have gladly parted with his dignity and 
power. He would have been happy to have changed 
his sceptre for a shepherd’s cropk, and his splendid 
palace for this humble residence. He was courted 
to refresh himself ; but though the table was spread 
with healthful rustic dainties, he could not partake 
of the feast. Egwina’s ' charms and conyersatio^v 
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were his regalement. He derived momentarj' com-? 
fort from the cause of his pcrmanent'miseiy. The 
old man apologized for the homeliness of his fare, 
imagining that to occasion the abstinence of his 
guest, and said, ^ that once he could have enter- 
tained him better, but* now he had little more to 
offer than a hearty welcome.* At these words, the 
hopes of the prince were raised : his attention was 
fixed to the story of their fortunes, which he begged 
the father to relate. The old man proceeded thus : 

‘ I formerly was Earl of Morcar. Our family was 
of royal descent, and my possessions in lands, flocks, 
and herds, exceedingly extensive and valuable; I 
lived in becoming splendour; honoured by my il- 
lustrious and royal master, Alfred, justly styled tbc 
great. I was beloved by my neighbours, and happy 
in 'my family. My estate was situated on the bor- 
ders of the Scottish lands, and frequently invaded 
by the highland plunderers. For a long time, my 
tenants and servants bravely repelled their attacks ; 
but, at length increasing in their numbers,’ we were 
overpowered. They spoiled and ravaged all our* 
lands, and drove away our flocks and herds, save a' 
small portion, with which I hither flew to find secu- 
rity.- Here have I since lived, suppressed my titlc^ 
and passed myself for a poor old shepherd; this, ray 
humble but affectionate daughter, the comfort and 
support of my declining years.* The prince struggled 
to conceal the sweet emotions which he felt at tliis 
narration, and asked the, old man whether he had, 
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applied at court for succour in his distress. His 
question was answered thus : ‘ No ; iny family, con- 
sisting but of myself , and young Egwna, and my 
desires confined to narrow bounds, by the wise dic- 
tates of philosophr, I thought it unjust to ask of my 
countr}’’ that support which industry could insure, 
and thus deprive more useful subjects of their just 
reward.’ The prince admired the generous sj)irit of 
the venerable sage, told him he had interest at 
court, that the king wished to see him, and insisted 
that he and his daughter should hasten thither, 
which journey, after much hesitation, they agreed 
to undertake. It is impossible to describe the trans- 
ports of young Edward on this occasion. He flew 
back to his palace, eager to prc])arc for his expected 
and welcome visitors. Tlie scene was now changed 
from the most deep despondency to the most com- 
plete joy and felicity. At the appointed time, the 
old shepherd and his fair daughter arrived at court ; 
and having recov'crcd their surprise, the king intro- 
duced them in their rural habits. Time and dis- 
guise prevented the nobility from recollecting the 
earl; and -Egwina had never been seen an public.. 
As companions of the prince, the courtiers ’ were 
obliged to receive them with civility; but their 
affected politeness could not conceal their absolute 
contempt. The court broke up, and the king again 
engaged in conversation with the earl. He request- 
ed to know whence his daughter derived so much 
knowledge ; to which the earl replied ; ‘ From my 
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own poor stock : as she was my sole companion, t 
thought it my interest as well as duty to teach her 
every science I knew. She had a comprehensive 
mind, and easily -received instruction.’ In a few 
dayS) the king assembled his courtiers again. He 
had. previously advised with his councillors on the, 
propriety of a marriage with an earl's» daughter of 
royal descent, and received a favourable ansnef. 
He then introduced the old man as Earl of Morcar, 
and tile shepherdess as his daughter Egwina, 
Shame seized the ungenerous nobility ; but the kind- 
ness of the offended parties soon removed their em- 
barrassment. Matters being duly prepared and set- 
tled between the king, the carl, and his daughter, 
Edward now declared his intention of espousing 
Egwma, and tbc'ceiemony wns>immcdiatcly jicr- 
formed. In a few days the coronation took placc^ 
and the royal shepherdess lived long, happy, and 
beloved, the Queen of England. At her death uni-s 
versal grief prevailed. But the people of those days • 
lived for posterity, not fdr themselves, and were con- 
soled by the prophecy of a favourite pricst,'which 
has proved strictly true, ^that in future times, a* 
ChaUlotte should arise that w ould restore to the 
English tlironc the majestic virtues of Egwina ” 

' . i- • • . 
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ttcsloration of Pence. — Anecdote of the Queen.— Mr. IfuU 
ton and Dr. Franhiin. — Death of Prince Octavius . — 
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With tlie new year, cJairie ill tlic blessing' 

df peace, not more to the gratification of the publid 
than of their majesties : and here I may be per'- 
mitted to observe, that though the Queen had scru- 
pulously avoided from the moment of her landing 
ih England all interferende in politics, the American 
war gave hei* milch concern, and she endeavoured^ 
with the knowledge of her royal consort, to procure' 
U , termination of the differences between the two 
dountries. The instrument employed in this good 
Work was Mr. James Hutton, a Moravian minister^ 
in Fetter Lane, who had free access at Buckingham 
House ; he being, in fact. Her Majesty’s private al- 
moner, Charity was the darling object of this e*^ 
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Iraordinary manj whose whole life, which was pro- 
longed to a patriarchal extent, was devoted to the 
benefit of his fellow-crcaturcs. The benevolent dis- 
position of Mr. Hutton, 'and his religious principles, 
rendered him a favourite at the Queen’s house ; and 
both their majesties delighted much in his cheerful 
and pious conversation. The society also to which'' 
he belonged was . one for which the Queen ever en- 
tertained a predilection, as well on account of the 
discipline observed, as the doctrines professed by 
the United Brethren. The spirit of love which per- 
vades the wliole system, indeed, could not but ren- 
der this branch of the Christian family acceptable 
to one who made it hcr.constant study to mould her 
own temper after the purest of all patterns. Her 
Majesty did not, it is true, avow any connexion ,with 
the ’church of the brethren ; nor was it needful that 
she should, since in faith, w’orsliip, and govern- 
ment, that community is in perfect unison with 
the national establishment. But to return to Mr. 
Hutton. This good man numbered among Jiis 
many acquaintances the celebrated Dr. Franklin, 
W'ith whom he had contracted an intimacy, when 
that extraordinary character was nothing more than 
a journeyman printer. Their friendship lasted 
through life; and it continued unabated even when 
Franklin rose to the station of a public agent, 
tliough in religious and political sentiments no two 
men cou]d,be more dissimilar. . After the aejenovv- 
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ledgment of the American states the court of 
France, and tlie admission there of Franklin as the 
minister of the neu' republic, i\'Ir, Hutton opened a 
correspondence with him, witli a view to concilia- 
tion. On the same mission he also went over to 
Paris by the way of Holland ; but the man of politics 
was too much for the honest Christian ; and the 
latter saw at last that the simplicity of the dove is 
no match when opposed to the cunning of the ser- 
pent. He was complete^ deceived by glosing pro- 
fessions ; and all that he had to console him under 
the disappointment was the ajjprobation of his 
illustrious employers, and the jjerfect conviction of 
their sincerity! 

Happily, howCvct, the victory of Rodney in the 
West Indies, and the defeat of the Spaniards before 
Gibraltar, made the allied powers in Europe as de- 
sirous of peace as tlie people of this country could 
be ; and the preliminary articles with France being 
ratified, a general termination of this eventful and 
sanguinary conflict soon followed; 

Shortly after this, their majesties sustained a 
severe shock in the loss of Prince Octavius, who died 
of the small pox at Kew, on the third of May, 1783, 
in the fifth year of his age. His royal higlmess was 
reckoned one of the finest of the royal progeny; and 
the portrait of him by Gainsborough warrants the 
Opinion. He was besides remarkably dbeile in his dis- 
position, and so very good-natured, as to be almost 
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idolized by the domestics. On the tenth of the same 
month the body was removed from Kew, attended 
by General Carpenter and some of His Majesty’s 
household, ‘to Henry the Seventh’s chapel, and 
there deposited near the remains of Prince Alfred. 
The death of this engaging child had a very serious 
effect upon the spirits of the Queen, who being then 
in a pregnant state, felt the catastrophe more keenly 
and that to such a degree, as to render her recovery 
for some time exceedingly doubtful. At length, 
the excellence of her constitution triumphed over the 
malady, and on the seventh of August she was 
happily delivered of a daughter at Buckingham 
Home. 

On the nineteenth of the following month, at 
seven in the evening, the ceremony of christening 
the young princess was performed at St, James’s 
Palace. The peers and peeresses, foreign ministers 
and their ladies, assembled in the Queen’s drawing- 
room sometime before the ceremony, and from 
thence were introduced into the grand council- 
chamber, where Her Majesty sat on an elegant bed 
of white satin, under a superb canopy of crimson 
velvet embroidered W'ith gold. On the right side of 
the bed stood the King, at the feet his royal high- 
ness the Prince of Wales, the Princcss-Uoyal, and 
Princess Augusta; and on each hand the rest of tlic 
royal children, arranged according to their ages. 
The great officers of state, tlic royal attendants, fo- 
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reign ministers, j)eers, and peeresses, formed the 
outer circle. Tlic sen'ice was performed ‘by 
Dr. jMoore, Archbishop of Canterbury; die Prince of 
AVales, Princess-Royal, and Princess Augusta being 
sponsors ; the former acting .as proxy for the Prin- 
cess Amelia, whose name was given to the royal in- 
fant. After the baptismal ceremony, Mor IVf.ajcsty 
received the congratulations of the coinpnn}', who, 
on the King’s retiring, withdrew to visit the ro3’ial 
nurscr}', where, according to custom, the\^ were en- 
tertained with cake and caudle. The hrillianc)’^ of 
this lively scene was heightened in ctl'cct by the 
appearance of the royal oflspring roimd their august 
parents, forming altogether a spectacle not to he 
equalled in any part of Europe. 

The corporation of London presented separate 
addresses to tlic King and Queen, in wliicli were 
comprehended a threefold congratulation on the 
birth of a princess, the recover}’- of Ilcr Majest}’’, 
and the attainment of the Prince of ’iVnles to his 
twenty-first year. In their address to the King, the 
body cor])oratc paid the following compliment : 

would express with more than ordinaiy ef- 
fusions of joy our feelings upon this occasion, that 
Providence has been pleased to answer the prayers 
and wishes of every order of your majesty’s loyal 
subjects, in preserving the invaluable life of our 
gracious Queen ; a life so eminently useful, and so 
conspicuously exemplary.” 
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The address to Her Majesty, ivhich was carried 
up to-St. James's by the lord-mayor, sheriHs, and a 
Teiy numerous train of aldermeivand <»mmon-coun. 
cil, ran in these words : 

We, the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons 
of the city of London, in common council as- 
sembled, humbly beg leave to approach your ma- 
jesty with the most sincere congratulations upon the 
birth of another princess, and your majesty's Iiappy 
recovery, 

“permit us further. Madam, to congratulate your 
majesty upon his royal highness the Prince of Wales 
having attained his age of twenty-one years ; and 
tve sincerely hope and trust that he will fill the im- 
portant station to which he is called with dignily to 
himself and prosperity to his country.** 

To this address a suitable tliough short answer 
was returned ; and all the gentlemen had the honour 
to kiss Her Majesty's hand. 

The celebrity of Mrs. Siddons, who at this time 
slione forth with extraordinary lustre as a tragic ac- 
tress in London, frequently drew the royal family 
to the theatre ; but one night, while tliat great per- 
former was in a pathetic part of the character of 
Euphrasia, the business of the scene was strangely 
interrupted b}' a voice from the upper gallery, ex- 
claiming : “ Your Majesty had the goodness to pro- 
mise me one of your blessed princesses in marriage.” 
An uproar ensued, but tiic fellow by some means 
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or otlier escaped. Soon after tills, Mrs. Siddons 
had an interview with tlic Qiicen at liuckinghani 
House ; when, at the express desire of both their 
majesties, she undertook the Iionourablu ofiicc of 
instructing the two younger princesses in reading 
and enunciation. 

The next year was rendered remarkable by the 
great musical festival instituted in commemoration 
of Handel, and conducted under the patronage of 
their majesties. The design of this extraordinary 
entertainment originated with two or three persons 
of distinction, who wished for a periodical celebra- 
tion of that mighty master of harmony, in a public 
performance of his works, the profits of which were to' 
be appropriated to the musical fund. This idea being 
suggested to others, and particularly the directors 
of the concert of ancient music, met with their en- 
tire approbation ; but while the matter was yet in 
embryo, the King hearing of it, immediately ex- 
pressed his resolution that the scheme should be 
carried into execution. Accord inglj’’, application 
was made to Bishop Thomas, as Dean of Westmin- 
ster, for the use of the abbey, who readily granted 
the request, on condition that a moiety of the profits 
of the first day should be given to the Westminster 
Infirmary. To this no objection could be made ; 
and Mr. Wyatt, the arohiteet^ was directed to fit up 
the abbey with all expedition, for the accomrnoda-i 
tion of their majesties, the company, and the per- 
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anoq iCpuD qouiA\ ! ja)i:A\ diji quiup puts ‘uitsquDqoq^ 
VS s^jtsw oq; uodn stsAvSut^ oq^ ‘qD0]0^o xis ^noqts 
‘Suiujoiu 3 uta\ 0 ]] 0 J Dtp UQ •jojsaDnojj) jo doqsijj 
‘x^TipsH pnuiBg 'j(j /q paqatsajd sisav uouuas is 
ojoqAt ^qajnqo qsucd oq) odiajos autAip papuapc 
/ptutsj ^ts^CoJ oqi '^tspung 3 upq Xtsp ^xau aqj^ 
•uooujayts oqi ui OAp ajojaq »pqi ts paqatsai Xom 
SDTSidqoiqAV ^lutsquaqaq^ iCamnofjpqi panupucD 
uoq^ puts 'sjnoq oav; :|noqis pits^s jfaq^ oJdqAv ‘ojujs 
- pjqjx'O ut ;t*3s SjVnoojcjj pJoq[ 05 popasDOid put: 
'Suiujoui aq> ui uoaos ojojaq joptsnb ts 
iHOJj ;uo 50S ‘qiaqBZij3 ssaauuj puts ^t^snSny 
-uiJj *|t3i{o^-ssDDUUjj aip x\%u\ jo ipJloAt^ Ql\% 
uo ‘oqA\ ‘sapsoltsm Jiatp jqj uaqts? sbav ‘Sjaquoantsj 
JO o^tsi otp aoj 5 |mq 'aSpoT ]iiqsiCi5ji *jC|§ut 
-pjoaay 'mt3quaqoq3 jo sjiqtsAt aq> Xj? postApis 
«t5Av aq ipiqAV joj ^suto^duiXs snoipq pUB uopsaSipui 
JO uit5[duioD o:j utsSaq oq ‘jtsaX sup 'jauimns oq^ 
JO ajppiui atp UI ;uq i asiajaxa puts X^utsinSaj pn? 
-iqtsq 3 uimo 'qqtsaq poo2 jo a^ts^s pa^dnaja^uum 
;souqts UTS paXofuo p^q Sunj oip ^aji| ij3noaqj, 
c ‘X^isjaApts 

iptM SuqSSnj^s utsin poo3 v jo :jtup— ppoA\ aip 111 
^sauiqqns oqi sis jsqtsioui juaiouts aq^ Xq paaunou 
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aiaTea'juOwio or riaiv 


ecG 

orb orlj oj ^fljiiDojzife orb riO 

-eoMv/oT 'idi jrjo joe jjiui; 'lioilJ rbiv/^ ^hioivtvi 1j;voi 
ttlo'jurlo orb jo obierii orij hov/oiv vorlj o’lorlv/ t’{'irid 
-O'r brirj ttioiJrioJJr; *lo '{ib'iov/ ^iv^l ok.h jrjrlv/ rbiv/ 
ojrii oiro'i •YjfeoJ/;!/! kIH jjA .irir;rlriojlorIO oj bornrrj 
orij lo ‘Mini oib riocjii IjooJe olqooq oiiJ ^•■('irjdsodv/oT 
rlo'nuioiii orij ^rloirlv/ no j e&Kq mill ooa oj ogbnd 
■^lomnnurl tnoijimjia orb 'lo -logmib orb gniv’ro^do 
^olqooq boo‘g ''(l/i ; ^b'loV/ osoiii id rriodj boacO'ibbn 

nij'i j'noQ .dJiIi ■'^jjrri no^^ 'io oinoa j/idj bim'lc nin I 
I .'gnid •mo''( -gniooE 'io odrra orb /ro'i alviGScd rloira 
lln ^r»m rro'^ jGiIi ^oaGoIq uo’i zn \hiola zn obi'i Hivi 

''.mirl 008 

-iii'rq orb him aoij 8 o[ijrri 'iiorb trijrioojonin orb -riO . 
oj oonorb riioii bric t*ioj80oiio'jiO oj jnovr £og 8 oo 
'io jG08 Ir/jiaaclo irrm IrjijrJj>iIob orb ^ovo'iiD ^^oldcO 
o'lov/^ y^orlj rioiilvr lo '(jrjGod orb rijrv/ b'loJL 

.bo8/joJq vfrlgiif 

Si *io 'ijjonorl oilj b/n! jzori 'lOjaoojJoID 'ip yiio orlT 
oo’idj orb brio eorjeo[Gni liorJi o'loilv/ ^jrarv Ic^o'r 
•^d oordGq iGqoosiqo orij jG boviooo*r o'lov/ aoaaoonhq 
t'loiqGrlo bnc nGob odj -(d bobnojjG tOrlv/ ^qoriaid orb 
orb bib obIg bg ^rioiaGOoo oilj no 'gnizl orb bosao'ibbG 
orij boaaid moriv/ 'io lie tnoijGidq-roo briG 'lo^Gin 
orij oj miri --(^d boonbo'iinr o'lov/ bn'G , ^bnGri a gniil 
-GO orij boiiarv ab'iGV/’ioj'iG aobaoyim 'lioriT .noon^) 
bo'iojno 'ofli^I orij oiorlv/ ^'^inGob orb br/G iG-rbofiJ 
oldG'ionoV' orij rl irv/ nor jGaiovndo 'io iGob boog g ojni . 
'-oqG '^ncm obGm orlw ^riGob orij ^lodonT rlGraob .iQ 



jij) ‘qoujAi ao?jr-t43UUBiii snopiuS XjaA v tti 
otjAV ^uoan^ oi|i o) tpaads iCiB?uouu|duioD n opciu 
♦X^sofcj^j si|^ Supssapp^ jayt5 ‘dot^stq^ uoijav 
'ipjq ;bdjS oip HI oip poAisooJ Sui\i 9ui 

-moui ^xou oi^j^ ‘picgajaj^ puB 'jD^soonoiQ ‘aa^soD 
-jo^Y 3® SApi^o BOAip oip JO Sm^oaui \TJoismu oa\^ Sui 
-pUDi:jB JO osodand oi^ joj ‘X^p oq; ui soupd siq 
5 B doqsiq oiji pojisp uibSb sapsalGui Jiaqj 'qyy oqj 
iiQ 'Xxjunoo aq; jo s^jcd |jb uiojj jDX| 5 Up po^oojj 
oqAA sjo^Bpads snoiaiunu oq^ o\ ‘aoBJia^ 

oq; uodn auii; omos joj pauiBiua.! puB ^spunoaS oq^ 
qSnojq^ paqpAvXaq^ ‘qoiqAv joyB i po^sBjqBajq Xaq^ 
uioqAV qqA\ ‘^pjnjj doqsig; jo oouopisai pdoosido 
'apsBQ XitiqapiBi^ O) opoj uoatil^ puB 3u\^ 
oq; 'jstiSny jo puooas oip uo *jnoq Xjjco tiB 

' ‘Dpp^no oq; uo paiqiuossB 

t)jOA\ ?Bq:^ sapnqqniu dsuoiuiui oq) opSoj oj uado 
UA\04qj oq 0 % sjoop JB|po oq^ posnBO aq 'ostioq 
aq; uiqqAV ^uauiuiBVia^uo pipuai[ds oqt soppoq ‘jqj 
i s^satiS snouisnqi siq jo uoqdaoaJ oq:; ui X:^qiqou 
^uaiDUB aq^ jo Xq|Biidsoq Dq> \\c paXBjdsip oqAV 
'Xjjudaoq jo qaag; aq^ qiuv pauip sossaouud oqj 
puB sapsalBrn jpq^ ‘XBpsanjL Suuvoqoj oq^ uq 

•uiBquoqaq3 

oj uooujajjB aq; ui paujiqaj ‘saSBUJBO oqi joj oauj 
jjtoqs B,SupiB\v jajjB pun JooB|Bdaq^ o:j pauan^ai 
XjiBd juXoa aq:j aouoip tuoij "aoisojuDD jo o^bjs stioi 
-Dipiq B ut paapui sba\ qoiqAA ‘XjtBjqq oq^ /[jBjnoqaBd 
puB 'osnoq siq jo uoijipuoo paaBdaJdun aq; aoj saiSo^ 
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.JfaTi:HO;iOV/ OT TIBIV 


eet 

an' Ainnil 'idiI ■6’c.H oj 'luo/iorl uib Lx;rl ^fhod hnoiyvo'! 

' w 

fjfb xioviib iA biH 'io 3i;xlj bib oAn y^ofli 

boDubo'jini Bxr/x xiyiilv/ xii tXixxgyd oDiv’JDB Ir/ibobinD 
oT xiuoiiijjt)Q B'loIjnxjII xxi s'JuiTJVo oxb 

-XiTxi -xiuxjT .xiiLixlJxiA nobxxxxo'io'J oih bun ^ihlidQ. 
^'^jilidoii oib tanoTxIj binohrjDO xix; xioqrx ^oh^o'l 
.obk ihij'j no bofioqtib ^fshd fHOJmiajgnra bnc (Xg'ioh 
xiix;j>i; o'lov/ ■'^lixfix/t ix;^(o•I otb ■gnhnoni -^ubz'iudT 
Dib ffio'ii noijouloa x; xidxIvx ^Jxnboxbxjx) oxb ixx jnoaoiq 
nO .boni’idhoq ^^Idx; jBoxn any/ IsbnnH 'lo oxbxjxtx 
bioJ •'(d bo3Dixbxjoo ^no/ixi'ioqioD orb t^nirnoxii ■'(•cbi'i'5 
oi orli no boiinvf ^Tjb'iooD's sxb bxj 

in iiaiv a ibW/ modi 'luonod bJx/ovx srI ixjd^ iBoxxpa’x 
YisiJoioxj'ig '^j8o(x]l/L feiH doidv/ oi'JInd nv/oi orb 
jIooI T(lgxiib’xoDDi3 noiaaoooiq brxiJig £ brxxj ^bsJnosaxi 
-bxjol BiDriico'j^B lioxlj diiv/ aobc‘ii auo'nnv odt ; ooxjlq 
ban ^nonriobh odi ^d omod aoonm sfb ^\£yf odi gxix 
^Y/oiv ’jyJtiA .oicja 'io b'xov/a arb ^ni’^Txxjo 'jo''{X 2 fn odi 
• -I/O gnixii -^’idvo bnn ^xjibgo-x orb ^aoiuioiq odi gni 
-'ixjq bfixj’ig .orb oini xiv/ods ecvr •^iaoifiM aiH ^Buoh 
.bobivo'iq anv/ nobnlloo ,bloo inn^olo nxj aioxlv/ ^ii/of 
■vnxr doo^ 'lovon 'oni^l orb ixjfii nv/ond b/xvi ii aA 
od 3i xriifl bodan 'xoA^xjxn orb ^lonnib siolod loi/pil 
•'^iaojpM aiH riodvr ^’^llo^xj ^3^x5^ oi boajBofq od bfixovr 
lo 28 xjI§ £ -gnblnhb 'xova ^oollooox ^oxi ob I ; boxJqoT 
^niaxxolq airb noqrx ^olil '^xn ni lannib o'rolad only/ 
-nuom bio doii lo aanig A ".oiuixfov JJiv/ 1- ^noianoDO 
-paoifiM aiH ^yovnm odi qd bovioa nodi gniod aini 
nobnioqioD odi oJ Y^iiaqao^q sfnxj'xb Ybifiiboxnrai 

s y 



I j35SDDjo^\^ yoj sDssaDtiud sopssttjra jra^ 

Smuiom^xon oifj, 'aoxiasajd xpiAv pajnouon 

gjo^isu ^tjXoi Dti? ipu{A\ ^^laDxioD snoaunipasiiu puciS 
Tj gcAV oiaqi SuniaAo oip ux pxii; f jcai^sdj paisnui 
aip papnpuoa ipiipv ‘pDUuqpad sxjav ijbissdj^ oip 
OJOqAV ']X 2 jpOlpt!D Otp paJlcddA llluSc iflltUtJJ p/(oA 
aqi 'papua Supq uoptuddioa oip 07 qsu 

•chqspjoi 

eiq /q iioaqaAX *^uopffiaosui OApcjouiaaiuioo -c q^ui 
^DDBpd pdoosida aqi jo uioai-SuiA\uJp ^cdjS aq^ ai 
p30t5{d oiaAV inoqu Xq 'doqsiq oq^ o) siuosDjd 
fi« ‘uaan^ oqj jo jaq^o oqi pu« ‘Sm^j oq> jo ouo 
*sjoq;o OAV^ puc 'juos iC|SuipJoa 3 c scaa oinpid aqj;^ 

^,*4D3dxD jCiqxJUosnaa nca noX qaiqM 
joq^o XuB JO 'jnoAXSj pq? no/C puaS o:^ opjisaq 
50 UUTO I ^uauiDpuaS ,, ^paaoAvsuc 5uiy[ 

sqj siq; oj;, ^;saqsiA\ paqSiq apqj XjipoS ppoAi 
aq ^qtjq Jpq^ ui poot3[d oq o; ^ojrqoid siq Joj qs o; 
p 3 st! 3 |d iCpnopxjiS oq pinoAv oq ji pqjpuc tjopao 
-jo^ JO iCjp aq; auop puq Xpafcj^ sijj anouoq aq^ 
JOJ squTjqj injopjS putj ajaaup jpip pojopua^ Xaqi 
pq:j j, 'suoziqa-A\o|pj Fiq jo jpqaq aqj uo paq^ 
-aj ^JDpjoDDj JO iCipudsD siq ui ‘jfa^uoAoQ jo peg; 
oq; ^qoiqA\ uodn ■ qqAV uioq; oSqqo ppoo aq ;T 3 q; 
Suiq; iCuB sba\ aioq; jaipoqAi poqsB ^uopcjodioo 
oq; o; jpsmiq SuissoJppc waq; Sui^ aqX 'S 3 ;auiui 
jWDAos JOJ ponui;uoo qoiqAv ^osojxj uopemepo^ jo 
;noqs psJOAiun xj uuq; ‘DDUpidod oq; o; UAXOuq opGtu 
jaqoos ou sxjav su|x „-jo;sodjo^/^ jo suozpp piiu 

pee 
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\£C .MAUKaTjaiio uoji'i ajiuTHAiaa 

ojfii 'cbmicKi iijq noouQ odi tV^Gv/jc ^niog in hnn 
ill oili io -looq vdi ’loi qorleid arli lo khnnd odi 
okln oflvf tgfii/I i)ilj njoii niiia oinm orli oJ jioi'jibLB 
Oih gfiie/iylyj cifnxr//oj fehniioq bD-ibmid osirii svBg 
raUn'i ■'{inuoo bun ^jio odi ni k’loidob 
'liodi ^dinooizit odi ^gnirriom Y^;I)a'ii/rlT no -^hxiS 
bfiB oiowQ b'loJL ihlv ol ^^^^ndll03lod'd jlol kahzD\pm 
l)Bfl iioliniuhni suoivo'iq xloiilv/ 'io Jun^ og'iooO 'ii8 
jjjodi; d-jh/kuin^l ilgno'iili boaacq ^odT .novig aood 
iiidii i!t)07/3od bjjO'iJ8 ijj boviriB bun Admo 'lajiu^bd 

^ O 

n j/idj inorridofijlB 'io ■^{noiijiJfcoj 
«nli no booxiivo exjv/ wtodz blnoo olqooq bojDofiiJ-Ilovx 
'lo yj'icq oIdx;Jooq23i \'iov x; bnxj ; nohnooo IiJi''{o[ 
xlguo'ifb sjxfxjJiaiv Ibyo’x odJ boionbnoD xiomoiJnog 
-iflzo ni sovlosxnoib gniJiszo gnidiolo orb 

odi 'io J-fxjq eidl oj iBibxooq gioojcfo odi gnbid 
oi xroiinoJix; gnibnooaobxioo isorn n -lofiA .'^inixoD 
•iroxli tO’inioxdnnxjxn nolloov/ odi'lo asoooiq olodv/ oxJi 
iB oxfno[yb x>‘ 'io dooi'jxjq aoazoDXinq orb bnu aobaolBni 
gni'iq8 oi boboooo'iq nodi bnxj tOsuoH lliH 
-'ioixio o'io'ff -^odJ' o'loxlvx tOiowOL b-ioJ 'lo 1 bo 8 odi 

.xioiijjlloo bloo B diiv/ boxiixii 
-Bxn 'liodi iaci orb ecv/ iloiilv/ tgrdnovo •^sbi'i'^ nO 
odi bo'ifjoxxod -^odi tinxjdnoiloxlO ixj inoqs aoiiaoL 
'lo anoiiBlxjiB'jg oxli boviooo'i bnxj ^iieiv n rbiv/ o'xixjodi 
orb '^hxx3[ .''^aoi'xxxoo iaoxnixj odi diiw oonoxbuxs odi 
floidv/ jnw.oi odi 'io, oyxxol do.oi i^orb gnxxx’xoxfx izon 
^o-xodw bnx5 ^oojnoao'xq 'xxorli -^d bofxovilno rxsod bxxd 
Ifxx oi aovIoExrxaxii boixxpbno ^^odi ^^uia 'liod^ g.nrxxxb 



^•nOiC DJojsq uliq 

03S tioX„ 'qojBuooi Dtp paqcloj „ — .,c^ui\j 

oq^ 99S I OBO „ ‘‘uBtu ,3qj pres /jig A^joav 'oiDqAV 
^ngf,, ‘BDumS B jpjq uiiq SuiaiS ^/Xoujnor anoX 
joys no;C qsDJjai oj Suiqpuios si ojoq „ ‘Assfej^ 
®!H p9AJ9sqo ^/puaiJj iCui 'iPA\ 

JUBAl J JOJ liCBU Suoj tt StUBD J „ 'UBUI Oq^ piBS 

^/iig 'saji^ „ — ^^•uiiBA\ Ai9\ Dq 0 ? uiaas noX „ 'Snvyi 

gq^ piBS ,/puaiJj ^o§ „ 'jCwmj 3 bdj9 b Wi aaouBj 

B ?oui aq ‘j3;b u aq) Sniquup jay b ^auojB qjBAV jBnsa 
siq SuiqB? SBA\ X^safsiq sijj uaqAV ‘Suiujoui ouQ 
, a|doad Xin UBqj spjBnS Jd^pq aABq j ubd 

: onou aqBj jjBqs j „ ‘SujXbs Aq pojaAvsuB aq uopsanb 
qaiqAv ^miq ^UBduioaOB pjnoqs spjBnS :^BqA\ paqsB 
SBAV aq ‘jaq^up ?uoav ;sjy Sui^j oq; uaq^ ‘ssau 
-poo§ puB uopuaasapuoo jiaq^ Xq ajdoad jo squBJ 

85S* 
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.VX iiaT^IAHO 


aW — .(isall. 0^ Via'josua't \j\za\}Ari ^i\\. — .■"ujH as\\'\o ^^as^\\l. 

-^s(i — .ua•i•ui^A\ .’vCi '\p h«su^sva^a51 — 'Oi\\o 
a'UiO ^«oixu\.v — .\jpsn'0’)5V 3s\\ «o iua«uVsVui*\ $« zs^ouivsa 
.•gjW\'A ai\\'\o \j;tavroaaS\ — .a\i\sisVtol. 'taW. — .smvsQ bi\\'\o 
ustoiinsuuuiWl — .\^i^aVv^\^L 'taW oi — 

c^05\^\9L \o ia\i\iuoO — .s«oo51--ousci3o'tQL — .suao*5. 
aVaawQ — .a‘«us\vt»W .'iVv “Xp zaSo^ioastK — 

-o't^ — .a'tiDai\T s^aVi'tnO-Ssn'ioO oi ihl^ — .'to^bs«^^ ia 
— .ailiM ^'U^^^oS\.-^^aasm*\-r.^^Ma*^ oi s^os^^a^ 
-s\V«3- — .^*to^a^^a^$tt\.v i\^\s^a(\& bsta s\asta-t^ as\i'\p 

.saooSi. \\a3. ai\\ su aaaaT\aaaO '\aSiS’g,«s'& — .>^aCL 


-ovoiqair inaiisqqxj arlJ BonorsBODO shT 

hdiwvnoD nooa ecv/ rlllGari e'-^igaifiM siHlo inarn 

-onjji Ib^^o'i sdi ^i 3 f^^ 'fiv/ond gnisd aii no moolg oJn£ 
* • • 

' .bobnoqajja sisw snoii 

rnoo’i-'gniv/B'ib e ^iairguA Tio jgiS-^^inov/J oili nO 

rfoiim ^’lov ZGV/ doidv/ ^b^bshusL J 8 ^i> bfod axsw 

-£'i§noo baisRo odv/ ^^{iilidon sd^ •'^d babY^oio 

ind { gniX odi aiijjg bsbnsmfi adi no gnoiiisfjj^ 

lo sibbini sd^ ni bnu ^guoioBlM aisw gsonsiBsqqB 

bnB.iavdi ddw badoBiis 8bw ^{J89[bM giH ladoioO 

oJ 8 B 08 ion ijjd tbnid anoilid b Io g^niBlqmoo isdio 

-^Jnawi sd^ no aavaf b gnibnsiiB moil mid insvsiq 

niBgB aBW imoD sdi nsdw ^dinom aniBS adtlo dimol 

sdJ ^^Bb ^Bdi "io gninsvo adl nl .anoiamnn 


ST5 poaiB^qo oq SufAq qoujAl ‘s utp^ *35^ 

|o jopoj ptfc ‘uBuiiCSj^jD V scA\ jopoj) oqx ‘‘flsaP 
-tjj\T Joji 0} lurq puomuroooi o; AVDpniij^ aoqaauuqQr 
pjo*j otp po^npat wsBosip jcitwnr jo oq?' 

m XqjqopD osoq.u '3i!qsu[o3Ut7 in 'iuBq?ut5.ig ucoir 
'p.iojpDj;g JO spuBj^ -jd'^sDl oq^Snoiuttpuc 

JODIIB^SISST! poipaul {GlIOpIppB 3in30JtI 0:^ /JBSSODDU 
poaiDop ‘«; bav '?»' aiup* sup Aq ' •?ii3raa;Bqi! opp| 
XioA rpiAt JO ‘ouibs oqj pauiuoiDJ jopjosip 

oqj ;nq 'f|jDAi '/joiaDJ^xa ojoq oq Xouinbf qoU^Ai 
'A 10 \J O) JOSpUt^^ tUO-lj ®A01U3J ssau 

-lU(13D"XlBJodttl3'^ CJO uoqu^ SBAV oStJ^UBApB ^JDA3A\Oq 

'q^uoui aqVjo spjCAioj/ •pansns iC([tjn;t5q 

wnuijDp pile 'aotiDfoiA ipojeqeun ipUi patiuptroD- 
JOAOj oip 'siapAvod sjoiuup pue ‘suopnaqdde leoidoi 
‘Stqpaojq jo aqds uj *UteJq oq> no uoisssjddo ojqe 
••Jaioiui uc JO qotup pauieidtuoo oq q§noip ^sosuos 
sjq JO uoissossod oq? pouiB?oj ;oi( se oqAv ^?iioi?ed 
jB.Voj oqj JO pcoq oip o? JO?si{q v jo uopeoqddc 
"oq? SBAi ^uqooiu siq? jo ){nsoJ oqj^ 'OjunoAUj ?boj 2 
e Si^BAqe sbaa uepjSi(qd juoqoDxo ?eq? luoqAv q?iAA 
‘uC^solcj^ joj-j Xq uoqcjjnsuoo oip o? po?lAui uooq 
ptjq ‘JOspui^\^ .iBou 'SuipisoJ se ’^oqAi ^ojoq? uopjoq 
“OH *•’(1 SjUoon^ oq? ?b uoj.ig^ 

•JQ JO iBArjJE oq? UQ jjosuijq X?sorej\]; sipj jo 
oJKop ssojdxa o<{? ?b jo?|gj oq? J jospcrf^^ jo ‘oqcaca 
^si??cg; ‘jj^ pue qxojjE^\\ 'jq; ui |piD o? Xjcssodoii 
? i punoj Joqejj oSjooq aig JoqmoAOH Jo SuiuuiSoq 
oq? ?c ?Bq? ‘ooiSop Suruucjc itu qons o? poscojoiq 
Xpcjeoi oq? ojoqAi o? pouan?oj Sui-jj 
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Ohono'dinQ nurh ^qirl«Y/olI'i][ aid 'lo lih^n ui ^fioiiqo nn 
xj fro bybip/j'i yil ^aidi oi axioiYDi^ Anoi/.O tO^goHoD 
injjJ n -^nivjid ^yiuilv/ ^'j-dilardoyidJ ui o’lhnnoh Hjcnia 
aid o1 o-H'/vjH'io od 0 } hijldr.u'j tr./i oil ^okYdq 'idi 
-u-jirinq (OoiJ'jjrifj aifi 'io aayy'jua .odT .avjuoidtnnq 
ludiuui! aili bya/;yiyni jiin-id oib'io a/iolnoaib ni vh/d 
.oflx 'io ’(^«olx;-j[ yrli boaiio’x doiilv/ ,ajfjoijx;q aid 'lo 
Xfdil bynoiijyjd) '(oifj ix;(fj ^iloliq r. ibjxa oi ■'{jfuoj/l 
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TlOYAL ANXIETY, 337 

It will be a great consolation to me to receive the 
aid of a coiincilj of which I shall stand so much 
ill need, in discharge of a duty wherein the hap- 
piness of my future life is, indeed, deeply in- 
terested, but which, a higher object, the happiness 
of a great, loyal, and aftectionate pcojile, renders 
still more important.” 

In the debate on the clause relative to the privy 
purse of Plis jMaJesty, much was said about the 
allowance of sixteen thousand a-ycar to the Queen 
for purposes unknown to parliament, which elicited 
this most satisfactory information, that of this sum 
twelve thousand pounds were to pay an established 
list of charities : and the remaining four thousand 
to enable Pier IMajesty to continue benefactions 
to persons who were not on the list, but who had 
hitherto received the royal bounty to that amount. 

Throughout this severe trial, the pious fortitude 
of Her Majesty continued unshaken, and though 
she could not but suffer much acute anxiety under 
the distressing visitation^ nothing like impatience 
or despondency appeared in her deportment. 

Many were the nights that she sat nip, without 
taking any sleep at all ; and when at length she was 
persuaded to retire to rest, her slumbers were 
short and disturbed . by solicitous enquiries about 
her afflicted consort. 

In the day, the Queen was not less troubled^ 
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Parliamentary addresses. 


ti^jourrinient took place ; and on the tenth of the 
following: month a message was delivered from His 
Majesty to both- houses of parliament^ annolincihg 
his perfeet reeovery. Addresses were in eonse- 
quence moved to the King, full of loyal sentimentSj 
on this joyful event ; land eaeh house sent a iDessage 
also of congratulation to the Queen, whose conduct 
had endeared her to the country, and whose ex- 
emplary and brilliant virtues were looked up to 
with the highest respect and admiration by every 
prince and every court of Europe. Such was the 
language of the lower house, on addressing Her 
Majestyj who replied as follows ; 

I thank you for this signal mark of your atten- 
tion, which affords me the highest satisfaction. 
The evident marks of anxiety which were shewn 
by the House of Commons, and by the people at 
large, during His Majesty’s indisposition, were the 
best solace of my affliction ; and the joy and loyalty 
which have appeared in every rank of His Majesty’s 
subjects on his recovery afford the best proof of the 
attachment of a loyal, a frecj and a generous people 
to their sovereign.” 

Jt should be observed here, that before His Ma- 
jesty entered upon the discharge of . any publjc 
office, he thought it bis duty to attend divine wor- 
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Sislel' being married to the licir-apparent of that 
empire. On going to Petersburgh, be took bis 
wife and three children with him ; and the princess 
being then in the fiowei: of her yonth^ of a lively 
disposition) and fascinating mannerS) soon became 
a favourite with the Empress Catherine) whose 
court and company were far from being favourable 
to female morals^ Into that vpttex of dissipation, 
however,, did the prince imprudently draw his wife, 
and there leave her ndien he made his campaign 
against the Turks ; so that, in fact, he had no one 
to blame but himself, when, on his return, he found 
-her principles contaminated, and her conduct the 
subject of general observation. In this situation 
the prince wrote to her father -the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, informing him of his daughter’s behaviour, 
and requesting his advice how to act under such 
-circumstances. The result of this correspondence 
was a- resolution that she should be removed out of 
Russia ; and the prince accordingly demanded leave 
of the empress to quit her dominions with his fa- 
mily. Catherine readily allowed the prince the 
permission he requested, as far as related to himself 
and his children, but refused to allow the princess 
to return to Germany. No remonstrances could in- 
duce the autocratrix to recede from her determi- 
nation, and the prince, with his sons and dauglitcr, 
quitted the Russian territories for Wirtemberg, 
About a fortnight after their departure, the, princess, 
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was sent by an imperial order to the Castle of 
Lliordej about two hundred miles from Petcrsburgh, 
having been first deprived of all her German at- 
tendants ; 'and before the expiration of tno years 
'the prince received a letter from the empress^ in- 
'forming him of the death of his wife, similar infor- 
'mation being sent also to the duke her father. 
•Tims terminates the history of the unfortunate 
Augusta-Caroline, though, as is always the case in 
such dark transactions, there were not wanting 
'sceptics uho called in question the veracity of the 
empress, and would not believe the account wJiich 
'she gave of the. death of the princess. Many per- 
sons in Germany tenaciously maintained that she 
•%vas still living in a state of confinement, or an exile 
.in Siberia ; and this was the constant opinion of the 
late Duchess of Brunswick, her mother, although 
her husband and brother were satisfied of the 
contrary. • 

The conduct of Catherine in this instance is dif- 
'ficult to be accounted for; since, if, as is natural to 
suppose, she was afraid that the princess would 
suffer the vengeance of her ofTcndcd relatives, and 
"therefore caused her to be detained out of rcganl to 
her safety, this concern for a favourite is hardly to 
be reconciled with her subsequent treatment. Tlie 
tPrincess of Wirteniberg could not have endured 
more severity fH>m her family tlian what she ex- 
perienced from her pretended friend and protector; 
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and the most probable conclusion then is, that the 
empress, though far enough from concealing her 
habits, was unwilling to have the particulars of 
them disclosed in the German courts ; on which 
account, and being conscious that the Princess of 
Wirtemberg knew too much of her secret history, 
she took the resolution of acting in this arbitrary 
manner. Such is that amity, which, having no 
other bond than the reciprocity of licentious pro- 
pensities, is liable to be converted into jealousy and 
hatred, either by the caprice of new attachments, 
or through the fear of detection. 

The cloud of obscurity that enveloped the cata- 
strophe of this princess naturally excited much 
curiosity, and numerous conjectures, some of which 
were extremely harsh and unfavourable to her hus- 
band, who was even suspected of having contri- 
buted to the severity with which she was treated. 
This surmise was certainly unjust; but there were 
other circumstances connected with the history, that 
' could not be so easily cleared up ; and, as is usual 
in such cases, the irregularities of the sufferer were 
attempted to.be palliated by recrimination. 

, When^ therefore, the hereditary prince made an 
offer of his hand to the Princess-Royal of England, 
His Majesty was very much affected, and more so 
on perceiving that the overture met with a favour- 
able reception on the pa.rt of his daughter. The 
King having before his eye's the tragical narrative 
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of his unfortunate relative, as far as it was known, 
fc-lt an extreme repugnance to the proffered alli- 
ance, nor was the Queen less averse to it; but 
their joint remoni>trances \vere of no avail, nor 
could even th'e marvellous fate of her cousin deter 
the princess from giving an j^sent to the proposal. 
Her royal father, however, deemed it necessary to 
make a very close inquiry into the particulars that 
have been just detailed, before he gave his final 
answer; and having ascertained the fact of the 
death of the Princess of Wirtemberg in llussia, his 
consent was no longer withheld. 

blatters being thus far settled, and her royal 
highness remaining in the same state of mind, the 
prince left Wirtemberg at the end of March ; and’ 
on the fifteenth of April arrived in London, where 
he was waited upon by several persons of distinc> 
tion ; and the same evening he was introduced to 
their majesties and bis intended bride. 

Tlvc marriage, however, did not take place till a 
month afterwards, and in the mean time the King 
conversed much with his daughter on the subject, 
offering, if her mind should alter before the so- 
lemnization of the ceremony, to break off the en- 
gagement, and take all the responsibility upon him- 
self, Such was the paternal tenderness of one, who 
in no instance was known to have ever violated the 
slightest promise that he had made ; but in the ♦ 
present instance, feeling that his engagement w'as 
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purely conditional. His Majesty hesitated, and 
waited till the last moment for the final decision 
of the princess, when finding that her determination 
was irrevocably fixed, he said no more ; and the 
union took place with circumstances of great pomp 
at the Chapel Royal in the afternoon of theeighteenth 
of May. The service was performed bj the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, with the assistance of his 
Grace of York, His Majestj?^ giving away the bride ; 
in doing which the whole audience observed how 
greatly he \tas agitated, while the Queen and the 
other princesses appeared overpowered with sorrow. 
When the religious service in the chapel was con- 
cluded, Her Majesty held a drawing-room, which 
was numerously attended ; and on breaking up, the 
whole of the royal family, with the Prince and 
Princess^ of Wirtemberg,- left town for Windsor 
Lodge. 

It should here be stated, that the reluctance of 
the King to this marriage was increased by another 
circumstance, which pressed very heavily upon his 
mind ; and thus was the fear that the example of 
the reigning duke, who had turned Roman Catholic, 
might be followed in time by his son, the conse- 
quences of which His Majesty dreaded, as affecting 
his daughter. Without womiding the' feelings of 
his highness on this delicate subject, our excellent 
monarch had some conversation wdth the prince 
on religious topics, and it afforded him considerable 
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relief to find that, as far as appearances could 
there was no danger of his apostasy. ^ • 

’ On’ ihe twenty-third of the same montli, Her 
Majesty gave a splendid fStc, in honour of the mar- 
riage, at Progmore, which scat was now become 
her favourite place of retirement ; and this was the 
second grand entertainment held here since its 
completion, the first being on her own birth-day 
two years before the present occasion. 

At the draning-rooin, two days afterwards, ad- 
dresses were presented by the Lord Mayor and 
Corporation of London ; that to tbc Queen containirig 
the following well-timed and merited compliment, 
in corgratulating Her Majesty on the marriage of 
her daughter. 

TIic numerous and endearing virtues, native in 
her royal mind, and cultivated with such, exem- 
plary assiduity by the brilliant and crament con- 
duct of her royal mother, form at once a subject 
of exultation and regret, even on tliis joyful occa- 
sion ; of exultation, as wc arc satisfied that the 
dignity of her high birth is proudly equalled by 
hcrtranscendcntly amiable qualities, whicii we have 
long admired and revered ; and of regret/ ns by 
this promising source of connubial felicity, tlic just 
reward of these qualities, the fair daugliters of Bri- 
tain w ill be deprived of contemplating, in tlic Iiigli- 
cst rank, one of the most conspicuous models of 
maiden excellence. Wc earnestly ho])e, Madam, 
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that an union of such exalted promise may be 
crowned with every prosperity to the. illustrious 
pair that a mother’s most sanguine wishes - can 
form ; and that the rest of your majesty’s fair de- 
scendants may be heiresses to blessings commensu- 
rate to the exalted virtues with which they are en- 
dowed.” 

To these gallant expressions. Her Majesty made 
the following reply : ■ . ■ . . 

“ I return you my thanks for this very dutiful 
and loyal address of congratulation on the marriage 
of the Princess-Royal with the Hereditary Prince 
of Wirtemberg ; and for those sentiments, so very 
favourable to , myself, with which it is accompanied.” 

On Friday, the second of June, • their royal and 
serene highnesses quitted Sto James’s Palace for 
■Harwich, escorted by . a parly of light dragoons. 
The princess was dressed in a blue riding-habit, 
with the star of the Russian order of St.' Catherine 
at her breast. She endeavoured to appear cheerful ; 
but the faltering accents with which she bade her 
attendants and the surrounding multitude , farewell 
spoke her agitated- feelings. None of the royal 
family were present, as they had all taken leave the 
preceding night at Buckingham House, when the 
scene was most affecting. Her Majesty and the 
princesses were bathed .in tears, and her royal 
highness hung upon the neck of her father, over- 
whelmed with grief. At length, the prince, her 
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husband, took her hand,- and persuaded her to go 
with him, supporting her to the coach, whitlicr they 
were followed hy the King to take a last farewell 
of his beloved daughter; but his feelings were so 
much overpowered, that he could not even articu- 
late the word adieu. This, considering the aflcc- 
tionate manner in which the family had uniformly 
lived together, was not to be wondered ; for what 
could be more distressing than a separation which 
approximated the nearest to the last awfufdisso- 
lution of the tender ties of nature ? In private life 
the settlement of children by approved alliances 
contributes to cheer the hearts of parents, and to 
diffuse a brightness over their declining years, in 
the pleasing prospect of sharing the ha])pincs^ of 
those they love ; but here, on the contrary, such 
is the heavy tax imposed upon royalty, the nuptial 
festivities were mixed and shaded, as it were, with 
funereal gloom ; since to their majesties this parting 
from a child, who had never lived out of their pre- 
sence, even for a single day, was in all probability 
a parting for ever. 

The year closed, however, with a brilliancy wbiciv 
could not have been angurised in tlic early part of 
it; and His IVIajosty, with his wonted piety, re- 
solved to give a public expression of gratitude for 
the signal blessings wbicli the nation had received. 
Accordingly, the nineteenth of December was ap- 
pointed to be observed as a day of general thanks- 
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giving for our great naval victories; and a grand pro- 
cession to St. Paul’s Cathedral, by the royal family 
and the two houses of parliament, then took place. 
The morning was remarkably fine, and the scene 
had an impressive eftcct, particularly in the choir of 
the church, on entering which their majesties were 
seated under a crimson canopy of state, the King on 
the right and the Queen on the left, with the prin- 
cesses formed in a circle by her side. At the end of 
the first lesson a naval procession commenced, to 
choral music, from the body of the church to the 
choir, when the British admirals advanced with the 
. colours taken in the three great victories gained by 
-Lords Howey St. Vincent, and Duncan. These 
flags were received from the gallant officers by the 
dean and chapter, who ranged them on both sides 
the altar in consecrated order ; after which, a dis- 
course was preached by the Bishop of Lincoln ; and 
the service being concluded, the procession returned, 
in greater state than it entered. Their majesties 
\vere' preceded by the male branches of the family, 
the foreign ambassadors, &c., the Bishop of London 
being on the right hand of the King, and the Bishop 
of Ijincoln on his left. The sword of state was borne 
by Bari Spencer, and that of the city by the lord 
maj^or. The King appeared in blue and gold, the 
Queen in mazarine blue with a diamond head-dress : 
the princesses in the saihe coloured vests, with 



444 DEATH IM THE OUANCn FAMILY. 

chained head-dresses of gold and white feathers. 
The ceremony continued till half past one, wiicn 
their majesties returned in their coach of state to 
Buckingham House. No accident occurred to mar 
the splendour of the day, which terminated with 
great credit to all who had the direction of the 
several arrangements. 

Tlie following year glided smoothly away without 
any thing particularly remarkable in regard to the 
royal family, who spent the conclusion of the sum- 
mer, as usual, at Weymouth, where tlic King and 
the princesses bathed in tlic sea regularly every 
morning, when tlic weather permitted, Wiiilc at 
this gay place of resort, the news arrived of the 
splendid victory gained by Admiral Nelson over the 
French fleet on the coast of Egypt, uhich intelli- 
gence increased the gladness occasioned by the pre- 
sence of royalty, and contributed to furnish addi- 
tional festivities, in which their majesties cheerfully 
participated. 

Of tlieir readiness to enter into the sympathetic 
feelings of others, as well for sorrow as for joy, an 
instance occurred at the end of January, 1/99* 
when the King, in reading a foreign newspaper at 
Buckingham House, was suddenly struck vith a 
paragraph mentioning the death of the second son 
of the Stadtholdcr, at Venice, where, in tijc capa- 
city of an Austrian ofiiccr, he fell a victim to the 
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punctual discharge of his duty, in attending the mili- 
tary hospital^ which^ at that time, was infected by 
a contagious fever. 

Their majesties were veiy much shocked at this 
melancholy intelligence ; and the Queen being fear- 
ful of its elFeets upon the Princess of Orange, imme- 
diately sent ofiF a letter by a special messenger, to 
Hampton Court, requesting her company for a few 
days on some particular concerns. Without sus- 
pecting any thing of her misfortune, the princess 
hastened to town, and thus, by the address of the 
Queen, she was kept ignorant of the loss which she 
had sustained, till the arrival of letters from Venice, 
putting it beyond doubt the sad news was imparted 
to her by gentler degrees, whereby her mind was 
enabled to bear what otherwise might have been 
attended with fatal consequences. 

The reriiainder of this year had a more cheerful 
aspect ; and thougli the pomp and parade of war 
prevailed, the military spectacles were so mixed 
with festivities as to present every where the ideas 
of security and gaiety, rather than of alarm and ap- 
prehension. 

Two entertainments given by Her Majesty were 
of a domestic description, and tended in the reno- 
vation of joy to "create expectations which were far 
from being realized. The first was a private f^te at 
• Frogmore, on the eighth of March, in grateful com- 
memoration of the recovery of the Princess Amelia, 
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Avhosc life had been even dcspaipcfl of for some iime. 
This, therefore, was a scene of unmixed gladness, 
which could hardly be said of the other, for though 
in so'iiic respects it might have been termed a Jeast 
,of conciliation, it \vas more a sacrifice to duty than 
affection. The King ha\dng long suffered much 
anxiety about thfe separation of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, with a true paternal sensibi- 
lity, ivished to see the appearance, at least, of 
restored harmony in his family. To gratify his 
desire, it was agreed that the princess should be 
recalled to court, on the ensuing birth-day j previous 
to which, and to give a greater eclat to the circum- 
stance, Her Majesty, on the evening of the sixieenth 
of May, had a grand ball and supper at her palace.. 
About two hundred persons, tlie flower of the no- 
bility, assembled round their amiable sovereign on 
this occasion; and it was gratefuVto sec, the blaze 
of royalty eclipsing the lustre of dress and the- 
sparliling of diamonds. The company began to 
meet about eight, and at half-past nine the grand 
saloon was opened for dancing, *wl»lch commenced 
with Scotch reels, the two first by the Duke of 
Kent and the Princess of Wales. At one the sup- 
per rooms were opened, when twelve tables, covered 
with a profusion of the choicest delicacies of the 
season, were displayed to view. This cntertni«»- 
ment being finished,- the nobility again resumed 
dancing ; and at fouV the company departed. 
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Never, perhaps, during his long reign, did the 
King witness a prouder day, or one more delight- 
ful, on all accounts, to his patriotic heart, than on 
the anniversary of his birth this year, when he re- 
viewed the various associations of volunteers in 
Hyde Park. These loyal troops assembled early 
in the morning, and on the appearance of His Ma- 
jesty precisely at nine o’clock, a royal salute was 
fired by the artillery company. The sovereign 
then proceeded slowly along the line, and though 
it rained heavily all the lime, he continued unco- 
vered during the review; after which, the several > 
corps, with the surrounding multitudes, made the 
air resound with acclamations. Her Majesty and 
the princesses, accompanied by the Countess of 
Harrington and Lady Mary Stanhope, viewed this 
sublime spectacle from the house of Lady Holder- 
ncsse in Park Lane, and that of Lord Cathcart, 
where they partook of refreshments. The sight 
very much affected them ; and even the monarch 
himself, -as he surveyed this faithful cordon of sub- 
jects, walling him round as it were in lofty defiance' 
of all his foes, could not refrain from expressing 
his feelings by a tear — but then it was the tear of 
gratitude. 

The Queen afterwards held a drawing-room, 
which was one of the most splendid and crowded 
that had been witnessed for several years. 

During the procession of the mail coaches in the 
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front of the palace, the royal family appeared in 
the ^vindows, and were repeatedly greeted by the 
populace ; but what gave thejnost touching effect to 
the scene, was the Prince of Wales holding up his 
child to view the shew, and then delivering the 
young princess into the arms of her royal grand- 
father. 

On the twenty-first of the same month. His Ma- 
jesty set out on a circuit in and about the metropo- 
lis to inspect the different corps of volunteers, and 
about noon, joined the Queen and princesses at the 
house of the Lord Chancellor Loughborough, in 
Kusscll Square, whferc an elegant collation was pro- 
vided; after partaking of which. Ills Majesty again 
mounted liis charger, and proceeded to inspect tlie 
corps assembled in the front of t})c Foundling Hos- 
pital. While the active monarch was thus engaged. 
Her Majesty and daughters went into that noble 
edifice, with whicli they were extremely pleased, 
and particularly tlie performance of tlic children, 
who greeted them in .tlic cliapcl with the air of 
‘‘ God save the King.** 

Another military spectacle, on a scale of splendid 
magnificence in tliis season of loyalty, was exhibited 
by the Earl of Romney, at his scat near Maid- 
stone, w'here, on the first of August, the sovcrcigu 
and his family attended to witness a grand review 
of tlje volunteers in that part of Kent, 'iiic an- 
nouncement of this grand entertainment drew to- 
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gether thousands of eager spectators, not only from 
the surrounding towns and villages, but from places 
very remote. During the whole of the [preceding 
day Maidstone was in a bustle, which increased as 
the evening came on ; and when night fell, no ac- 
commodation of any sort could be obtained for man 
or horse. 

Happy were those who could squeeze them- 
selves into a corner of the meanest alehouse]; 
but the far greater number of strangers were 
obliged to bivouack with their cattle in the fields, 
lanes, and streets. 

To give peculiar pomp to the Volunteets, they 
marched into the town with drums beating and 
colours flying, accompanied by bands of music. 

The royal standard was hoisted on the church, 
and flags were displayed from many of the houses. 
During the afternoon, the road to Moat Park, 
Lord Romney’s seat, about a mile from Maidstone, 
was thronged with people going to see the prepara- 
tions making for the reception of their majesties. 
A pavilion was erected on a rising part of the lawn, 
at the back of the house, for the royal family to 
dine in, and another nearly adjoining for the attend- 
ant nobility. The former was decorated with fes- 
tooils of flowers, and the ground was covered with 
green baize. Ninety-one tables were placed near 
the spot in two divisions, for the volunteers, upon 
which cloths were laid, and knives and forks 
placed for near six thousand persons. 
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The whole length of these tables amounted to 
thirteen thousand, three hundred, and thirty-three 
yards, or nearly seven miles and a half, and the 
yalue of the wood-work exceeded fifteen hundred 
pounds. 

Though the royal family left Kew'as early as 
five in the morning, it was near twelve before they 
arrived at Lord Romney’s, having stopped to break- 
fast with Lord Camden, and been otherwise delay- 
ed by the excessive badness of the roads. . 

The King came to the ground on his charger 
amidst a heavy shower of rain, and Her Majesty', 
with the princesses Augusta and Elizabeth, alighted 
at the tent prepared for their reception, into which 
the Queen invited as many ladies as it would pos- 
sibly contain. As the volunteers and all the gen- 
tlemen present wore boughs of oak in tlicir hats, 
the royal family uishcdto decorate themselves uith 
some of the same, which were immediately brought, 
and the Queen ,and princesses put them in their 
caps and intheir bosoms. 

After the review, a signal gun announced dinner 
to the associations, and this sight, whicli for no\ city 
equalled all the rest, was viewed uith admiration by 
the august visitors, who sat doivn to a sumptuous 
entertainment in the pavilion, while the nobility 
did tbe same in a tent adjoining. The royal party 
consisted of tlio King and Queen, the two prin- 
cesses, the Dukes of York, Cumberland, and Glou- 
cester, the Stadtlioldcr, and the Countess Hairing- 
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ton as lady in waiting. They were attended during 
dinner by Lord Romney, his son, and the honourable 
Misses Marsham, the three daughters of his lordship. 
The volunteers having finished their dinner. His Ma- 
jesty’s health was drank to martial music, by upwards 
of six thousand men, all standing uncovered. Then 
followed some other loyal toasts ; after which some 
of the officers came up before the royal tent and sang 
God save the King.” About half-past five the 
several companies left the tables, got under arms, 
and marched off in different directions : on which, 
the royal family returned to the house, where they . 
took coffee, and at six o’clock set off for town. To 
commemorate the spot where this distinction was 
conferred on the men of Kent, a subscription was 
entered into by the volunteers, for the erection of a . 
handsome pavilion of stone, the cupola of which is 
supported by nine doric pillars, and the whole 
building is formed after the model of the Temple 
of the Sibyls at Tivoli, near Rome, and that of 
•Minerva at Athens. 
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Tico Atlempis upon the King's Life.-^Ropal Fortitude 

Mihtari/ FHc at II at field.— Splendid Entertainment at 
Frogmore. — Excursion to JFej/mouth. — Anecdote of an 
American Qualer.— Visit (o theFsland of Portland,'- 
Return to TJ'indsor.— Christmas Festixitj/, 


HE'that denies atparticular providence in hurnaa 
aflairs \vi{l not easity be convinced by facts of on 
extraondinary occUrrence, even thougli-thcy may 
shake his scepHcism/bccausc he has o word'of conve- 
nient ahibi^ity, ever ready to be applied in all those 
cases Khich arc out of the common course of events. 
And yet it ivill sometimes happen^ when nothing 
short ’of incorrigible infidelity dan ascribe that to 
chance which evidently carries with it Ibc marks of 
divine interposition. The truth of this ivas remark- 
ably evinced in the rnar>'cllous preservation of the 
King twice in one day, when in both instances there 
was not only a deliberate aim to take away his life, 
but that too in situations extremely favourable to 
the diabolical purpose. 

On the morning of the fifteenth of May, 1800, 
while His Majesty was inspecting the evolutions of 
the grenadier guards in Hyde Park, during the 
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firings, a ball-cartridge was discharged, which passed 
very , near his person, and penetrated through both 
thighs of a young gentleman belonging to one of the 
public offices, who happened to stand within a few 
yards of the King. . 

The same: evening the royal family went to Drury 
•iLane Theatre,, and the King had scarcely entered the 
state. box, when.two slugs, were fire|l. directly at liini 
.from.the,pit. Her Majesty and tbe, princesses were 
at that moment, steppingjjitp, the box; butthe King, 
.apprehensive of the .effectcpf the .alarm upon, their 
minds, waved his hand, and said, keep back ; 
they are firing squibs for diversion.”. Such was the 
admirable presence of . mind of . pur venerable, sove- 
reign, and such was his affectionate tenderness, in 
.an instant; when, . for any thing, he .knew, more fire- 
arms were about to be discharged from, the same 
quarter, and . with, the, same nefarious object. .Her 
Majesty; hovyever, at length came, forward, much 
, agitated, followed ; by her daughters trembling, with 
anxiety ; and on finding from the uproar that some- 
thing of serious import had occurred, they all join- 
ed in urging the King to return home, bpt, with his 
wonted fortitude, he replied, No ; sit,, down and 
be calm, for there is no danger ; we will stay and 
see the entertainment out.” .They did so, pnd ; the 
audience manifested by reiterated plaudits their 
. sense of this firmness, and their indignation against 
the assassin. The .unhappy man proved, upon in- , 
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dubitablc evidence, to be a lunatic; but consider- 
ing the position in \ihich lie had planted himself, 
and the experience as a soldier N\hich he possessed, 
it was' certainly little short of miraculous that one of 
the balls had not a fatal effect. In both these attempts 
the deadly design was manifest, and conducted in each 
with the eye of practice; the escape, therefore, of 
the royal person under such peculiar circumstances, 
cannot be re^rded as fortuitous, witliout supposing 
that the whole moral race are left destitute of govern- 
ment and protection, tlie slaves of fate, or the sport 
of accident. 

When tii6 royal party returned to Buckingham 
House,' and Ills Majesty was about to retire to rest, 
he took a cheerful leave of his family, and said, 
" I hope and pray that the poor creature who has 
committed the rash assault upon me may enjoy a« 
sound a repose as I trust that I shall this night.” 

In none of the various assaults made upon liim 
did the King ever betray any thing like resentment 
against the unfortunate or misguided beings, who, 
from phrenzy or faction, presumed to commit acts 
of violence upon Ins person ; nor could those re- 
peated outrages induce him to adopt any precau- 
tions for his security. On the contraiy, he rode 
and walked as usual, sometimes without any attend- 
ant, and, at the inon, with only one ortwoson'and. 
A nobleman, shortly after the serious attack in the 
playhouse, took upon him to remonstrate witli Hf* 
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Majesty upon this exposure of his person, when the 
King ' answercel, that the constant presence of a 
guard would be an irksome restraint which he could 
not endure, especially as indicating an unreasonable 
jealousy of his subjects, of whose loyalty and affec- 
tion he entertained not the smallest doubt. “ I 
know,” said His Majesty, that any man who 
chooses to sacrifice his own life may easily take 
away, mine ; but I only hope that if any one at-^ 
tempts such an act, he will do it promptly, without 
any circumstances of barbarity.” 

The twelfth of June, this year, was distinguished 
by one of those displays of loyalty which happily 
were not -unfrequent at this period, and which 
brought to recollection thc' days of old, when the 
heads of thc baronial houses rallied their depend- 
ants round the royal' standard. This revival of the 
ancient spirit of hospitality and chivalry gave 
energy to patriotism, and drove faction to the den 
of hypocrisy. 

■ Among the nobility who took a leading part in 
thevnational cause at this eventful period, thc Mar- 
quis of Salisbury appeared wdth the characteristic 
' zeal of his illustrious lineage. For near a month 
his lordship’ s magnificent mansion was the seat of 
busy preparations, to receive the royal family, at 
the grand review of the Hertford volunteers in Hat- 
field Park. In this, business above one hundred ser- 
vants and labourers w'cre employed, vunder the per-. 
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sonal inspection of the marquis, who was indefa- 
tigable in his exertions to arrange the tents for the 
accommodation of all the spectators. In the nci'^h* 
houring inns also all was bustle and confusion. 
The cellars and larders were emptied of their liquors 
and provisions, which were transferred to booths 
erected in the park, and scattered among the distant 
clumps of trees, commanding a view of the military 
spectacle. Many of the visitors came on the pre- 
ceding evening, but the gates of the park ncre not 
thro^vn open for carriages till seven in the morning, 
when several waggons entered, dccoratctl with oak 
boughs, and filled with ladies dressed in w liitc. At 
nine their majesties, in a chariot with four horses, 
entered through the principal lodge at (he southeni 
extremity of the park, ha\ ing been only one hour and 
three quarters on their journey. Next follow cd a car- 
riage in which were the Princesses Augusta, Eliza- 
beth, and Amelia. Then came the Prince and 
Princess of Orange, and tfic Duke of York. In a 
quarter of an hour after his arrival, the King mount- 
cd his horse, and was followed by the Queen and 
three princesses in an open landau ; to which suc- 
ceeded anotlicr, containing the Princess Mar)', 
Princess of Orange, Countess of Harcourt, and the 
Ladies Georgina and Emily Cecil. Tlic Prince of 
Orange was in his own coacli. These carriages 
drove to the Queenjs marquee, whicli w.is on a 
rising ground, commanding a view of the whole 
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line. It was ])oardcd with oak in the most finished 
style, and covered with a beautiful Brussels carpet. 
Projected panncis of mahogany, with sash-doors, 
commanded a full view of the eastern and western 
fi-ont. Adjoining to this tent were two others, one 
for the ministers of state, and the other for the la- 
dies. An elegant breakfast was laid for their ma- 
jesties with a service of gold in the summer dining- 
room. 

After the review the volunteers and their officers 
sat down to a substantial dinner in the park, as the 
royal guests did to one of tiic most sumptuous de- 
scription in King James’s room, in Hatfield House. 
At the head of the table sat their Majesties ; on 
the right of the King were the Duke of Gloucester, 
the Prince of Orange, the Prince of Wales, and the 
Dukes of York and Cumberland. On the Queen’s 
side were, the Princess of Orange, the Princesses 
Augusta, Elizabeth, Mary, and Amelia. At the 
lower end sat the Marquis and Marchioness of Sa- 
lisbury, the Countesses of Harrington and Chester- 
field, with Ladies Georgina and Ernil}'^ Cecil. 

Among the principal ornaments of the room were 
two pictures, one a whole length of the King, with 
these words in gold letters on a wreath ' — “ Preserved 
of God, beloved of his people !” The other was of 
Her Majesty, having this motto— Favoured of 
heaven, the glory of her sex !” 

The cabinet ministers and general officers of state 
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were entertained in another room. . When Hie vo- 
lunteers had dined, they all drank His Majesty’s 
health, with three cheers, and afterwards sang 

God save the King” in chorus. At half past four 
the royal family set off in their carriages amidst loud 
acclamations^ the sound of martial music from the 
bands, and the general salute of the guns. Almost 
all the people of distinction in the country were as- 
semblfed on this occasion ; and the concourse, in- 
cluding the different military bodies, could not be 
less than fifty' thousand persons. 

On the fourtoentli of the following month the 
Queen gave an entertainment of a now character in 
Progmore Gardens, tlic management of wliich was 
entirely under the direction of the Princess Eliza- 
beth. About t«o o’clock the royal family repaired 
from Windsor Lodge in their tarriages to the house, 
consisting of their majesties, the five princesses, 
the Prince of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of 
York, the Dukes of Clarence and Cumberland, and 
the Prince and Princess of Orange; after nlioin 
came the company who were inWted to dinner. 
The royal party dined in the temporary room ; and 
for the accommodation of (he nobility', three tent* 
adjoining to this apartment were pitched in a direct 
line, so that tlicir m'ajcsties had a complete > icw of 
the nhole assembly. TI>o dinner, consisting of 
every’ delicacy' of the season, was served up in great 
style; and during the repast the band of the Staf- 
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ford militia played several martial airs. As soon 
as dinner was over, the Princess Elizabeth con- 
ducted her royal parents and the visitors to the 
grotto, where some of the principal vocal performers 
entertained them with glees and songs. The com- 
pany then proceeded across the lawn to another part 
of the gardens, where a group, in the character of 
gypsies, made theiiv appearance ; and on the ap- 
proach of their majesties, Mrs. Mills, who person- 
ated the queen of the vagrant tribe, advanced from 
behind a thicket, leading an ass bearing two diil- 
dren, and sang a gypsey song after which she de- 
livered her poetical destinies of good fortune to the 
several members of the royal family. The King 
and the royal dukes took great’ notice of the two 
children placed on the ass, and His Majesty desired 
that they might be led round for the Queen to see 
them, as they belonged to two of the soldiers’ 
wives. Mrs. Mills and her gypsey throng having 
concluded their part with a dance, retreated into 
the thicket ; after which the princess led the way 
to a space of ground near what is called the Her- 
mit’s Cell, where a stage was erected, on which 
one Du Crow, termed the Flemish • Hercules, ex- 
hibited his wonderful performances on the ' slack 
wire, and afterwards his ^extraordinary powers of 
strength, such as balancing on his chin three large 
coach-wheels, also a ladder, to which were affixed 
two chairs with two children on them, and bearing 



4Go 


FETE AT FROGMORE. 


at the same time on his hands and feet a table in 
the form of a pyramid, with eight persons on its 
surface. 

When these exploits were over, the company 
walked towards the canal, where a large boat, 
having the royal standard flying, was placed on the 
stocks, to represent tlic Royal Sovereign ready for 
launching. Here Mrs. Mills appeared in the dress 
of a sailor, while Mr. Fawcett, in that of the 
St. James's association, delivered a loyal address. 
On the return of their majesties to the lawn in front 
of the grotto, six Hungarian hussars performed the 
peculiar dances of their country ; after w hicb, Faw- 
cett entertained the company with a Itumorous 
song, on the conclusion of which the company re- 
paired to the Princess Elizabeth's Thatched Barn. 
In this beautiful arbour, which wns fitted up for a 
ball-room, scats were erected for the accommoda- 
tion of six hundred of tlic nobility, who were in- 
vited by tickets from Her ^fajesty, none others 
being admitted. The entrance consisted of arched 
colonnades of crj'stal lamps ; the room was decorated 
with flow'ers, and lighted up with chandeliers in 
the form of a bcc-lu%c, the upper part suspended 
by a tassel resembling cars of com. ‘ TJic ball 
lasted till twelve o’clock, when their majesties re- 
turned to Windsor; and the rest of the company, 
after partaking of a cold collation, soon follouetl. 

At the end of the month tlie royal family made 



TOUR TO WEYMOUTH. 46l 

their annual visit to Weymouth, whei'e tlicy re- 
mained till the beginning of October, enjoying the 
benefits of bathing, and mingling in the amuse- 
ments of the numerous visitors who. were attracted 
by the presence of majesty to that ga}’- and pleasant 
watering-place. Here, on the second day of their 
arrival, they were met on the Esplanade by some 
quakers, who accosted His Majesty, and requested 
leave to introduce a young member of their society 
from America, and who, they said, was extremely 
desirous of seeing the King. The good-natured 
monarch accordingly entered into conversation with 
the stranger, who then retired to a little distance, 
and taking off his hat, otfered up a long prayer for 
the King of the little island, blessing providence 
for his late deliverance, and supplicating on his be- 
half a prolongation of years for the good of his 
people. The scene was interesting, and much af- 
fected the persons who witnessed it, particularly 
the Queen and her daughters. 

Weymouth was never more thronged since it 
became a place of royal notice than at this season,, 
and their majesties appeared to make it tlieir study* 
to render the residence there as pleasant to others 
as it was to themselves. 

They regularly visited the rooms, seldom missed 
the theatre in the evening, and made frequent ex- 
cursions on the 'Water, there being constantly one 
or more vessels of war stationed in the roads during 
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their stiy. The principal families in the neigh 
bourhood received occasional calls, but quite in a 
friendly way; and they, in turn, were invited to 
the Queen s parties at the Lodge. At this time tlic 
Prince of Wales and his interesting child were at 
Wc}Tnouthj a circumstance which contributed vciy 
much to the general liveliness. 

Among the various spots to which the royal cu- 
riosity was drawn in these periodical tours, the Isle 
of Portland came in for a considerable share of at- 
tention, on account of the shells, pebbles, and fos- 
sils, found in the sands and the cavities of the rocks. 
The children in consequence made it their business 
to search for these natural rarities, for which tliey 
were certain of a liberal compensation, whenever 
the Queen and princesses made their annual, visit 
to the island, . 

At the beginning of October the royal family left 
the coast for Windsor, where Her jMajesty kept the 
Christmas-day following in a.vcry pleasing manner. 
Sixty poor familic.s had i substantial dinucr^given 
them ; and in the evening the children of the prin- 
cipal families in the neighbourhood were invited to 
an entertainment at tlic Lodge. Here, among other 
amusing objects for the gratification of the juvenile 
visitors, in the middle of the room stood an im- 
mense tub with a yen-tree placed in it, from die 
branches of which hung bunches of sweetmeats, 
almonds, and raisins, in papers, fruits, and toy#, 
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most tastefully arranged_, and the whole illuminated, 
by small wax candles. After the comf>any had 
walked round and admired the tree, each child ob- 
tained a portion of the sweets which it bore, together 
with a toy, and then all returned home quite de- 
lighted. 
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CHAPTER XXT 

Co7}imei}cement of the Nineteenlh Cettltir^.— King's lll- 
ncss.-^Rdietcd a simple R€medj/.-^Iloj/al ‘Visits.-^ 
'lVej/}nonUi,^Anecdoie of the Queen — /V7e at frog^ 
more— New Yeaty and Peace, l^(i2.-~Celehration^of 
the Queen's Birth-Dap at Constantinople, — Christening 
I of ford Cheslerjield's Daughter. — iVar renexsed.’— 
LiSlallationof Knights of the Balk. — Military Rccteas., 
, Presentation of Colours. — Queen's Birth-Dnp, ISOl, — 
Alarming Stale of the King's /leallk,^ Reeocer^.-^ 
Tour to Wejjmouth.— .Aquatic Anttisenienls. — Splendid 
Entertainments. — Visit to Mr. Rose, — Ro^pal RceoneU 
liation.—Translation of J'repUnghausen, 


The commencement of the nc\v century dilTased 
cheerfulness over the country ; and the anniversary 
return of the day appointed to be kept as Her Ma- 
jesty’s birth-day was celebrated in con'scqucncc 
withjpcculiar splendour, the performance of the ode 
for the j3cw«ycar being rcscr\*cd till tl>at grwit c6urt 
festival. But pleasure and pain arc nearly allied; 
and within a few weeks after this scene of gaiety, 
the royal family were greatly distressed by tljc 
alarming state of the King, whose illncs* threatened 
very serious consequences, particularly as none of 
the regular medicines administered could induce 
repose. In this emergency, when professional skill 
was bafllcd, the casual observation of Mr. Adding- 
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ton, now. Lord Sidmoiith, upon the virtue of a 
pillow of hops, was fortunately acted upon, and had 
the effect of relieving the royal sufferer from his 
malady. To this circumstance Mr. Addington was 
indebted for the jocular title of dj3ctor, which, 
though bestowed in the spirit of party, he was well 
content to bear- on an occasion so gratifying to his 
own feelings and those of his sovereign, whose^^ 
sense of the benefit he had received was expressed 
by a friendly visit paid to that gentleman at Wim- 
bledon, the day before the royal family left Kew 
for the coast. 

On the twenty-ninth of June their majesties and 
the princesses went to Cuffnels, the seat of Mr. Rose, 
where they remained three days, mid then embarked 
for Weymouth, which place they did not reach till 
twelve o’clock at night, owing to contrary winds; 
and -when they landed, there were no .j^ersons in 
attendance to receive them at the : pier or on the 
beach, so that they were obliged to walk without 
any escort to the lodge. 

'During the ro 3 ^al residence at Weymouth this 
'season, the Queen gave, as usual, a splendid- enter- 
tainment at Radipole, but on a more extended scale, 
tmder her own immediate' direction and that of the 
Princess Elizabeth. Among the- persons employed 
in the decorations was the wife of ^ Mr. William 
Penley, one of the /performers belonging to the 
Theatre 'at Weymouth ; -and while- she was thus 
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engaged, her little boy atlrActcd the particular notice 
of the Queen, who was so pleased with the liveli* 
ness of his parts, that she sent him to an eminent 
school at Sherborne, where he remained solely at her 
charge till he had completed his seventeenth year, 
when a commission in the army was bestowed upon 
him, with tlirce hundred guineas for an outfit. 

' Their majesties returned from this western ex- 
cursion iit the beginning of October, and closed the 
year with a brilliant cnteitainmcnt at Frogmorc, to 
which only a select party of the nobility and gentry 
in that neighbourhood were invited. 

With the new year, 1803, came in tlic charm of 
peace, which spread a radiance over the celebration 
of the Queen’s birth-day, and rendered the circle 
more gay and numerous than it had been for a con- 
siderable time. Tliat annual festival, however, was 
commemorated at Constantinople in a nmnner more 
pleasing to the feelings of - liumanity, than in the 
formal sound of- presentations and congratulatory 
compliments. 

The Ottoman government having directed that a 
palace should be crcctctl for the accommodation of 
tlie English ambassador. Lord Elgin, tiicn our mi- 
nister at that court, fixed upon tins day for the 
ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the 
intended building. The spectacle was grand; 
but what rendered it peculiarly and unsj)eakably 
touching, was tlic circumstance of tlic liberation 



tNSTALLATION OF THE nATH. 


4G; 

of one bmidrcd and forlv Christian slaves, who wore 

« 

presented to llic ambassador by the capitan pacha, 
in honour of the Queen of England. 

On the second of April (heir majesties and the 
Princess Elizabeth stood sponsors in person to the 
infant daughter of the Earl of Chesterfield, at his 
house in May Fair. The Dowage.r-Marehioncss of 
Bath acted as chief nurse, and presented the child 
to the Queen, who delivered it itito the hands of 
Dr. Sutton, Bishop of Norwich, giving it the name 
of Georgiana. After the ceremony, the Earl of 
Chesterfield, on his knee, presented a cup of caudle 
to the Kin" on a "old waiter of sweat value, which 
had been given to Ins ancestor, the first Lord Stan- 
hope, by the King of Spain, for services in that 
country, during the war of the succession. 

The remainder of this year passed without any 
remarkable occurrences in the royal family, and the 
next had scarcely begun, before the hoarse note of 
preparation for war was heard, the formal declara- 
tion of which took place on the eiglitcentli of May. 
The very day afterwards a grand spectacle was ex- 
hibited in the installation of Knights of the Bath, 
at which' the Duke of York presided as gi’cat master. 
This grand chivalric ceremony was viewed by Her 
Majesty and the princesses from a box lined with 
crimson, over Congreve’s monument in the Abbey; 
and as the knights passed in procession, they halt- 
ed to pay their obeisance, ,the whole of the com- 
' . H h 
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pany in the nave of the cliurcli standing' up^ which 
liad a very fine effect. 

Tiic Queen and lier danglitcrs were all dressed in 
whitCj as were most of the ladieS present. After 
the procession the royal party retired to the dcani}^ 
where an elegant entertainment was prepared for 
tlieir refreshment. 

The renewal of the war, though it portended an 
arduous struggle, so far from being attended with 
any damp of tlie national spirit, seemed to have the 
contrary effect of rousing the whole mass of popu- 
lation into energy. Of this, a striking proof was 
given in the alacrity with which the volunteers flew 
to arms; and a prouder day perhaps was hartlly 
ever >vitncsscd than at the end of October, when 
Ilis Mojesty reviewed these loy.al troops in Jlyde 
Park. On that occasion the scene was rendered 
peculiarly interesting, by the appearance of the 
French princes and several of tlieir fiiitliful adho- 
herents, in uniform, who joined in the royal train, 
no doubt with mingled emotions of anxiety, admi- 
ration, and gratitude. Her Majesty, with the Priu- 
ccsscs Augusta and ElizabcUi, followed t!ie King in 
one open landau, as the Princesses Sophia and 
Mar}' did in another. The review lasted from 
about ten o'clock till half-past one, when tlic royal 
party, witii the foreign princes and several oflicew, 
proceeded to Buckingham House, accompanied all 
the ^vay by immense crowds of people, who, being 
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no longer restrained by the military, ran in all di- 
rections to catch a sight of their venerable sove- 
reisrn. The air resounded with shouts; and His 

•O 

Majesty shewed the^ sense which he entertained of 
these expressions of loyalty, by repeatedly taking 
off his hat, and giving other signs of his grateful 
feelings. The whole number of persons, together 
with the volunteers, could not be less than two hun- 
dred thousand; and many came to town from a dis- 
tance of above one hundred miles, purposely to 
have a sight of this splendid array. Two days 
afterwards, there was another review of the West- 
minster, Lambeth, and Surrey volunteers, which 
fell very little short of the former in grandeur and 
general effect. 

On- the fourth of Januaiy, 1804, a brilliant scene 
Avas displayed at Ranelagh, in the presentation of 
colours to the Queen’s royal volunteers. About 
noon, the trumpet announced the arrival of the 
courtly party in three of His Majesty’s carriages, 
followed by .others belonging to different noblenien. 
The company having alighted. Lady Harrington 
was conducted to her box by the vice chamberlain, 
and followed by her attendants,, exactly in the same 
manner as, the Queen would have been. She was 
dressed in a black pelisse and a scarlet sash, with a 
velvet hat highly ornamented ; and an antique neck- 
Hce of great value, with a fine cameo, of His Ma- 
jesty; being a large and beautiful onyx, set as^ a me- 

H h 2 ' 



4J0 1.ADY HARRlNCTOs‘s SrEEClI. 

dallion, ^^h!ch \\as presented to hcrladj'ship by the 
Queen, as a memorial .of the event. The countess 
being seated^ two pairs of colours* were introduced, 
and placed on each side of the royal box. Tlic 
King’ ^ colours of each regiment consisted of a plain 
union standard ; but the regimental one, whieh was 
designed and executed by the Queen and princesses, 
uasia superb piece of needle-work, the ground 
being a rich purple silk, having in the centre Her 
Majesty’s arms, embroidered and surrounded with 
sprigs of variegated tints and figures. At the lower 
comers were the letters C. R. and under the armo- 
rial bearings the words Queen’s Royal Volun- 
teers.” , 1 ■> 

After prayers and a suitable discourse, the Coun- 
tess of Harrington tlius addressed the o/Hcers s 
** Gentlemen, 

‘‘ Her Majesty Iiaving been graciously pleased to 
confer upon me the honour of presenting to joii 
these colours, I am anxious to express how liiglily 
I am flattered by this distinguished mark of the 
Queen’s favour. At a time of all others tlic most 
awful, when our country is threatened with the un- 
provoked attack of a most implacable enemy, and 
u hen you have evinced your readiness to stand for- 
ward in the defence of cverj’ thing that is most dear, 
to Us all, wliat can be more gratilj’ing or more ho- 
nourable to you, than being peculiarly distingtiishitl 
by Her Majesty, and receding ) our colours from 
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her } Animated as your hearts must be in gratitude 
to the Queen, in addition to every other' noble sen- 
• timent that has guided you from the moment of the 
first offer of your services, it would not only be 
superfluous, but presumptuous in me, to add any 
thing more upon the occasion than the expression of 
every fervent wish for your success in the event of 
the enemy carrying his threats into execution ; con- 
fident that no power,, however strenuously exerted, 
will ever wrest these colours from you, while there 
is yet left a man in your corps to defend them ” 

To this neat and energetic speech a suitable 
answer was returned by Lord Hobart, who express- 
ed in behalf of the corps, which had thus been ho- 
noured, the most patriotic and grateful sentiments. 

The festival commemorative of the Queen’s birtl^- 
day was observed this season with the usual de- 
monstrations of respect. In the morning the whole 
family breakfasted together, according to custom 02 
these occasions j but the King did not attend r:’ 
drawing-room, owing to a severe attack of the rf:.'.- 
matism ; in consequence of which. Her 
instead of a ball, gave a concert in the 
Buckinghain House, to a numerous p-V - " ■ 
nobility. The disorder with whici: 

' afflicted assumed such an alarmirr 
middle of the followino- mondz. 
constant attendance of three ' 

days, 'after which two odiers 
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the public anxiety was excited to the utmost ’degree 
of distress by the Jinfavourable reports that w6re in 
circulation. By the end of the month) howeveij 
the violent symptoms were so far abated, that a 
prayer of thanksgiving was judiciously drawn up, 
and ordered to be read^ in churches, for the purpose 
of quieting the fears of the people ; and, at length, 
the discontinuance of the official bulletins confirm- 
ed the hopes of 'the nation in the complete restora- 
tion of the King’s health. 

On the twenty-fourth of August, the royal family 
and attendants left the Queen’s JLodge for Wey- 
mouth, proceeding byBinfiield and Wokingham to 
the- seat of Sir William Pitt, at Ileckficld Heath,, 
where they dined. Having taken coffee, they went 
on to Andover, and stopped for tea and supper at 
the Star and Garter. * His Majestyiappeared in ex- 
cellent spirits, and handed the ’Queen out of the 
carriage with the greatest gallantry, cautioning her 
against the number of steps. During the short stay 
of the 'royal visitors, they became particularly at- 
tached to a beautiful infant about three months old, 
with whose charms the princesses w’erc extremely 
delighted. About half-past ten o’clock, all the 
party, except the Duke of Cambridge, set off for 
Weymouth, which place they reached at five the 
next morning, w-heri they immediately retired to 
rest, having travelled all night. His Majesty, how- 
ever, rose soon after seven, and Iiaving taken break- 
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fast, walked on the Esplanade, then proceeded to 
inspebt the stables, mounted his saddle-horse, aiid 
rode out till his usual hour of dinner. In the even- 
ing the whole town was illuminated ; fire-works 
were let off on board the ships as well as on the Es- 
planade ; the place was full of gaiety, and no lodgings 
could be obtained at any price. The renovated state 
of the King diftused joy among all classes ; and 
they who had' close and constant opportunities of 
beholding him and his happy family were enrap- 
tured with his condescension. In his walks he 
conversed with the farmer on agricultural affairs, 
with the soldier on his military duties, and with 
the sailor on the boasted preparations of the enemy. 
The last subject never failed to draw from him some 
pleasing remarks on the superiority of the navy ; 
and one day, when going off to the yacht, an attend- 
ant in waiting, in delivering a nvusical instrument 
to a man belonging to the barge, told him to take 
care of it, on whieh the King turned round and said. 

Oh ! there is no occasion for that caution, every 
thing is safe in the hands of a British' seaman.” 

On the third of September the royal family and 
a large company embarked for the Isle of Portland, 
famous for its quarries and romantic scenery. The 
barge had the royal standard iri her stern, and an 
awning covered with beautiful silk, large enough to. 
shade the whole party, but suffieiently open on the 
sides to give the numerous spectators in the sur- 
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rounding boats a complete view of their majes- 
ties as they passed. .Great preparations had been 
making for several days before at Portland Castle, 
for the entertainment of the royal guests; and every 
delicacy of the season was conveyed, over from the 
King’s kitchen at Weymouth. A 'large platform 
was raised for the royal ianjily to land upon at the 
beach, andfthe carriages and horses were taken over 
in the ferry-boat. . , , 

. Soon after their landing. Her Majesty and the 
princesses, in two carriages, and the King nith his 
suite on horseback, took a most delightful excur- 
sion almost round the island ; and on tbeir return 
to the castle, sat down to a sumptuous dinner, 
during which the inhabitants crowded from all parts 
to see their, sovereign. Shortly after j dinner, the 
whole party cut on board the yacht, took several 
trips in the offing, and returned to Weymouth time 
enough for, the tlmatre, which they rarely ever 
missed. 

The ninth being the anniversary of the wedding 
of their majesties, the same was celebrated with a 
grand fete, under the direction of the Princess Eli- 
zabeth. The King appeared first at the rooms; 
and about two o’clock the Queen i and the rest of 
the family arrived, uith a numerous company of 
the'hobility, TJic tables were set out in a style of 
the ^catest elegance ; and about three the dancing 
commenced. All the roads leading to Weymouth 
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were thronged with carriageSj post-chaises, and eveiy 
kind of conveyance, so great was the desire of the 
people to see the monarch. 

. The inhabitants of Weymouth were much amused 
bv a succession of f^tes during- the residence of the 
royal family on the coast this season ; but the most 
curious of all these entertainments was an aquatic 
one, in honour of the birth-day of the Duchess of 
Wirtemberg, on the twenty-ninth of September; 
at which above two hundred and fifty persons were 
invited. The royal yachts were moored in the har- 
bour for this purpose ; and while their majesties, 
with the princes and princesses, dined on board 
one, a numerous party did the same oB board 
the other ; there being platforms laid, by which an 
easy communication was maintained between the 
two vessels. After dinner a Dutch fair was held,' 
both in the yachts and on shore, marquees and 
booths being erected for the several dealers. The 
whole had a most lively appearance, and infinitely 
surpassed any of those ridiculous shews called mas- 
querades. , 

On the tenth of October the royal family visited 
' Lord Dorchester, at Milton Abbey, -from whence 
they went the next day to view Stalbridge, the seat 
of the Earl of Uxbridge, but which had not been in- 
. habited by that nobleman for a number of year.s.' 
After inspecting this ancient and deserted place, the 
party returned to the abbey ; but in going up a 


/ 
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very steep hill, two of the horses >in a phaeton ^ot 
entangled together, which caused the cairiagc to 
overset; find the two princesses who were in it fell 
out, but happily without receiving any other injury 
than that of being greatly frightened. The royal 
family remained at Milton Abbey till the thirteenth, 
when they returned to Weymouth, His Majesty on 
horseback,' and the. Queen and princesses , in car- 
riages. ,'r . , 

. , Early in the morning of the twenty-ninth of tlie 
same month, their majesties and family left Wey- 
mouth on a, visit , to Mr. Rose in Hampshire, pre- 
vious to their return to Windsor. After break/hst- 
ing with Mr. Drax Grosvenor at Charborough, they 
proceeded to Wimbournc, and there changed Jiorscs; 
but the town was so crowded with volunteers and. 
visitors, that the royal carriages could scarcely pass 
along. The windows (Were filled with ladies ele- 
gantly dressed,) ahd all the tops of the houses were 
covered, such 'vas the eagerness of the country- 
people to get a sight of the King and Queen. From 
hence their majesties went on to RingW’ood, where 
a similar scene presented itself, and so it continued 
all the way to Lymdhurst, where the volunteers 
from Southampton and other places were assembled. 
Numbers came from such a distance that they tra- 
velled in flying waggons; and the streets in every 
town through which they passed -were filled with 
coaches, chaises, gigs, carts, and an immense con- 
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course of horse and foot travellers. The royal fa- 
mily reached Cuifncls soon after four the same aftcr- 
nooUj and immediately sat down to a sumptuous 
dinner^ which had been provided in expectation of 
their arrival. 

On the first of November the corporation of 
iSouthampton were honoured with a royal visit. 
The King entered the town on horseback, but the 
Queen and princesses went in carriages, and > were 
received in the audit room by the mayor and his 
brethren. A loyal address was then read to their 
majesties by tlie recorder, to which the King re- 
turned a most gracious answ^er, expressive of his 
particular attachment to the town of Southampton, 
having been, as he said, a member of the corpora- 
tion from his infancy. After this ceremony, the 
royal family went to dine with Mr. Bulkeley, in the 
New Forest. 

The next morning their majesties left Cuffhels, 
with many kind expressions of satisfaction to the 
worthy owner of that hospitable mansion and his 
family, and proceeded amidst the blessings of a 
numerous assemblage of spectators to Farnham 
Castle, the palace of the Bishop of Winchester, 
where an elegant dinner was provided for their en- 
tertainment. About four o’clock they took leave 
ot the bishop, and soon after six reached Windsor,, 
to the great joy of the inhabitants, wl^io illuminated 
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their* houses on the ’happy return of the roj-'a! 
family. ‘ ‘ s • ‘ i 

To' heighten the'gladness occasioned by the rend-' 
vatioii of the Kings health, an interview took 
place between Ilis Majesty and the heir-apparent, 
6n the twelfth of this month, at Kew Palace. The 
Queen^and princesses were present at this interest- 
ing and most touching scene, which was marked by' 
every emotion of paternal kindness on the one part,' 
and of the most profound veneration on the other.'’ 
Her Afajesty had tong felt and depld'red this un- 
happy breach and separation: but 'all her 'efforts 
to ‘bring about a reconciliation ncre incdectnal, tdl 
the ‘ recent illness and recovery of the sovereign 
gave lier those opportunities of which she knew 
how to avail herself for the accomplishment of an 
object that was the nearest to her heart. 

Another proof of Her Majesty’s piety and maternal 
attention appeared this year, in the publication of a 
volume at her expense,' from tlic new stereotype 
press of the late Lord Stanhope, being the first uorfc 
printed by that improved system. This book, which 
is an imperial octavo, has for its title, "An Abstract 
of the whole Doctrine of the Christian Ileligion,‘ 
with observations, by John Anastatius Frcyling- 
hansen. Minister of St. Ulric’s Church, and In- 
spector of the Public School at Halle, in Germany. 
From * a manuscript in Her Majesty's possession.' 





The Avork was never printed in its original lan- 
guage; but the Queen higld)^ valued the manu- 
script^ which she made the basis of her lessons of 
instruction when teaching her daughters ; and hav-- 
ing caused it to be translated, she desired the late 
Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London, to revise it for 
publication, in the hopes that it would be of service 
to young persons as an elementary book, exhibiting 
a concise and comprehensive view of the whole 
system of Christianity. The doctrinal part is per- 
fectly orthodox, and as completely free from any pe- 
culiarity of sentiment as the practical division is 
from enthusiastic flights or mystical reveries. 

It is remarkable, however, that the editor of 
Bishop Porteus’s works, and the writer of his life, 
should not have taken any notice of the concern 
which that prelate had in the arrangement and pub- 
lication of the book. This extraordinary silence is 
no more respectful to the memory of the bishop' 
than to the high character of his illustrious patro- 
ness. The preface to the work sufficiently shews; 
his lordship’s opinion of its merits ; and, therefore, 
his biographer ought to have noticed the share 
which he had in the publication. There may be a 
reason for this strange neglect ; but if there is, it 
must be one of a private nature, since to have 
assisted the Queen in the promulgation of religious 
knowledge cannot be considered otherwise than as 
redounding to th© honour of the bishop. In the 
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judgment of another prelate, indeed, the perform- 
ance was far from being deserving of the distinc- 
tion which it received. But the censures passed 
byl^ishop^Vatson upon a treatise of orthodox divi- 
nity will not weigh much with those w'ho have 
seen that political ecclesiastic magnifying a garbled 
version of the New Testament, published for the 
avowed purpose of supporting and propagating So- 
cinianism. A theological work, esteemed by the 
Queen, and revised byBishop Porteus, was not likely 
to meet with the approbation of such a man as the 
late Bishop of Llandafi^ who, by his oWn account, 
had no other predilection for the church of England 
than a roost hear^ desire to attain her highest ho- 
nours and posses^ her richest temporalities. 


li < 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


Magnificent F^te given hjj the King at Windsor Castle.-^ 
The Queen s Breahfasl at Frogmore. — Installation of 
Knights of the Garter, — Splendid Celebration of Her 
Majesty's Birth-Dap. — German Theatricals. — Ropal 
Tour to Wepmouih. — Death of the Duke of Gloucester. 


When the royal family went to reside at Windsor 
Castle^ the King fornied the resolution of giving what 
has been generall}^ termed among good old English 
customs a house-warming: but the execution of 
this design was delayed from time to time, till the 
beginning of the year 1805, when it was carried 
into effect in a most splendid manner. This f&te 
might be truly called regal, as every thing was 
done by the direction and under the superintend- 
ance of His Majesty, from the preparations of the 
rooms to the arrangements for the company. While 
Mr. Wyatt was fitting up the works, the King was 
giving his orders in every department. The new 
service of plate prepared for the occasion cost be- > ' 
tween twenty^and thirty thousand pounds, and the 
whole- collection displayed at this festive scene was 
supposed to be the most magnificent in Europe. 

A number of persons were employed for a consider- 
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able time preceding, in hanging the silver chande- 
liers and other ornaments that had been saved from 
the French ravagers in Hanover. Glass chandeliers 
and lustres, to the value of several thousand pounds, 
were also purposely prepared in London j and no 
expense was spared to render this a truly royal ban- 
quet. ' Three hundred and ninety persons of* dis- 
tinction ^\cre invited, besides the royal family, mi- 
nisters, and officers of state. Different cards were 
issued for the concert and.ball. The company at 
the former consisted of about one hundred and fifty. 
The five trumpeters belonging to'the Oxford Blues 
were stationed in the gallery, on the first flight of 
stairs, in their full superb gold-lace uniform, and 
played God save the King, in parts, when any of 
the royal family entered, which had a very grand 
effect. As the company proceeded into the castle,, 
they were introduced into the prcscncc-chamber by 
the pages, the same as on a court-dayj and after 
jjaying their respects to their majesties, they went 
round to view the apartments, the appearance of 
which filled every eye with astonishment. 

At eight o’clock the concert began m the Queen’s 
aiiti-chambcTf adjoining the ball-room. Tiic per- 
formance, under the direction of Mr, llogcrs, u-as 
the oratorio of Lsther; the iiistrunienm! parts 
consisted princijially of Her Maje^t^’s band, ulm 
attended in a balcony nc.arthc guard room, in their 
full dresses. The music ended about ten o clock. 
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%Yhen the bull commenced, which was led oft by the 
Duke of Cambridge and the Princess Augusta. The 
floor, inste^id of being chalked, was painted with fan- 
ciful and appropriate devices by an eminent artist. 
The attention of the company was chiefly arrested by 
the novel appearance of four silver tables, between 
the windows, two of which came from Hanover, 
and had been beautilied for the occasion. One of 
'the other two was presented b}'- the corporation of 
London to King William, and the second by the 
same body to Queen Anne. The magniticent 
effect of these massy pieces of plate was consider- 
ably heightened by four elegant pier glasses, one 
over each table, with silver frames. These also 
came from Hanover. At the fire-places were four 
large beautiful dogs of solid silver, for burning wood 
instead of coals, and similar to those used in the 
time of .Henry the Eighth. Cards were played in 
several rooms. Dancing concluded a few minutes 
before two, when supper was announced. Their 
majesties, and the different branches of the famil}'-, 
supped in the guard-room, at a table which was 
elevated upon a temporary platform, raised about 
nine inches from the floor, for the purpose of 
enabling the royal family to behold their company 
with the greater ease, and also to gratify the curi- 
osity of their guests. Two tables were laid on each 
side of the room, each -holding about sixt}’^ persons. 
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The plate on the royal table was wholly of gold; 
and nothing but silver was used at the other tables. 
The beautiful damask cloths which covered the 
tables had the royal arms woven in them, witli 
tasteful and elegant borders ; but what rendered 
them peculiarly attractive was the circumstance that 
they were entirely of the workmanship of the 
princesses. Eighty of the young gentlemen of 
Eton school were present ; and it is a fact, that the 
King went to the college himself purposely to invite 
them to the entertainment. They supped in the 
grand hall upon the ground floor. The number of 
persons present at the -supper could not be less than 
five hundred. A little after nine o’clock, the princess 
Charlotte of Wales retired with her governess. Lady 
de Clifford, and the rest of the royal family witlidrcw 
'about half-past three in the morning ; but the com • 
pany did not leave the castle tilfpast six. Her Ma- 
jesty’s private rooms were illuminated with beautiful 
Egyptian lustres ; and there were also between five 
and six hundred silver branches for lights hung 
in various parts of the royal building. At supper 
upwards of two liundred and fifty dozen of silver 
plates were used, and a similar number of silver 
knives and forks. • ' 

Ostrich feathers, to the number of eight or nine, 
were universally worn by the ladies, and diamond* 
in profusion ; and taste was •stretched to the utmost 
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in the invention of new dresses for this magnificent 
entertainment^ the expense of which was estimated 
at fifty thousand pounds. The next day Her Majesty 
gave a grand public breakfast at Frogmore, which 
was attended by about two hundred persons of the 
first distinction, who were waited upon by the royal 
servants in full dress liveries. About three o’clock 
dancing commenced, which continued till a little 
after six, when the company sat down to an elegant 
collation. 

Windsor exhibited another scene of royal splen- 
dour on Tuesday, the twenty-third of April, being 
St. George’s day, in the grand ceremony of the in-* 
stallation of knights of the garter. 

During the whole of the preceding day, the road 
frorh London was covered with one continued line 
of carriages ; many of which had six horses, and 
several outriders. This sight naturally drew to- 
gether an immense number of Spectatoi's from the 
neighbouring villages to !the towns, through which 
they passed. The greatest difficulty was experienced 
in obtaining n change of horses, and in some in- 
stances the nobility were obliged to get out and 
walk a considerable distance.' i 

It was His Majesty’s particular wish that as many 
of the old customs should be kept up as possible* 
conformably with which he gave directions that d. 
baron of beef should be procured, which was ac- 
cordingly done. It was cut nearly in the form of a 

I i 2 
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EadcHe of mutton^ weiglicdone hundred and sixty- 
two pounds, and took ten hours in roasting. 

Tuesday morning nas ushered in with the ring- 
ing of bells, and soon after seven oVlock the roj’al 
horse guards marched from their barraclvs opposite 
the grand entrance to the castle, where a pair of sil- 
ver kettle drums having been previously placed, Jlis 
Majesty came to the door, and addressing the colo- 
nel, said, 1 present these to you as a mark of my 
esteem for the good conduct of the regiment upon 
all occasions.” The colonel then delivered a tvritten 
address of thanks to His Majesty on behalf of the 
regiment ; after winch, a corporal lifted the drums 
upon a grey horse, on winch a black was preparing 
to beat them, when the band, consisting of eight 
trumpets, struck up “ God save the King,” con- 
cluding with aroyal salute, and then returned pla) ing 
" Britons strike Home,*’ as they passed througli 
the touTi. 

Tile ceremony of the procession and installatioil 
lasted from eleven in the morning till five in the 
afternoon, ,nhen the sovereign and, the knights 
returned from the cliapcito St. George’s Hall, where 
a most sumptuous dinner was sensed up in all the 
formal grandeur of the days of chivalry. 

The preparations for this splendul festival were 
upon the grandest scale, and executed uith extraor- 
dinary elegance and rapidity. In the chajjel, wlicre 
alone scats could be obtained by tickets, places uerc 
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assigned Ibr spectators in the three aisles, and within 
the screen ; but particular visitors liad others allotted 
them in the organ-loft, the Queen’s closet, and the 
chamberlain’s gallery. On the north side of the 
altar, a temporary gallery, surmounted by a canopy 
of crimson velvet with a gold fringe, was erected 
for. the Queen and princesses ; and on the opposite 
side was another- for the lord chamberlain, officers 
of state, foreign ambassadors, and ladies of distinc- 
tion. The banners of the knights were all sus- 
pended over the stalls, and above them their tc-. 
spective helmets, crests, and armorial bearings. 
Exclusive of the knights’ banquet in the hall, en- 
tertainments were also given in the castle to the 
nobility and gentry, militar}’- officers, and others.- 
Thc chief of them was' in the audience-chamber of 
Her Majesty, wbei'e the concert was given at the 
late grand fete. It contained three tables, set out 
in the most beautiful variety and taste for the 
ladies; the Dowager-Marchioness of Bath, -with' 
the Countesses Cardigan and Harcourt, doing the 
honours to the Queen’s guests. The female bran- 
ches of the royal family dined with Her Majesty 
in another apartment. 

The' nineteenth of May being the real birth-day 
of the Queen, when she completed her sixty-second 
year, was ushered in with the ringing of bells at 
Windsor. In the course of the day, the Prince of 
Wales, and the whole of the royal family, paid their 
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sa'JtJJc of mutton^ weighed one hundred and sixty- 
two pound®, and took ten hours in roasting. 

Tuesday inorning was ushered in with the ring- 
ing of belts, and soon after seven o cloci; the roj a( 
horse guards marched from their barracks opposite 
the grand entrance to the castle, where a pair of sil- 
ver kettle drums having been previously placed, 
Majesty came to the door, and addressing the colo- 
nel, said, I present these to you as a mark of my 
esteem for the good conduct of the regiment upon 
all occasions.” The colonel then deliv'ercd a written 
address of thanks to Ills Majesty on behalf of tlic 
regiment? after which, a corporal lifted the drums 
upon a grey horse, on w'hich a black was preparing 
to beat them, when the band, consisting of eight 
trumpets, struck up ** God save the King,” con- 
cluding with aroyal salute, and then rcturnedpla) ing 

Britons strike Home/* as they passed through 
the town. 

The ceremony of the procession and installation 
lasted from eleven in the morning till five in the 
afternoon, when the sovereign and the knights 
returned from the chapel to St. George's Hall, where 
«'i most sumptuous dinner was served u/> in all the 
formal grandeur of the days of chivalry. 

The preparations for this splendid festival were 
upon the gratidcst scale, and executed with extraor- 
dinary elegance and rapidity. In the chajiel, where 
alone scats could be obtained by tickets, places were 
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assigned for spectators in the three aisles, and within 
the screen ; but particular visitors l\ad others allotted 
them in the organ-loft, the Queen’s closet, and the 
chamberlain’s gallery. On the north side of the 
altar, a temporary gallciy, surmounted by a canopy 
of crimson velvet with a gold fringe, was erected 
for. the Queen and princesses ; and on the opposite 
side was another - for the lord chamberlain, olliccrs 
of state, foreign ambassadors, and ladies of distinc- 
tion. The banners of the kniu-hts were all sus- 
pended over the stalls, and above them their tc-v 
spective helmets, crests, and armorial bearings. 
Exclusive of the knights’ banquet in the hall, en- 
tertainments were also given in the castle to the. 
nobility and gentry, military officers, and others.* 
The chief of them was’ in the audience-chamber of 
Her Majesty, whci'e the concert was given at the 
late grand fete. It contained three tables, set out 
in the most beautiful variety and taste for the 
ladies; the Dowager-Marchioness of Bath, with' 
the Countesses Cardigan and Harcourt, doing the 
honours to the Queen’s guests. The female bran- 
ches of the royal family dined 'with Her Majesty 
in another apartment. 

The’ nineteenth of May being the real birth-day 
of the Queen, when she completed her sixty-second 
year, was ushered in with the ringing of bells at 
Windsor. In the course of the day, the Prince ot 
Wales, and the whole of the i-oyal family, paid their 
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Ba Idle of muttorij weighed one hundred and slxty- 
Iwo pound*!, and took ten iiours in roasting. 

Tuesday morning was ushered in ith the ring- 
ing of beds, and soon after seven o’clock the ro^at 
horse guards marched from their barracks oppo'^itc 
the grand entrance to the castle, where a pair of sil- 
ver kettle drums having been previously placed, llis 
Majesty came to the door, and addressing the colo- 
nel, said, ** I present these to you as a mark of my 
esteem for the good conduct of the regiment upon 
all occasions.” The colonel then delivered a written 
address of thanks to Ilis Majesty on behalf of the 
regiment; after >\hich, a corporal lifted the drums 
upon a grey horse, on which a black was preparing 
to beat them, when the band, consisting of oiglit 
trumpets, struck up God save the King,” con- 
cluding with aroyal salute, and then returned pla) iiig 
" Britons strike Home,*’ as they passed through 
the town. 

The ceremony of tlic procession and installation 
lasted from eleven in the morning till five in tlie 
afternoon, when the sovereign and the knights 
returned from the chapel to St, George’^ I Jail, where 
a most sumptuous dinner was scrv'cd up in all tlic 
formal grandeur of the days of chivalry. 

Tlic preparations for this splendid festival were 
upon the grandest scale, and executed with extraor- 
dinary elegance and rapidity. In the cliaiiel, where 
alone scats could be obtained by tickets, places were 



aiJEE-s's inUTIl-D.VY. 


487 


assigned fbv spectators in the three aisles, and within 
the screen; but particular visitors had others allotted 
them in the organ-loft, the Queen’s closet, and the 
chamberlain’s gallery. On the north side of the 
altar, a temporary gallery, surmounted by a cano])y ' 
of crimson velvet with a gold fringe, was erected 
for . the Queen and princesses ; and on the ojiposite 
side was another- for the lord chamberlain, oilieers 
of state, foreign ambassadors, and ladies of distinc- 
tion. The banners of the knights were all sus- 
pended over the stalls, and above them their 're- 
spective helmets, crests, and armorial bearings. 
Exclusive of the knights’ banquet in the hall, en- 
tertainments were also given in the castle to the 
nobility and gentry, militaiy officers, and others.- 
Thc chief of them was' in the audience-chamber of 
Her Majest3q where the concert was given at tlie 
late grand fete. It contained three tables, set out 
in the most beautiful variety and taste for the 
ladies; the Dowager-Marchioness of Hath, with 
the Countesses Cardigan and Harcourt, doing the 
honours to the Queen’s guests. The female bran- 
ches of the royal family dined with Her Majesty 
in another apartment. 

The nineteenth of May being the real birth-day 
of the Queen, when she completed her sixty-second 
year, was ushered in with the ringing of bells at 
Windsor. In the course of the day, the Pj-ince of 
Wales, and the whole of the royal family, paid iheir 
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respects to Her Majesty; but the celebration of 
the anniversaryj on account of its happening on a 
Sunday, was deferred till Monday, when it was ob- 
served with great splendour. Such of the company 
as came in the morning from London and different 
parts of the country dined at the equerries’ tables; 
and about seven in the evening the whole began to 
assemble in considerable numbers. At the top of 
the stairs they were ushered into the royal apart- 
ments by the pages, dressed according to the 
Windsor uniform. 

A little before nine, tbeir majesties, the prin- 
cesses, and other members of the royal family, en- 
tered the ball-room j and soon after the oratorio of 
Athaliah commenced, at the conclusion of nhrch 
the dancing began, and was continued with great 
vivacity till two o’clock in the morning, when the 
company withdrew to a sumptuous supper In St, 
George’s Hall, The royal family sat at a tabic 
under the throne ; t»vo large stools, covered with 
crimson velvet, being placed for their majesties' feet. 
The tabic was upon a temporar^’^ platform, covered 
with green cloth, three steps higher than the floor 
of the room, down the sides of which were laid two 
tables, one accommodating seventj^-six, and the 
other seventy-seven persons. In the adjoining ele- 
gant room, called the King’s guard-chamber, two 
long tables were also laid, each holding cighty-six 
persons. The ground-work for the whole of the 
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Graaments consisted of various coloured sandj dis- 
playing the most beautiful devices, emblematical of 
the occasion ; and having the semblance of highly 
Coloured drawings. Along the sides of the boards 
on which the sand was displayed were numerous 
trinkets for the company. The silver dogs and 
tables that had been used at the King’s entertain- 
ment were again exhibited. In another part of the 
castle, tables were laid for one hundred and four- 
teen 5mung Etonians, but every thing was cold, and 
no chairs were allowed in this room. 

The following day Her Majesty gave a curious en- 
tertainment at Frogmore, consisting of two German 
musical pieces of a comic description. The cha- 
racters were performed by two German girls and 
two German boys ; and one of the latter was so 
extremely humourous, as to produce bursts of laugh- 
ter even from those wlio did not understand the lan- 
guage. This exhibition took place in the building 
called the Barn, which was often fitted up as a tem- 
porary theatre. There were three scenes, which, 
with the stage and decorations, \verc prepared by 
an artist from London. A box was erected in front 
for their majesties and the princesses. About fifty 
persons of quality sat in the pit; and along the 
sides seats were placed for the accommodation of 
the principal inhabitants of Windsor. Their, ma- 
jesties were much pleased with the performance's of 
the juvenile actors, particularly with the boy' who 
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personated a country barber and school-master. 
Tea and lemonade were served round to the royal 
party and their visitors in the intervals of the per- 
formance, at the conclusion of which an abundance 
of wine and cate was distributed to the rest of the 
compan}'. , 

In the same spirit of condescending generosity, 
the Queen gave a sumptuous dinner shortly after- 
wards to the Windsor volunteers, for nhose ac- 
commodation tents were erected in the grounds at 
Frogmore, and in the evening the German thea- 
tricals were repeated. 

On the breaking up of parliament, their majes- 
ties and the princesses went to Weymouth/ where 
they bpent their time in the usual manner; but a 
damp was thrown upon their enjoyments, and the 
gaiety of the place, by the death of the Duke of 
Gloucester in August, which event, though natu- 
rally to have been expected, from tlic declining state 
of Ills health, was sensibly felt by their majesties 
and the >>hole royal family. The people of l^'^cy- 
mouth also uere much concerned at the loss of the 
duke, whom they considered in some measure as 
one of their principal patrons, not only by his fre- 
quent residence among tlicm, but by his being the 
means of bringing the King acquainted with the 
beauties of the place. 

At first it was intended that the remains of his 
royal highness should be deposited vith those of 
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his aiicesiors in Westminster Abbey ; but after the 
requisite preparations had been made for that pur- 
posCj contrary orders came from His iMajcsty, and 
the interment took place in the new vault at Wind- 
sor, being the first body laid in that sepulchral 
mansion, which our venerable monarch caused to 
be set apart for himself and his family : thus, in 
the midst of health, mindful of the last stage of 
all earthl}?- grandeur, when, in the language of the 
poet, it will be found that 

The glories of our birth and stale 
Are shadows, not substantial things. 

There is no armour ’gainst our fate : 

Death lays his icy hand on Kings. 

Sceptres and crowns must tumble down, 

And in the dust be equal laid 

With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 


■3. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Defect in the King's StghC.~TIh Majeslj^'s Birth-Da^, 
ISQ6.— Inquiry into the Conduct of the Princess of 
' TTaks.-^Prudence and Generosity of the Queen.^Me^ 
lancholy aspect of Public Afairs.—The Queen's Birth 
. Day, iS07 . — Return of the Princess of TTales to Court. 
— Arrival of the Duchess of BrunsrzicU.-^ParUamentary 
Settlement of Progniore on the Qucen.'^Description of 
^ the House and Grounds. — Her Majesty's Library and 
Printing Press. 


Though the year 18 oG opened uith the promise 
of felicity to the royal family, in the renovated state 
of the King’s health, and the improvement of Ins 
sight to a degree that enabled him to discern 
minute objects at table, and distinguish persons at 
a short distance, the aspect of things, public, and 
private, soon assumed a gloomy cast. As the sum* 
mcr advanced, the complaint in His Majesty's eyes 
increased ; in consequence of which, the fatigue of 
the drawing-room on bis birth-day devolved wholly 
upon the Queen. In the morning, as usual, the 
royal dukes brcakfastc<l with tlieir august relatives; 
and at about half-past twelve the Queen and prin- 
cesses Icfl Buckingham House for St. James’s, nith 
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the customary escort, but at so quick a rate, that 
two of the horses belonging to the life guards fell, 
and threw their riders ; on which. Her Majesty 
gave directions that for the future her carriages 
should not be driven with such velocity. 

After the -royal party had taken some refreshment, 
and dressed for the drawing-room, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury was introduced into the private apart- 
ment of the Queen, to whom he delivered a con-, 
gratulatory oration on the happy return of the day. 
The concourse of visitors , who were by this time 
assembled in the adjoining room was so great that 
the attendants had much difficulty in making a clear 
passage.' Soon after Her Majesty had entered the 
room, the lord chamberlain waved his wand, as a 
signal for the performance of the birth-day ode, 
the music to which was wholly taken from Handel. 
This annual offering being finished. Her Majesty 
continued to receive the company in her wonted 
affable manner till near' five o’clock, when she 
, found herself so extremely overpowered and -fa- 
tigued as to be under the .necessity of retiring, to 
the great disappointment of numbers who had been 
in waiting for presentation a considerable time, but 
were prevented from getting forward through the 
pressure of the fashionable crowd. 

The exclusion of the Princess of Wales from 
court, and the appointment of a committee to in- 
vestigate certain particulars of her. conduct, raised 
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public curiosity to the height of impatience at this 
time , and the sccresy of the inquiry did not fail -to 
furnish the tongucof *icandal with matterof malignant 
insinuation against Her Mijcsty, as hairing taken a 
part m the pci “^iccution of unprotected innocence 
Into the circumstances of the immediate case to 
which the attention of the commissioners was di- 
rected, or the particulars of the evidence adduced 
on the occasion, it would be needless here to enter* 
but the ends of justice require it to be observed, that 
so far from shewing any enmitj to the Princess of 
Wales,' or of countenancing the charges tliat were al- 
leged against her royal higlincss, the Queen most stu- 
diously avoided all conversation on the subject even 
witli the King, w ho acted throughout the whole afl ur 
according to the spontaneous dictates of his own 
mmd Naj, up to the time when the information 
was made to the Prince, his roval mother and sis- 
ters were in the constant habit of \ isitmg the pnn- 
cc'ss at Blacklicatli , nor did they cease doing so till 
the King himsclt laid a positive injunction upon 
them to suspend the intercourse 

Tlie result of this investigation, Iiowevcr satisfac- 
tory It might be in regard to the jiolitical object for 
which it was instituted, could not be altogether gra- 
tifying to a mind animated by that dchcatt scn«c 
of female honour wliith trembles at the ‘^Iiglitcst 
whisper of reproach Wliat the feelings of lltr 
Majesty wore on becoming acquainted with tlicdis- 
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closures elicited in this inquiry ^Yill easily be con- 
ceived by those who reflect upon the peculiar situa- 
tion in which she stood, and the dignity which she 
had to sujjport. 

In consenting to the rc-adinission of the j)rincessj 
after what had been developed, the Queen certainly 
consulted jiriulencc rather than inclination ; hut her 
affection for the Kiii”: overbalanced all other consi- 

Xj 

derations; and to kec]) his mind tranquillized, both 
Her Majesty and the Prince were disposed to make 
very large sacrifices. The death of the Duke of 
Brunswick, at the fatal battle of Auerstadt, and the 
ruined state of his family, contributed also to this 
exalted resolution. 

The trouble of the Queen was increased at this 
time by the disastrous state of her native country, 
which, from its connexion with Prussia, had be- 
come a prey to an insolent vietor, who seized upon 
Strelitz, and committed dreadful ravages through- 
out the whole Duchy of Meckldnbufg. 

Amidst these cares and pains of royalty, the for- 
mal grandeur of the court was to be kept up, and 
the smiling appearance of gaiety put on, while 
perhaps the heart sickened under its assumed hila- 
rity, and grieved in secret without being able to 
complain. 

As the eighteenth of January, - 1 80/ , fell on a Sun- 
■ day, the celebration of Her Majesty’s birth-day was 
observed on Monday. In the course of the morning, 
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the royal dukes and otlicr branches of the family at- 
tended to pay their respects at Buckingham House 
after which the Queen and princesses went to St. 
James’s, where forty boys, educated in Christ’s 
Hospital, attended, with tlicir master, to exhibit the 
books and drawings executed by them during the 
preceding year, all of wliich were carefully ex- 
amined by Her Majesty, who bestowed upon the 
youths many commendations. 

The drawing-room was completely filled soon 
after the entrance of the royal party ; but though 
the circle was extremely crowded, the Queen W'cnt 
through the fatigues of the day witii a cheerfulness 
in her manner that gave universal satisfaction, 
while they who had the particular pleasure of lier 
conversation were delighted with her nfiability. 

Though it was generally expected tl)at the Prin- 
cess of Wales would liavc made her appearance on 
this occasion, the public were disappointed ; and the 
restoration of her royal highness to the honours of 
the court did not take place till thc'middlc of May, 
when she was presented to the Queen by the Duke 
of Cumberland, after which ceremony, and con- 
versing for a few minutes with Her Majesty, she 
passed on to tlie princesses, and lastly received the 
congratulations of tlic nobility, who were very 
numerous. 

This was a prelude to the splendid gala on tlic 
King's birth-day, when the entrance of Ilis Ma- 
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jcsty into the seventieth year of his age gave oeca- 
sion to all ranks to vie in demonstrations of loyal 
aftection to their venerahlc monarch. 

The multitudes of persons who gained admittance 
into the palace exceeded what had been witnessed 
for many years. Iv/ery room was lull, and the ave- 
nues were crowded almost to suffocation. The com- 
panv continued to enter tlie court-yard from twelve 
till past fourj and the line of carriages extended so 
far, that many persons of the first fashion got out, 
and walked to JSt. James’s ; thongli even then it 
was with much difliculty they could make their way 
through the immense throng. The inconvenience 
was scarcely less within the j)alacc, where a free 
passage could hardly be made for the royal person- 
ages, such was the eagerness of the ])eople to ^vit- 
ncss the meeting of the Prince and Princess of 
Wales in the presence of their august parents. 
Unfortunately, however, the King was prevented 
from making his appearance, in consequence of 
the weakness of his eyes, though in other respects 
his health was unimpaired. Soon after the entrance 
of the Queen into the drawing-room, the Prince 
came, and conversed with her for some minutes ; 
and about three o^clock the attention of the com- 
pany was fixed upon the princess, who was elegantly 
attired, in a style that reminded every person pre- 
sent of Mary Queen of Scots. After compliment- 
. ing Her Majesty and the princesses, she entered 
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into Conversation with the* Prince, diiring ^^hicIl 
there was a profound silence throughout the assem- 
bly, as though all present had felt the same senti- 
ment, and tiiought that the perfect restoration of 
harmony and future felicity depended upon this 
ihtcresting moment. liut there was nothing in the 
scene beyond the forms of politeness ; and whatever 
might be the public wish, there were not wanting 
persons^ who, from tlicir opportunities of obscira- 
tion, concluded that any furtlier connexion nas 
impracticable. • ■ • ‘ ^ 

The arrival of the Duchess of Bnm«nich in the 
following month had a considerable cflcct upon the 
national syrajDathy; and the interview between the 
King and liiFsistcr, after a separation of forty years, 
was the more affecting, from the circumstances of 
these venerable personages, the one being almost 
in a state of darkness, and the other a nidowed 
exile. 

On the part of Her Majesty, and indeed of the 
whole royal family, the most studied attentions 
were paid to the comforts of the aged princess, w ho, 
as long as she resided with her daughter at Black- 
heath; and ever after, experienced nothing but res- 
pect and kindness from her illustrious relatives. 

During this session of parliament, an .act uas 
passed, pursuant to a message from the crown, for 
the settlement of Frogmorc, with other lands in 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, appertaining to 
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Windsor Forest, upon the Queen, for the period 
x>f ninety-nine years, ot the lives of Her Majesty 
and the five youngest princesses.. 

' This estate was sold, with othet lands of the 
crown, in the time of the civil war, but reverted 
after the restoration, and ultimately became the 
leasehold property of Mrs* Egerton, from whom the 
Queen purchased it, and made great improvements, 
both in the house and grounds. 

Frogmore stands about half a mile east of NevV 
Windsor, in a pleasant vale that separates the Little 
Park from the Forest. It is surrounded by a num- 
ber of very fine old oaks and elms, many of which- 
are in the garden, a delightful spot of thirteen' 
acres, admirably laid out, and enriched with a vast 
variety of plants, shrubs, and flowers, both indi- 
genous and exotic. Many fanciful buildings are 
also interspersed between the trees and along the 
walks; but though art has done’ much, the whole 
is made to assimilate most judiciously with the ad- 
jacent foi’est scenery. The house is not large, but 
plain, neat, and fitted up throughout in a style of 
elegant simplicity. Most of the apartments, how- 
ever, contain veiy valuable cabinet paintings ; ■ 
which, together with Mr. West's original sketches, 
and, above all, the library, exhibit a striking memo- 
rial of the refined taste and solid judgment of Her 
Majesty, Among the literary treasures here col-- 

K Ic 
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Jested, are several important vvorksj illustrated at a 
fjrea^ expense ; and adjoining to the library, which 
looks into the garden, is a room containing a 
printing-press, and every necessary apparatus, from 
\vhence have issued some small pieces, under the 
immediate direction of Her Majesty, who, on being 
informed that the place must be entered according 
to act of parliament,' facetiously replied . to tho 
librarian, “ Well, let it be so : I believe there is 
no danger of our being sent to Ucading gaol for 
printing ‘libels.” < 

- Besides many single sheets, on religious subjects, 
there havoi^been printed at this royal press sets of 
cards, exhibiting chronological abridgments of the 
history of Home, Germany,, rrance, Spain, and 
Portugal, all of them extremely well. calculated to 
assist the memory and exercise the faculties of 
young persons. - - 

, Two books only, of sixty copies each, have bc*n 
here printed, and both in the year 1812 : the first, 
a small octavo of one .hundred and eleven pages, 
bearing this title, " Translations from the German, 
in Prose and Verse," is thus inscribed : “ Tho Gift 
of the Queen to her beloved Daughters, Charlotte- 
Augusta-Matilda, Augusta-Sophia, Elizabeth, Mary, 
and Sophia: and with her permission dedicated 
to ithcir Royal Highnesses, by Ellis-Constantia 
Knight." Tlic other is a foolscap .quartoj of ninety 
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pages, with the simple title of " Miscellaneous 
Poems.” Both have an etching, by way of vig- 
nette, rcjDrescnting a garden view of the library. 
All the translations in the first book are religious, 
consisting of prayers, meditations, and hymns ; the 
prose part being chiefly taken from the works of 
Dr. Seiler, whose explanatory works on the Scrip- 
tures may be considered as models of rational and 
enlightened piety, Avhich are equally calculated to 
improve the understanding and touch the heart. 

The volume of “ iNiiscellaneous Poems'' consists 
chiefly of fugitive pieces, which appear to have 
struck the fancy of the selector, who has also in- 
terspersed some original versions from Italian and 
German writers. The following devotional piece, 
to be sung to Plcyel’s German hymn,” will speak 
for itself: 

Oh ! ray God, thy Servant hear ; 

To my prayer incline thine ear ; 

When tuddy morning streaks the skies, 

To thee I lift mine op’ning eyes. 

Wlien the sun conceals his head 
Beneath the western ocean’s bed. 

Of thee, ray God, I ask repose. 

To calm with sleep my pains and woes. 

. When I press the bed of death, 

Take, oh take, my parting breath I 
Save me by thy gracious power 
From all the horrors of that hour. 

K k 2 
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\Vlien the rigliteows judge, thy Son, 
Shall sU upon his glory’s throne, 

And all the angelic host shall see 
The dead arise from earth and sea, 

Oh! then may I and mine rejoice 
To hear the trumpet’s awful voice, 
And cloth’d in white lobes, ever sing ' 
Hosannas to our heavenly king I 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Private Life of the Poyal Family. — Charitable Jnstilu- 
^ iions iJatronhcd by Her Majesty. — Present to the 
Princess Charlotte. — Care of the Education of Her 
Royal Highness . — Work xsritien for that Purpose by 
Mrs. More. -^Present of eastern Animals to the Queen. 
— Jubilee on the Commencement of the Fiftieth Year of 
Ilis 3IaJesty's Reign. — Grand Entertainment at Frog- 
more. — Refections. — Death of the Princess Amelia — 
Illness of the King. — Tribute to the ^lemory of 3Iiss 
Gaskoin. 


Though their majesties began now to feel the 
infirmities of age, the King in a decay of vision, 
and the Queen in the weakness of her feet, they 
both enjoyed in other respects good health, and 
that flow of spirits which accompanies the calm 
remembrance of a life well spent. Their principal 
residence was at Windsor, where, in the bosom of 
domestic comforts, they passed the time with the 
strictest regard to an economical distribution ; both 
rising very early, the King constantly at six, and 
the Queen never exceeding seven, even in the depth 
of winter. About nine they met the princesses at 
the breakfast table ; soon after which they respec* 
tively separated, either for excursions or occupa- 
tions. The King took his plain dinner of beef or 
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mutton iilone, nitliout any nine, about one o’clock, 
and a little after four lie joined the Queen and prin- 
ccsnes at the dessert table The remainder of the 
evening was spent in music. Conversation, or cards, 
and invariably at ten their m^esties retired for the 
night. Such was the general order observed through- 
out the year ; hut though their majcstiCs withdrew 
themselves in a great degree from the pomp and 
parade of royalty, they did not lead a secltided life, 
or appear as if senility liad rendered them discom 
tented with the world On the contrary, they were 
still active, and even sportively cheerful in conversa- 
tion j never more happy than in contributing to the 
pleasure of others, and gladly embracing cvciy op- 
portunity of doin^ good without ostentation. 

To the Queen, nothing was more delightful than 
institutions calculated fOr the improvement of the 
rfsmg generation , and these she liberally encou- 
raged, both by her own subscriptions, and by re- 
commendmg them warmly to the support of others. 
About this time she patronized a school set up by 
the Honorable Mrs Harcourt, at Clewer , and in 
the same spirit of charitj, she co-operated with the 
Pnneess Elizabeth m an institution at Windsor, for 
portioning out young women of good character in 
marnage. The feelings of Her Majesty were 
therefore highly gratified this summer, m two vmfs 
to Oatlands, where a large assemblage of orphan 
children dined imder marquees on the green, all of 
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them clotliedj maintained, and educated, at the entire 
expense of the Duchess of York, ^YllO gave these 
entertaininerits on her o\Vn birth-day and that of 
the duke. 

The harmony of tlic royal family was at this 
time undisturbed ; and the intercourse hetween the 
several branches of it was both frequent and 
friendly. One interesting object that appeared to 
concentrate these sentiments of amity more closely 
Was the Princess Charlotte of '\^’^alGS, no\<^' advancing 
upon the stage of public life, and exciting general 
attention. In the spring of tins j’car,- her royal 
highness caught the measles, during wllicll illness 
she was visited by thd Queen, ^vho presented he'f 
tN-ith a superb service of china, manufactured oii 
purpose, from dratvings executed by Lady de Clif- 
ford, the governess of the princess. 

The education of her grand- daughter engaged 
much of Her Majesty’s thoughts, and slie made 
constant inquiries on the subject, but without ap- 
pearing to exercise the least authority in the choice 
of instructors,’ or givihg any directions relative to 
tlie mode of teaching Which she %Yished to be pur- 
sued. At her suggestion, indeed, delicately and 
handsomely conveyed through the mediuni of tlid 
Bishop of London, the first female writer iii the 
kingdom undertook a work upon. royal education j 
the execution of which will ever redound to the 
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honour ofjthc talents' so employed, and the mind 
that elicited them on this occasion, i j 
, In the summer of 1809, Her Majesty rvas much 
gratified by the arrival of three beautiful antelopes, 
O' male and two (females, which were sent from 
Delhi ,to the Prince of Wales, who had been long 
desirous Of obtaining some of these fine and rare ani- 
mals, to enrich the ornamental stock at Frogmore. 

■>, On ) the I twenty-fifth of October, that favourite 
mansion of the. Queen was the scene of splendid 
festivity, to commemorate the entrance of His Ma- 
jesty into the. fiftieth year of his reign. This na- 
tional jubilee -was celebrated all over, the kingdom 
with, the fullest! demonstrations of loyal affection ; 
the people evciy where vying with each other in 
their onpressions of joy, on an occurrence to which 
no parallel could bo found in the English history. | 
t At .Windsor the morning was ushered in by the 
sound of the trumpet; after which the drums'bcat 
to arms, and th? bells began to ring a meny peal. 
Betwecniseight andioinc o’clock, their majesties, 
the Princess Elizabeth, and the Dukes of York 
and .Sussex, attended divine service .in the private 
phapeli ,on tlie conclusion of which, Tomcrclli, the 

sculptor, ..was, introtiaccci to, the Qaeen and tho 

royal party,, to .whom he presented the bust of tho 
King, for which H's Majesty.had lately sat to tbak 
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But the refined entertainment was at niglitj 
when the gates of Frogmore Gardens were throum 
open for the admission of company, who on their 
entrance were struck with astonishment and delight 
at the fancifui scene of variegated lamps, which, in 
the shaj)c of watchmen’s lanterns, were suspended 
through all the avenues and walks; while the lawns 
adjoining to the house aflbrdcd a rich display of the 
choicest shrubs and plants taken from the green- 
house. On the arrival of the Queen at ten o’clock 
the fireworks began ; after which there suddenly 
appeared, with a magical effect, on a beautiful piece 
of water, two triumphal cars, each drawn by as many 
sea-horses. In one of these cars sat the repre- 
sentative of Neptune ; and that which preceded it 
was occupied by a band of music. On coming to 
the temporaiy bridge erected over the canal oppo- 
site to the garden front, the battlements exhibited a 
'sudden display of transparencies, • -with the words. 
Rule Britannia,^’ which tunc was immediately 
played by the band. On the mount, opposite to 
this bridge, an elegant Grecian temple was erect- 
ed, surrounded by eight beautiful • marble pillars^ 
The interior of this building was lined with purplcy^ 
and in the centre vi’'as a large transparency of the 
eye of Providence, beaming with- radiancy upon 
the portrait of His Majesty, and surmounted by 
stai’s of lamps. From the temple a double stair- 
case descended to the edge of the water and on 



JubrLfeE. 

tile windings of -this staircase' wer6 pladed nine 
altars burnihg with incensc. * ’ j ^ < i / 

On the latra were twelve marqliees/ where Hhe 
company partook of tea and coffee during the fii'e- 
Vvorks ; covers also were laid in theprindpal dining 
fooms .of tlie house, and at twelve the visitors 
down to an fclegant supper, consisting of ali the de^ 
licacies of the season. -The frames were beautifully 
doneih cidblematic 6gurcs, tbc chief'of which re- 
presented Britannia kneeling by the Itdn,'with thd 
jye of Providence above,* and, nndemeatb, this iri-i 
ictiptiori, written by Princess Elizabeth : ‘i '* 

**' Britannia, grateful to Providence, celcbrdt^J? 
the fiftieth year of a reign sacred to piety and 
virtue.” ' ' ’ ^ \ 

' On 'the island in thd iriiddle of thfeUheet of 
ivater d temple was ctcctcd; being d square buildifig 
dniatticnted with Ddric columns, slmnoitltcd by a 
dome, bearing emblematical figltrc's, descriptive df 
the happy event notv celebrated. Fronting the 
vista, or grand promenade walk, leading from the 
house t6 the lake, was a bridge^ consisting of only 
one arch, like the BiAIto at Venice, decorated and 
illuminated. In the centre of the' temple wds ari 
altar, classically ornamented in the allegorical style, 
the designs of which were furnished by the Princess 
Elizabeth. Fronting the iiltar was aTetnale figur^ 
of GratUude, kneding, and exactly resembling the 
Venus "of ClcomcnCs. The tcmpltf and bridge 
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were the only erections made at Frogmore expressly 
for the jubilee festival ; .and the contrivance was 
sucbj that the figures in the former could be seen in 
perspective, by means of open arches, from the 
house and gardens on every side. The fanciful and 
romantic bower, or rustic ball-room, built under the 
superintendence of the Princess Elizabeth - some 
years before, hut which for some time > had been 
suffered to fall into decay, - was now repaired, oriia* 
mented with laurel leaves, . and splendidly illumi- 
nated. On the lawn, and throughout the gardens^ 
tents were erected sufficiently capacious to accom- 
modate from twelve to fifteen hundred persons. 

In the town of Windsor there- were two' grand 
triumphal arches, the first, which extended froiii’ 
the Castle Inn over the high, street, to the town- 
hall, was decorated with obelisks and devices in 
transparent colours ; and the Second, in Sheet Lane, 
which was put up at the sole expense of Mr. Tib- 
bett, carpenter to the Board of Works at Wind- 
sor, had no . less than two thousand variegated 
lamps. 

, The minuteness of these details will be excused 
by him who reflects that such incidents are illus- 
trative of personal character, as well as of the age 
in which they happened. The Queem has often 
been stigmatized with the charge of excessive par- 
simoniousness, than which nothing Could be wider 
fforh the truth, and these festivities alone, to say 
nothing of her acts of benevolence, are afi ample re- 



510 


' IlEPt,ECTI0N5. ' 


fuUtion (jf the calumny, Andyetit'is curious that 
some of those very persons who industriously* cir- 
culated the falsehood, respecting the disposition of 
Her Majesty, should have reproached herforwhat 
they 5 inconsistently enough termed imprudent ex- 
travagance, ( It should be considered, however, that 
this was an event of no ordinary occurrence ; and 
that when the Queen compared the joy that now 
abounded with what she, had witnessed near fifty 
years before, i on her arrival in< England, it was 
l^ardly possible ifor her to avoid’ sharing in the 
general gladness. . t * . > « ‘j 

But tihis great national feast of ^thanksgiving 
was . not attended iwjth mere pageantry and 
entertainments^ It w'as distinguished alsofbythe 
substantial sacrifices of mercy and charity. Large 
subscriptions were entered into for the relief of the 
distressed } cand His Majesty, besides sending t\^o 
thousand pounds to the society for the discharge of' 
small* debts jn London, transmitledi one thousand 
to Scotland, and a like sum to Ireland, (for the 
same purpose. In the same spirit of kindness, ho 
caused all the prisoners of war then on their parole, ‘ 
with the exception of the French, to be liberated : 
and the only reason why the people of the latter 
nation were, excluded, was the barbarity shewn to 
the English wherever Buonaparte could extend his 
arbitrary mandate. * ’ i 

On the seventeenth of January, 1610,* Her Ma- 
jesty held a private court at Buckingham House, 
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where the Persian ambassador was introduced with 
his credentials and presents, which l^t consisted of 
boxes of jewels, rich shawls of great value, and a 
most curious carpet. 

The day following' was observed in the usual 
manner at St. James’s, the drawing-room being 
attended by all the people of fashion in town, and 
numerous presentations took place ; throughout the 
whole of which fatiguing ceremony the Queen, 
though now nearly siNty-six years of age^ conducted 
herself with perfect ease and condescension. 

Yet,' in the midst of gaiety, the heart is often 
heavy, and even the effervescenfce of joy touches 
upon the extreme of sorrow. Thus, at the present 
time, while the appearance of felicity was ' kept up 
by the British court, and while the feelings of a 
loyal people overflowed in the demonstration of 
attachment to the' best of sovereigns, the cloud of 
trouble was about to damp the enjoyments of the 
palace, and to spread consternation over the country. 
The Princess Amelia, their majesties’ youngest 
daughter, had long been in a declining state of 
health ; for which, among other means employed, 
the sea-air' and bathing had hitherto proved most 
beneficial, but without affording any flattering pros- 
pect of recovery. At the beginning of this year, 
the disol’der of her royal highness assumed a more- ' 
alarming aspect; and as the summer advanced, 
symptoms arose which set all medical skill at de- 
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fiance. From her earliest youthishc was of a very 
delicate constitution, and was frequently attacked 
with serious complaints, which increased as she 
grew up ; and, though partially relieved, they never 
failed to recur at 'certain periods, >and ‘generally 
under new forms, with aggravated severity. At the 
beginning of autumn, the princess was attacked 
^vith St. Anthony's fire to a violent degree, which 
brought on such excruciating pains > ns could not 
but shatter a frame naturally tender, and already 
weakened by the repeated assaults of an incurable 
malady. During the whole of her sufferings, which 
language cannot describe, she displayed the noblest 
Christian foititude ; and this spirit of pidus resigna- 
tion to the will of Providence increased in proper 
tion to licr agonies, so that she truly ovcrcamfe the 
stingof death by the jiowcr of faith. While thus she 
lay languishing in expectation of her last hour, the 
King attended her constantly, administering to his 
child every consolation that could be drawn from re- ^ 
ligion, though his oivn heart suffered dreadfully in 
witnessing the pains which he coMd not alleviate. 
Nor did the QuCen feel less acutely for her daugh- 
ter and husband, ' betw eCn both of 'whom, at thi** 
awful season, her cares were divided. The whole 
family, indeed, were depressed with sorrow; and 
at the same time that every one knew there was 
no hope of recovery, all seemed to dread the 
arrival of the moment of separation, which, to tin? 
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royal patient herself^ was .that of desirable deliver- 
ance., ■ For the last few days, the strength. of the 
princess rapidly, wore away, and she died about 
twelve o’clock on the second of November, without 
the least convulsive motion, as one dropping insen- 
sibly and calmly into' a gentle sleep. A short time, 
before her death, wishing to present her venerable" 
father with a token of filial duty, and affection, she 
caused a ring to be made, containing a small lock 
of her hair,, inclosed under a crystal tablet, set 
round with a few sparks of diamonds. When. this 
affecting memorial was completed, she kept, it in 
her. hand till the King came to pay his usual visit,, 
when she; placed it herself, upon his finger, and; 
then said, as her fine though pallid features were» 
turned, fondly towards the afflicted countenance of. 
her august parent, ‘‘ Take this token, to remem- 
ber me.” . . ' 

. The effect of this present on the paternal heart 
of His Majesty, after so many severe trials during 
his daughters illness, was like that of an electric 
shock. • He. withdrew from the apartment, over-, 
powered with grief, and never entered it again.' 
'The princess having, thus gratified her anxious .de-' 
sire, resigned herself to the stroke of fate, and in 
a few days expired, without knowing that her father 
was. ill, and that by her innocent endearment she,, 
had been the cause of his malady. 

. In person, her royal highness was tall and slender. 
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with an air remarkably graceful and prepossessing/ 
although a long course of indisposition had im- 
pressed striking marks on her charming and expres- 
sive countenance. This frequency of ilUhealth pre- 
vented her from studying so deeply as her elder 
sisters; and yet she had cultivated the fine arts 
with great success. In music and painting she was 
a proficient; and few could equal, her on the 
piano-forte. Notwithstanding along and, agonizing 
sickness, which, like the canker-worm, preyed, in- 
wardly upon her constitution, she was generally 
cheerful, and ever studied to conceal her sufTen’ngs 
as 'much as possible, to avoid giving pain to her 
friends and attendants. In performing thc'duties 
of humanity she was indefatigable ; and in the re- 
lations of domestic life nothing could exceed her 
attention, assiduity, and affection.. 

The remains of her royal highness were on the 
night of the fourteenth privately interred in St. 
George's Chapel; and during the whole day on 
which the funeral took place the shops in Windsor 
and Eton were shut up : as a farther testimony of 
respect to the memory of the princess, scarcely an 
individual iras to be seen in the streets who was not 
attired in mourning. ' 

The princess, by her will, directed tliat all her 
jewels should be sold for the payment of what she 
owed, and the discharge of a few bequests; 'but tlic 
Prince of Waifes, who was left residuary legatee. 
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gave the whole of the property to the Princess 
Mary, who had incessantly watched the dying bed 
of her sister, taking npon herself the responsibility 
of settling all the claims. One extraordinary and 
affecting testimony to the exalted virtues of the 
^deceased appeared in (he cficct produced by her 
demise upon Miss Gaskoiu, a favourite attendant, 
who soiTOWcd for her loss to such a degree, that, in 
a short time, she followed her royal mistress to the 
grave. Out of respect to tliis excellent 3'oung lady. 
His Majest}'- ordered that her remains should be 
deposited as near as possible to the royal vault, and 
a marble tablet to be placed on the right hand aisle 
of St. George’s Chapel, with the following in- 
scription : 

Iving George HI. 

caused to be interred near this Place 
the Body of BIaiiy Gaskoin, 

Servant to the late Princess Amelia : 
and this Stone 

to be inscribed in Testimony of his grateful 
Sense 

Of the faithful Service and Attachment 
Of an amiable young Woman to his beloved 
Daughter, 

Wliom she survived only three months. 

She died the 19th of February, 1811. 


1.1 
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Khicss of the King.^ParUamcntarj/ Proceedings,— ’/id-- 
dress to Jler Mojesl^. — Hopes of Rctffterj/. — Jtderriezo 
TC/V/i the Qitceu,—rH€ at Carlton Housc.-^Pelapse.— 
Jiirtk-Dat/ of the Princess Charlotte. — Parlicmentnr^ 
Grant. — Hra^tng-Poom. — /Issassinntion of Mr. Per'- 
cernl. — State of Ptthltc Affairs. — Pirl/i-Hay of the 
Pnner Pegent.— Death of the Duchess of Brunsaich. 
—A Moniac,— Consecration of the Bishop <f Ziondoti. 

At tlie beginning of 'October, His Majesty be- 
trayed symptoms of nervous debility, which pro- 
ceeded from intense anxiety about the state of his 
beloved child ; but though the disorder appeared at 
first in a gentle form, it continued to increase till 
the end of the month, when he became incapable 
of transacting business. i In thejiirst week of No- 
vember, the mental irritability was so very great, 
that the King had scarcely any clear idea of persons 
or circumstances for two mmdtes together; in con- 
sequence of which, parliament met without any 
farther prorogation, but adjourned again for a fort- 
night; at the expiration of which time, a farther 
adjournment took place till the twentieth of Decern- 
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ber, when a warm debate ensued on the propositions 
brought forward b}’^ the- minister relative to the state 
of the nation. The precedent in 1/88 formed the 
basis of the present proceedings, and while it was 
proposed to commit the powers of government, with 
limitations, into the hands of the Prince of "Wales, 
the care and guardianship of the King’s person, 
together with the entire appointment and direction 
of the household, were to be entrusted to tlie Queen, 
and the council appointed to assist Her IN'Iajesty in 
the discharge of the weight}’^ trust. It was not to 
be expected that such a measure would pass without 
opposition, and accordingl}'^ a fierce one was made 
through all the stages of the propositions, which, 
however, were carried, with modifications, through 
both houses, who concurred in an address to the 
Queen, expressing a hope that she would be gra- 
ciously pleased to undertake the important duties 
proposed to be invested in Her Majesty as soon as 
an act of parliament should have been passed for 
carrying the resolution into effect. To this address 
Her Majesty made this rejily : 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ That sense of duty and gratitude to the King, 
and of obligation to this country, which induced 
'me in the year 1789 readily to promise my^mpst 
earnest attention to the anxious and momentous 
trust at that time intended to be reposed in me by 

l1 2 
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parliament, is strcngtlicnccl, if possible,' by the 
imintcrniptcd enjoyment of tliosc blessings which 
I have continued to evperiencO under the protection 
of Ilis Majesty feinfcc that jjeriod i and I should be 
u anting to all my duties if I hesitated to accept the 
sacred trust which is now offered to me. The 
assistance, in point of counsel and advice, which 
the wisdom of parliament proposes to provide for 
mo, will make me undertake the charge with greater 
hopes, that I may bo able satisfactorily to fulfil the 
important duties which it must impose upon me. 
Of the nature and importance of that charge, I 
cannot but be duly sensible, involving, as it does, 
every thing which is valuable to myself, os well as 
the highest interests of a people endeared to me by 
so many tics' and considerations} but by nothing 
so strongly as by their steady, loyal, and affectionate 
attachment to the best of kings.” i 

» > t ' 

During the progress of the bill, His Majesty 
became more tranquil, collected, and even inqui- 
sitive into the state of public afiairs, so as to hold 
out the hopes of a speedy recovery# Still, how- 
ever, it was expedient that the regency should be 
settled for the discharge of the proper functions of 
government, and the 'Prince entered upon /his high 
office under the restrictions which the wisdom of 
parliament had thought it prudent to impose. > By 
the middle of May, the King Avas so far restored to 
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the possession of his faculties^ that, on the nine- 
teenth, he went to Her Majesty’s apartments in 
Windsor Castle for the first time after liis confine- 
ment, to congratulate her upon the return of her 
birth-day. The scene was uncommonly interesting, 
and the whole of the royal family were present, to 
share in the pleasure which it afforded. On the 
following day, the inhabitants of Windsor were 
gratified by the first appearance of their venerable 
sovereign on horseback after his illness. His Ma- 
jesty rode between two equerries, one of whom 
guided his horse, with a cane which had a crook 
at one end of it, for the purpose of catching the 
bridle. The King was accompanied in this excur- 
sion by the Princesses Augusta and Sophia, with 
whom he chatted in his usual cheerful way. 

On the thirteenth of the following month, the 
Prince Regent gave a most splendid f&te at Carlton 
House, with a two-fold motive : first, in honour of 
the birth-day of his august parent ; and, secondly, 
to benefit the numerous classes of British artizans 
and tradesmen, who, by the illness of the sove- 
reign, and the discontinuance of the accustomed 
splendour of the court, had been deprived of many' 
advantages. His royal highness, therefore, deter- 
mined to exhibit a magnificent entertainment, not 
out of ostentation, but with a view to general 
utility; oti which account he expressed his wish 
that all the invited guests would attend in habits of 
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native manufacture. But this gleam of joy, occa- 
sioned by the amended stiitc of His Majesty’s health,, 
ivas suddenly extinguished, and before the expira- 
tion of a montli, the disorder returned with sudden 
and frightful violence. The immediate cause of 
this repercussion was never made known to the 
public j but there can be little doubt of the fact, 
tliat the being deprived of power, and an appre- 
hension of political changes, contrary to His Ma- 
Jesty*8 sentiments, ojiemtcd so strongly on his mind 
as to produce an incurable exacerbation. 

Nothing, of course, was left undone that could 
possibly be thought of to tranquillize the royal pa- 
tient, to dissipate his fears, and w’in his confidence $ 
but all tlicsc attempts only served to heighten the 
disease, and towards the end of the year an official 
report was made, in which it was stated, that 
though some of the physicians did not absolutely 
pronounce a recovery impossible, yet,' that under 
all the circumstances of the case, it was their una- 
nimous opinion that such an event was scarcely 
probable. In this gloomy state of things, parlia- 
ment assembled on the seventh of January, ISIS ; 
and as on that 'day the Princess Charlotte entered 
the seventeenth year of her. age, the same was ob- 
served with due distinction at Carlton House, where 
Her Majesty, the princesses, and a select party, 
were sumptuously entertained. A few days' after- 
wards r the chancellor of tlie exchequer ^proposed 
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and carried a motion for granting a permanent ad- 
dition of ten thousand a -year to Her Majesty’s 
income, which, however, was vigorously resisted by 
the leaders of the opposition, as a measure rather 
calculated to' increase the ministerial influence, 
than for the benefit of the royal family. 

After a lapse of two years, the splendour of the 
court was revived in a drawing-room, held by Her 
Majesty at St. James’s on the last day of April, 
which was numerously attended; and in the evening, 
the Prince Regent gave a grand entertainment to 
the Queen, princesses, and a very large party of 
the nobility. 

The melancholy fate of that upright statesman, 
Mr. Perceval, who fell by the hands of an assassin, 
in the sanctuary of the constitution, made a deep 
impression upon the Queen, who, as well as the 
King, had ever 'entertained a great respect for his 
eminent talents and unostentatious virtues.. The 
steady conduct of this excellent man in the settle- 
ment of the regency contributed to raise him still 
higher in the estimation of Her Majesty, and 
of almost every branch of the royal family. Such 
indeed was the sterling worth, and engaging manners, 
of Mr. Perceval, that no one could become slightly 
acquainted with him, and forbear the wish to culti- 
vate a closer intimacy. 

Both the Queen and the Regent, therefore, felt this 
loss very acutely, as one not easily repaired, and 
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^vliicli at that critical juncture (of affairs ■was likely 
to prove extremely injurious to the public interests* 
’ Great changes in the political world were na- 
turally expected to be the consequence of this cala- 
mitous event, and for some weeks the executive go- 
vernment stood suspended, waiting the appointment 
of new ministers in the room of those who then 
acted, but who in fact had already resigned their 
places. At length, however, after every honourable 
effort had been made in vain io unite the different 
lenders of the opposition, the Prince very judici- 
ously ' renewed the power- of the administration, 
wliich iiad received what was 'considered a death- 
blow; and the nation had soon reason to > applaud 
the resolution. - * m ■ 

* In the mean time, the disorder of the King took 
a very unfavourable turn, arid the paroxysms which 
he suffered exceeded what had occurred since his 
illness. Some of these attacks lasted ^vithout 
intermission fifty or sixty hours, and at one time 
the royal patient was left in a speechless state, so 
as to create the most fearful apprehensions in the 
minds of his medical attendants. 

Nothing but the strength of a constitution invigo- 
rated by temperance could have borne up against 
this fearful conflict in tlie system, the agitation of 
which, both in violence and duration, astonished 
"those who were called to the painful taskiof wit- 
nessing the scene. Sometime previous, to this, the 
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Queen^ accompanied by one or two of the prin- 
cesses, used to visit His Majesty for an hour or more 
every day ; and though his .discourse was rapid, with 
frequent wanderings, yet upon the whole he was 
calm, and never failed to recognize the presence 
of his family. But now this solace could be no longer 
enjoyed : his mental aberrations were continual, and 
a dark cloud seemed to have blotted out the remem- 
brance of all existing objects for ever. Still, amidst 
this chaos, some of the most intelligent of the 
faculty were not altogether without hopes of a par- 
tial recovery, in which idea they were encouraged 
by what had occurred after former paroxysms. 
This judgment received some confirmation; and 
though the royal sufferer did not regain the powers 
of intellectual discernment, his bodily health was 
speedily recruited, and in a short time he was pro- 
nounced to be, in that respect, as well as he waS' 
before the recent attack. 

While the British nation was thus inwardly dis- 
tressed, she had the consolation to see her exertions 
successful in the deliverance of others ; and though 
a dismal and cheerless gloom had entered into her 
own palaces, the light of joy was beaming, by her 
means, oyer distant lands. . The struggle for inde- 
pendence in the Peninsula, aided by the powerful 
operations of the British army under the illustrious 
Wellington, now excited the attention and eager 
.expectation of alU Europe. A mighty crisis was 
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evidently approaching, and even those, whohadlong 
abandoned all hope of seeing a termination put to 
the ambitious career of the usurper of the French 
throne, began to think that his idol. Fortune, was 
about to exhibit another instance of i her incon- 
stancy. But they, who, mindful of deeper causes, 
calmly reflected that in the excess of power gained 
by crime, the elements of self-destruction are neces- 
sarily accumulated with the means of oppression, 
looked upon the passing scene as preluding an im- 
portant cliangc for the repose of the world, a 
It was impossible that persons who viewed things 
in this light could avoid .turning their thoughts 
with sympathetic concern towards the exiled family 
of France, then enjoying on British ground <that 
security and hospitality which had been cruelly 
denied them every tvhcrc else. 

Persecuted by the usurper of their inheritance-, 
and abandoned in their utmost need by the mo- 
narchs of their own blood, they found a tranquil 
asylum in this island, qven when peace with the 
oppressor might have been obtained by their ex- 
■pulsion. 

, Whatever reason, therefore, England has to be 
proud of her achievements by land and/ sea, this 
triumph of honour and humanity far exceeded in 
solid glory all the splendour of her victories. . ^ 
As such it was duly appreciated by. both the 
royal families; and exquisite must have been their 
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mutual feelings when they met together at Oatlands 
on the thirtieth of July, when the Duke and Du- 
chess of York gave a splendid entertainment, at 
which werepresent, with the Queen and most of the 
royal family, all the members of the House of 
Bourbon then in England. ' 

The birth-day of the Prince Regent was this year 
publicly celebrated for the first time, on which oc- 
casion Pier Majesty entertained his royal highness 
and a numerous party ^ at Frogmore. 

.On the twenty-fourth' of March, 1813, the Du- 
chess-Dowager of Brunswick died, in the seventy- 
sixth year of her age, having been ill only two 
days, and' in the following week her remains were 
interred in the new cemetery at Windsor. ; ' 

A short time after this event, an incident occurred 
which greatly affected the Queen, and had like to 
have proved of very serious consequence. • 

Miss Davenport, who was born in the household, 
where her mother had for near forty years enjoyed 
a respectable situation, fell into a desponding 'way 
on the death of the Princess Amelia ; but as she 
exhibited no symptorhs of violent derangement, 
little notice'; was. taken of her eccentricities. . She 
slept in the tower over the Queens bed-room j- and 
about five o’clock in the morning of- the second of 
May Pier. Majesty was awakened by a loud knock- 
ing' at the outward door of her chamber, accompa- 
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nicd ^vith frightful screams. Mrs. Beckendorf, the 
Queen's dresser, who slept in the same room with 
Her Majesty, instantly arose, and both for some 
time hesitated about what was to be done. On 
ascertainingn female voice, Mrs. Bcckcndorf slowly 
opened the inner door, and ventured out into the 
apartment from whence the noise proceeded, where 
she was encountered by Miss Davenport with 
extreme ferocity, demanding access to the Queen. 
She had a letter in her hand, which she insisted 
upon delivering to Her Majesty, who heard all that 
^ passed, and was in great distress for Mrs. Becken* 
dorf, ^rithout being able to render her the least 
assistance. After a long struggle, that lady suc- 
ceeded in keeping off the unhappy maniac till 
Mr. Grobcckcr, the Queen’s page, arrived with two 
footmen; but even these three could not manage the 
poor creature \vithout calling Mr. Meyer, the porter, 
who being a very powerful man, carried her up 
stairs to her own room. Dr. Willis was thch sent 
for, by whose directions a straight waistcoat was put 
on, and Miss Davenport instantly conveyed in a 
post-chaise to an asylum for lunatics at Hoxton. 

On Sunday, the third of October, this year. Her 
M^csty and two of the princesses went to see 
the solemnity of an episcopal consecration, per- 
formed in the chapel of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. Dr. Howley, the Bishop of London, 
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tvas the prelate who received this distinction ; and 
he is the only divine in the present reign who 
has been so honoured. After the ceremony, which 
made a deep impression upon the Queen and her 
daughters, they partook of an elegant collation, 
and at- three o’clock returned to Buckingham 
House. 
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A CEKTUKY had now elapsed since the accession 
of the house of Brunswick to the throne of these 
realms; and the year which completed the cycle 
was distinguished by events that contributed to 
lieighten the national joy in the commemoration of 
the ititetesUng periodu 

The arrival of the Duchess of Oldenburg in Lon- 
don, at the end of March, seemed like the har- 
binger of a delightful spring, after a long and cheer- 
less winter. This amiable and accomplished prin- 
cess received from all ranks of persons the most cor- 
dial welcome; and the Queen, with the whole of 
her family, strove by every exertion to render the 
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sta}’ of the^ illustrious stranger in England as agree- 
able as possible. 

The departure of the King of France to take pos- 
session of the throne of his ancestors, accompanied 
by the remaining brandies of the Bourbons, who 
had' survived the revolutionary tempest, gave a 
touching elVcct to this picture, of providence ; for 
such it was in all its parts, as well as in the general 
issue. In contemplating the mighty change that 
had taken place, and looking with astonishment 
upon the sudden downfall of the colossal jiowcr that 
had so recently delied and appalled the world, even 
sceptical minds could scarcely avoid adojiting the 
language, of the philosophical orator ; Non est 
humano consilio, nc mediocri quidem, Dconim im- 
niortalium cura, res ilia pcrfccta, rdigioncs me- 
herculc ipsic, quoi illam bclluam cadcrc viderunt 
commovisse se videntur, ct jus in illo suum reti- 
nuissc.’’ No human -wisdom, indeed, could liave 
foreseen or contrived such an event, which was alto- 
gether so far out of the ordinary course of things, 
as alniost to give to the scene an appearance of the 
divine agency. 

While Her Majesty shared in the general feeling, 
and . was deeply grateful for the blessings which pro- 
duced it, her spirits were damped, and her mind agi- 
tated, by a very unpleasant dilemma. It having 
been announced that the Emperor Alexander and 
the King of Prussia would visit- England in the 
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course of the summer, due notice tvas given of the 
Queen’s intention to hold two drawing-rooms at 
Buckingham House, which of course cxdtcd a 
considerable bustle in the fashionable Avorld. In 
the mean time, the Prince Uegent transmitted a 
communication to his august parent, in w’hich His 
Royal Highness observed, ^^’that for reasons of 
^Yhich he alone was the judge, he had formed a 
fixed and unalterable determination never to meet 
the Princess of Wales upon any occasion, either in 
public or private.” ' > • ? 

Thus situated, the Queen had no alternativcj for, 
as the presence of the Regent at court w'as indispen- 
eiblc, and he had himself clogged it with a condi- 
tion, nothing %vas left to Her Majesty but to apprize 
the princess that she could not be received at the 
drawing-room. This communication was followed 
by a correspondence, in which the princess intro- 
duced much irrelevant matter, not unmixed with 
bitter reproach and indignant menace. In her 
letter to the Queen, the princess, after beseeching 
Her Majesty to acquaint the illustrious st^ahgers 
with the reason of her absence, very strangely sig- 
nified her intention of making the cause public to 
all the world. In answer to this long note, ' the 
Quebn took hbtice of this curious request and decla- 
ration, tin the, following ttos : " Her Majesty 
could have felt no hesitation in communicating to 
the illustrious strangers who may possibly be 
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present at her court, the circumstances which will 
prevent the Princess of Wales from appearing there, 
if Her Koval Hinrhness had not rendered a com- 

O 

pliance with her wish to this cfiect unnecessary^ by 
intimating her intention of making public the cause 
of her absence.” This drew a reply, in which the 
princess endeavoured to reconcile the inconsistency 
of asking the Queen to do that which she was about 
to perform herself ; but Her Majesty, in acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the note.dcclincdanjTarthcrdiscus- 
sion of the subject. The princess, however, was as 
good as her word, and the letters not only made their 
appearance in the daily prints, but were transmitted 
by her to the speaker of the Plouse of Commons, 
which produced some vehement s])ecchcs, and had 
the effect of procuring for licr royal highness a par- 
liamentary grant of thirty-five thousand a-ycar. 

Amidst this ungracious business, the Queen and 
the Prince were exposed to much obloquy ; and the 
insults oftcred to them by the misguided populace 
reflected disgrace upon those, who, from party mo- 
tives, took a pleasure in spreading a flame which 
they ought to have extinguished. 

During these heats, the allied sovereigns landed 
at Dover; and may Englishmen ever remember 
with honest pride the emphatic exclamation of .the 
Emperor, “ God be praised ! I have set my foot 
upon the land which has saved us all 1” 

•On the eighth of June, the day after their arrival in 

M ni 
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London^ a court, unexampled in point of splendour, 
was held at the Queen’s palace, expressly for their 
introduetion ; after which, Her Majesty, the prin- 
cesses, and their illustrious visitors, dined with the 
Prince Regent at Carlton House. On the tenth, 
the allied sovereigns, with a numerous train, went 
to Ascot races, taking Richmond and Hampton 
Court by the way; and on the course they were 
joined by the Queen and her family, with whom 
they aftenvards dined at Frogmorc, 

A detail of the entertainments which distinguished 
this season of festivity would be perhaps amusing; 
but it is here unnecessary, as Her Majesty had little 
share in them, ow'ing to her advanced period of life 
and increasing infirmities. Nothing, however, was 
omitted that could do honour to the imperial and 
royal visitors, who left the kingdom, after a stay of 
three weeks, strongly impressed with sentiments of 
admiration and regard. 

A circumstance , happened at this period wdiich 
greatly afflicted the Queen, and made her almost 
incapable of entering, with animated delight, into 
the extraordinary spectacle then exhibiting, and of 
which her family and court formed, as it were, the 
central point of observation. While the allied sove- 
reigns were receiving and communicating pleasure, 
our ^venerable monarch began to evince an appear- 
ance of returning reason, so far indeed a^ to be 
made sensible -of the great revolution that had taken 



FLIGHT OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE. 638 

place in Europe. The Queen being, of course, duly 
apprized of this pleasing change, ordered that she. 
should be informed when I'lis Majesty was in a 
state capable of conversation. >She was so ; and, 
on entering into the room, she found the King 
singing a hymn, and accompanying it on the harp- 
sichord ; after which, he knelt down and prayed 
most fervently for the Queen, his children, and the 
nation, concluding with an earnest supplication for 
himself, that it would please the great disposer of 
all events to remove the heavy calamity - under 
which he laboured ; but if not, to give him the 
spirit of patient resignation and humble submission 
to the divine will. Having concluded this solemn 
act of devotion, the aged monarch burst into tears : 
the gleam of reason fled, and Her Majesty was too 
much moved by what she had witnessed to disturb 
him more by her presence. 

Another occurrence, which at this period gave no 
little uneasiness to the Queen, was the flight of the. 
Princess Charlotte on the evening of the twelfth of 
July, from Brunswick House, to the residence of 
her mother, in Connaught Place, Hyde Park Cor- 
ner. Notice of this strange elopement was instantly 
despatched to Her Majesty, who had a card party 
• at Buckingham House, but , which instantly broke 
up in consequence of an event so utterly unex- 
' pected and distressing to the parental feelings of the 
Queen. 

Mm2 
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Happily, however, the royal fugitive was soon 
convinced of the error which she had committed ; 
and at three in (he morning she was restored to the 
arms of her father at Carlton House. 

IVhilc the public mind was agitated on account of 
this singular affair, and every imagination was ex- 
ercised in w’ild conjectures respecting the cause of 
it, another occasion of surprize and ruipour arose 
in the avowed declaration of tl)c Princess of Wales 
to withdraw from the kingdom. No obstacle was 
thrown in the way of this design on the part of 
government j and every thing that her royal high- 
ness could reasonably expect was readily granted 
by the Regent, who was, however,' most unge- 
nerously reproached in a letter which the princess 
left behind her for jjublication, as her most inve- 
terate enemy, imposed upon by false accusers, and 
enemies to her lionour,” 

It is painful even to recur to these circumstances ; 
but as they must necessarily form a part of the 
national history, the intcicst of truth requires it to 
be told, that the princess had no enemies but those 
who were immediately in her confidence and about 
her person ; that whatever trouble she suffered, was 
brought upon herself by connexions which she 
should have avoided, and an impetuous spirit that 
it became her to have governed, instead of letting 
it loose to the annoyance of the peace of her illus- 
trious and forbearing relatives. 
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No people upon earth arc more easily led away 
by their feelings than the English ; and thus it is, 
that ninety-nine times in a hundred they are the 
dupes of their credulity. The most extravagant 
tale of woe moves their s^unpathy to the profuse- 
ness of liberality, and an inflammatory speech of 
invective at once rouses their indignation to an 
excess of violence. . In neither case do they stop to 
enquire into the reality of the stories which operate 
upon their passions, whence it frequently happens 
that their pity is as unmerited as their resentment 
is unjust. But popularity conferred by faction is of 
short , duration, and censure proceeding from igno- 
rance is unworthy of a wise man’s concern. 

Though the departure of the Princess of Wales 
was a grievous disappointment to the stiiTcrs of 
mischief, and the zealots of party, it was a measure 
of great public benefit, by giving the people an 
opportunity of calming their temper and correcting 
their judgment. 

To commemorate the splendid events of this 
wonderful year, it was resolved to celebrate a grand 
national jubilee ; and the first of August, as, being 
the centenary of tlie accession of the Brunswick 
family, and the day also distinguished by the battle 
of the Nile, was most appropriately selected for 
that pui'pose. The early part' of the morning ap- 
peared very inauspicious to . the ydshes of the 
anxious inhabitants of the metropolis, but towards 
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noon the sun shone out in all his glory, and in every 
direction crowds were seen hastening towards the 
scat of attraction in the three parks. ' ’ . 

On this occasion Her Majesty invited the Regent 
and two hundred and fifty persons of the first dis- 
tinction to dinner at Buckingham House. After 
the exhibition of a naval engagement on the Ser- 
pentine, a curious entertainment was presented to 
the admiring spectators in a display of fire-works 
on the. water, representing/ a variety of shifting 
figures, the Protean forms and velocity of which 
delighted the beholders. But the Green Park, in 
which was the royal booth, was the principal object 
of attraction, by having a castellated temple, with 
a Chinese bridge thrown over Constitution Hill. 
Here also a balloon was prepared, and completely 
filled by six o’clock ; but the ascension was delayed 
a few minutes that the Queen and the princesses 
might witness the spectacle. As soon as^ it was 
dark, the bridge and royal booth were illuminated j 
soon after which a discharge of artillery announced 
the commencement of the jire-works, which 'were 
on' .the grandest scale ever witnessed.' This was 
the triumph of the pyrotechnic art, and combined 
all that the imagination could possibly, conceive of 
the sublime and beautiful, in tremendous -^effect, 
and vivid representation. From the battlements of 
the castle a number of rockets were sent up, and^ 
at the same moment the walls exhibited a wonder- 
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ful variety of brilliant ornaments. Each rocket 
contained several smaller ones, which at a great 
height shot out innumerable glittering stars, that 
threw an air' of enchantment over the trees and 
lawns beneath. These rockets then burst, when a 
shower of fiery light descended to the earth, and 
extended' over a considerable space of ground. 
After this, the fortress changed suddenly into the 
Temple of Concord, moving upon an axis, and dis- 
playing a number of allegorical transparencies 
suited to the occasion. 

St. James’s Park had all the appearance of Vaux- 
hall on a full night. Over the Canal was erected 
a bridge, elegantly ornamented with temples and 
pillars, surmounted by a lofty pagoda. Along the 
sides of the Canal numerous tents were pitched,' 
and on its bosom floated several wherries. About 
ten o’clock, the bridge and its towering superstruc- 
ture became an object of singular beauty, and the 
whole had the appearance' of an edifice of golden 
fire. Every part of it was covered with lamps, the 
glass reflectors in proper places relieving the daz- . 
zling splendour with their silver lustre ; the cano- 
pies of the temple throwing up wheels and stars, 
the pillars covered with radiant light, every rising 
tower sending forth showers of flame, while from 
the lofty summit of the pagoda rockets ascended in 
majestic flights, and with inconceivable rapidily. 
The effect of this combination of light on the water 
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which flowed beneath, and on the verdant foliage 
of the surrounding trees, as well as on the scattered 
tents, and moving groups on the lawn, surpassed 
all power of description. 

But this scene of magnificent amusement ended 
tragically; and about midnight the pagoda exhi- 
bited an appearance that soon converted the pleasure 
of the spectators into alarm. The upper towers were 
enveloped in a sheet of flame, which resisted all 
the efforts employed to extinguish it, and in a short 
space the splendid structure was destroyed. The 
catastrophe was much lamented by those who ad- 
mired the elegance of the building as a work of 
taste; but this disaster »as nothing, when com- 
pared to the loss of two lives, and the injury sus- 
tained by spvcral other persons who were employed 
upon the works. 

On the seventh of Japuary, 1 81 6 , the queen gave 
a grand entertainment at Frogmore, in hoi)our of 
the Princess Charlotte, who then coippletcd her 
nineteenth year ; and shortly afterwards Her Ma- 
jesty’s, birth-day. was celebrated at the same place 
in a similar manner with a concert, in which her 
royal highness performed some diGBcult pieces of 
music on the grand-piano to admiration. On they 
dghteenth of May a dra\ving-room was held at 
Buckingham House, which, on account of its being 
th^ first since the depajturc of the allied sovereigns, 
and, abov^ all, as it> was^ known thatj the Princes? 
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Charlotte would be there, attracted a numerous as- 
semblage of the nobility and gentry. At the end 
of the same month the princess gave her first enter- 
tainment at Carlton Housc^ which was attended by 
all the female branches of the family, and a large 
party of friends, who were delighted with the har- 
mony that breathed throughout the British court, 
and the pleasing prospect which it ga,ve of increas- 
ing felicity, little dreaming, while they , contem- 
plated the gaiety of the scene, that she, who now 
irradiated the circle, and inspired all hearts with joy, 
would in a short space be shrouded in darkness. 

. Siq Stella noctu,- per liquidum sethera, . 

Sublimis, atdens, conspicitur polo 
Flammas coruscans ; mox, repento 
L/apsa, petit peritura terras. 
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Jtetitrn of Buonaparte.-^Battie of Waterloo. —ftelmg$ 
of the Queen.— Marriage of the Duke of Cumherland.- 
Leller of Her Majestj/ to the Duke of Mecklenburg.— 
JttStif cation of her subsequent Conduct towards the 
Duchess.— jdnccdote of the Queen. ' 
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While England, in common with the other 
powers of ‘Europe, was celebrating the restoration 
of peace, and devising measures for the security of 
that inestimable blessing, the disturber of the 
world, instead of being thankful for the super- 
abundant liberality which he had experienced, and 
endeavouring to atone by his conduct for the mi- 
series he had produced, was scheming to renew the 
horrors of war. Alike callous to the sufferings of 
humanity, the compunctions of conscience, and the 
sense of honour, he returned with the malice of a 
drcmon, determined upon dominion, though aware 
that in gaining it he must pass through an ocean of 
blood. The crisis was fearful; and they whose 
hopes were the strongest in favour of justice could 
not conceal their apprehensions. The fate of suc- 
cessive generations appeared to be suspended on a 
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single thread, and all who had the happiness of their 
fellow creatures at heart watched the issue with 
intense anxiety. 

Her Majest}^, ■ though naturally of a cheerful 
temperament, arid disciplined by religious principle 
to a spirit of resigned submission to the divine will, 
in all things, could not but feel a deep concern for 
the result of the eventful scene wdiich was then pass- 
ing before an astonished world. 

Happily, however, the trial of fortitude was 
short ; and the deliverance of mankind w'as effected 
by a single stroke, so rapid, ti*emcndous, arid deci- 
sive,- as to remind the serious observer of the pro- 
phetic triumph over the tyrant of Babylon-:- ‘^How 
art thou fallen from - Heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning ! How art thou cut down to the . ground 
which didst weaken the nations! They that see thee 
" shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, 
saying, ‘ is this the man that did make the earth to ' 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms ; that made the 
world as a wilderness, arid destroyed the cities 
thereof?” ; : 

This was, indeed, a season for thankfulness, and 
.as such the Queen considered it, whose contempla- 
tive niind. always gathered from the scenes which 
excited the wonder of the multitude matter of 
confidence in the dispensations of . Providence. 
Conformably to this principle,, she studiously regu- 
lated her own actions by a conscientious attention. 
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to the rule of moral obligation; without sufferings 
the sense of duty to be compromised by motives of 
policy or the power of persuasion. Of this firm- 
ness an instance occurred at the present period, on 
the marriage of the Duke, of Cumberland with his 
cousin the Princess of Salms Braunfels, daughter of 
the reigning Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz. A 
considerable time before this alliance was entered 
into, the Puke of Cambridge, with the consent of 
their majesties, offered, his hand to the princess, who 
accepted the proposal} and matters went so far that 
the great seal was even put to the royal assent, 
when suddenly, to the regret of the; Queen, the 
contract was broken off, owing, as Her Majesty then 
understood, to some objections raised , against the 
marriage by the ^Princess of Salms, who bad con- 
ceived an affection for the Puke fof Cumberland. 
Not being made acquainted with further particulars, 
and far from suspecting that tlie King had concealed 
any thing out of regard to her feelings, the Queen 
was induced aftenvards to sanction the proposed 
union ^between her other son and the princess her 
niece, to }vbom ^be wrote some letters for the regu- 
lation of their conduct, and one also on the subject 
to her brpther, the duke, of which the following 
is a translation : > 
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Windsor, October the lOth, 1814. 

I can scarcely find words sufficiently strong to 
express to you the joy I felt on receiving your letter, 
with which my son s messenger was charged. The 
excuses you make respecting your long silence, my 
dear friend, are superfluous, knowing, as I do, that 
the waters of Pyrmont ^\'iU not allow of any appli- 
cation whatever, and as I agree with you that the 
Princess of Salms could not, on this occasion, fore- 
see that you would not write. Thus, then, this 
union js near its conclusion. God grant that the 
brilliant perspective which both have formed may 
be realized; in the result of which, the age of both 
authorizes the most flattering hopes, and in which 
the character you trace of your daughter gives me 
the gi-eatest confidence. You may be assured, my 
dear brother, that 1 shall endeavour to render the 
residence of the Princess of Salms amongst us as 
pleasant and agreeable as circumstances will permit, 
considering that my sedentary life prevents me from 
contributing to the amusement of the princess, and 
that the greater part of my time is passed in the 
country, where our society is very limited, and our 
life uniform. She will, however, be always a wel- 
come guest when she comes ; and we shall endea- 
vour, my daughters and myself, to do our best to 
entertain her. I have written to_ my son, the Duke 
of Cumberland, my ideas relative to the children of 
Salms. I thought this necessary, to correct a mis- 
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understanding whicli had taken place oh both sides, 
I endcavourcdj to the utmost of my power, to con- 
vince him liow necessary it was to observe the pre- 
cautions which I suggested. The desire of prevent- 
ing inconvcniencies in future to both parties in- 
duced me take tins step. 

As I have reason to believe that paternal ad- 
vice \vill have a salutaiy influence on your daughter, 
I think I may confide to you what will be essential 
for the princess on her arrival here. The usages of 
this country facing so dificrent from what they are 
on the continent, in every respect, I fear that my 
'son may not be sufficiently attentive to them. As 
this is for you alone, I confide to yo‘u, that if: is not 
the fashion here to receive morning visits from gen- 
tlemen, to whicli she will be exposed, by the cir- 
cumstance of the Duke being colonel of a regiment, 
unless he himself introduces them to her : she 
should also bo very circumspect in the choice of 
ladies with whom she shall associate, which nill 
'be so much the more necessary, as the Duke has 
acquaintance amongst our sex, nho, although not 
actually of bad conduct, might, however, become 
Injurious to- her in point of policy. I have found - 
that the advice of the dear King, " of being uni- 
formly polite to every one, of doing nothing in the 
spirit of party, and of adhering closely to his family, 
has been my surest guidance during my long resi- 
dence here ; and I think I cannot do better than to 
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transmit those sentiments to you, dear brother and 
friend, as father to. my niece and future daughter- 
in-law, which you will make use of in such a man- 
ner as you shall judge proper. 

I have sent by the messenger six pounds of tea 
and two cheeses ; eat the latter to my health ; and 
in drinking: the tea, remember a sister whose attach- 
inent for you will not cease but with death'. 

Sir, my dearest brother, 

^ Your very affectionate sister and faithful friend, 

Charlotte. 

-When this letter was written, the Queen had no 
reason to believe that the proposed measure would 
have been at all disagreeable to the King, were he 
then in a capacity to act as a father and a sovereign. 
On the contrary, she was fully persuaded that in 
giving her. assent to the alliance she .only did that 
which he would have done himself, and to which 
he would give his entire approbation in the . event of 
his recovery. Shortly afterwards, however, she. was 
undeceived, and more than one of her nearest rela- 
tives communicated information, which, .as it con- 
vinced her of the tender affection manifested by the 
dear king for her feelings, pointed out directly, the 
course which she had to pursue in a dutiful atten™ ' 
tion to his. Her Majesty’s situaitioh was painfully 
distressing ; but she could not endure the thought 
of wounding that mind which was always ready to 
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malcc sacrifices for her tranquillity, -and of which 
tlic’prcscnt instance was a striking proof. • * ‘ * 

Her feelings on this’ occasion were communicated 
without delay to the Regent, in a tpersonal con- 
ferenee, in order that the Duke of Cumberland 
might be early apprised of tlic change which had 
taken place in Her Majesty’s sentiments) and of 
her fixed resolution never to receive the princess at 
the Englisli court. After this explicit declaration, 
accompanied as it was by a statement of the reasons 
on which the resolution was founded, the Queen 
did not expect that the marriage would have taken 
ptacev Notwithstanding this; the ccrcmoriy was 
performed with' great pomp in the churbh of 
Strclitz, on the twenty-ninth of May following; 
and at the' end of the summer, the royal couple; 
together with the Duke of Mecklenburg/ arrived in 
England, where the marriage was renewed, con- 
formably to act of parliament, at Carlton Hdufee, 
though neither Her Majesty nor any of tbb Jirin- 
cesscs honoured the nuptials with theit* presence. 
With the same firmness the Queen resisted every 
attempt made to shake the determination which 
she had formed of excluding the duchess from her 
court. Her reply to every remonstrance and im- 
portbnity was Uniform and consistent : I cannot 
do that in the present state of the King, which I 
Would not venture to do in opposition to his judg- ' 
ment.” 
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This answer^ so decidedly characteristic of a noble 
mind, alive only to the sense of duty, renders all 
further observation on the subject superfluous^ and 
any notice of the calumnies that were industriously 
circulated on the occasion perfectly unnecessary. 

At this time the Queen and her daughters 
resided wholly at Windsor, where they received their 
foreign visitors, as well as other friends, in a very 
hospitable though private manner. One fine day 
in the autumn, Her Majesty invited several of the 
nobility to accompany her and three of the prin- 
cesses on a fishing party, to the Virginia Water, 
where tents were erected for their accommodation, 
I J ust after dinner the young ladies of the boarding- 
school at Egham House happening to pass by, the 
Queen aflably desired them to approach and take 
some refreshment, kindly noticed each individually, 
and retained all of them some hours, during 
which the band played, while fifteen couple danced 
on the shaded lawn. 
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. CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Stale - of the - King's llcallh. — Anecdote.'-^Arrital ^cj 
> J^riftce Leopold. — Fete JFrogmore.—3/arriage oj 

the i Princess CharhUe.'^Queen^s Drowing-Room.y- 
Aseol _ Raees.-^Amciole. — Marriage of the Princess 
Mcry.'^Pe^lh of the Dale of Mecklenharg-StrelUs^ 

'Tiiouon 'the mental disease of His Majesty was 
T\o\v "so obmplctely decidcd as to pTcclude oU hope 
of recoveryj it was' a consolation to find’ that "His 
general "health- was' unimpaired and' that amidst 
^le wanderings of a disordered imagiriati6ni‘'his' feel- 
ings were not w’drkcd up to a paroxysm of suffering 
by the'eonstent pressure ' of any ide^ evih' For 
«dmc time, indeed, the sense of VegaV'dignity, the 
.natural result of long habit; made liim, occasionally 
impatient, but this gradually subsided; and al- 
though the consciousness of what he was could not 
‘be entirely obliterated, it ceased to produce any 
violent effects. 

About the present period, the image of royalty 
began to fade away altogether ; and as the senspry 
could receive nothing new. to fill up the vacuity, the 
strange, but certainly not incongruous, persuasion 
followed, that death had closed the scene here 
below ; and accordingly, one day, the King, under 
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that conviction, told his attendant to provide for 
him a full suit of black, there being, he said, a 
general mourning for George the Third. 

From that moment the illusion operated with 
greater force, till it settled in a complete belief: 
but though the idea that disanimation had taken 
place became thus irrevocably fixed, it was neither 
attended with personal neglect, an abstraction from 
amusement, nor a forgetfulness of favourite objects. 
While the mind, to its own jjcrceptibility, was thus 
removed into another sphere, the same associations 
continued to cheer and exercise the thoughts that 
had afforded delight in former days. Thus, a new 
world was in a manner created, peopled with recol- 
lected connexions, and stored with imaginary pros- 
pects, which, by inducing application, and exer- 
cising the fancy, saved the royal patient from suffer- 
ing through excessive irritability,, or falling into a 
gloomy despondency. 

Under all the circumstances, therefore, this might 
be considered as a state which called for thankful- 
ness, and in that light it was viewed by the Queen, 
to whom Dr. John Willis made a report every morn- 
ing after breakfast ; when, if it was deemed advise- 
able. Her Majesty accompanied the physician down 
a private staircase into the apartment occupied by 
the King, with whom she sometimes entered into 
conversation, no other person being allowed that , 
privilege. . ' 
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From this awful spectacle of a noble intellect, 
reduced like a magnificent temple to ruins, and yet 
, commanding veneration in its desolated state, we 
must now turn our attention to a scene of life and 
gaiety, Svhcrc the cffcrycsccncc of joy overcomes 
every other sentiment; and no one that takes a part 
in the general gladness dreams of the day of dark- 
ness to which it leads. ' « < 

Under the peculiar circumstances of the royal 
family, the national hopes were centered in the 
Princess Charlotte,’ for whose settlement and hap- 
piness the people felt so warm an. interest, that: 
much concern ivas expressed when the rupture of 
the projected union between her royal highness and 
the hereditary Prince of Orange was announced. 
The popular sentiment was certainly in favour of 
that alliance on many account", particularly as it 
was known to be a favourite measure of their ma- 
jesties ; and because the prince, from his having 
"been wholly educated in this country, was -consi- 
dered as an Englishman. Nor was it ever suspected 
that the jirinccss herself had any objection to the 
Prince of Orange, up to the arrival of the allied 
sovereigns, when it was discovered that her mind 
had taken an unaccountable impulse m dpposition 
to the marriage ; and her rcaolution being decidedly 
expressed, the negotiation ended. ■* 

Much as the heads of the family regretted Ihife 
disappointment of their wishes, they were too liberal 
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to attempt, even by remonstrance, the effecting any 
alteration in the sentiments of the princess : and 
when afterwards it was discovered that she had 
placed her affections upon the young Prince of Saxe 
Cobourg, who happened to have visited England 
just at that critical period, every- thing was done to 
meet her inclinations. 

Accordingly, on the twenty-first of .February, 
1816, this favoured youth landed at Dover, and the 
day following proceeded to Brighton, where Her 
Majesty,, with the .Princesses Elizabeth ' and Mary, 
were then on a. visit to the Regent and his. daughter* 
The reception of the prince was iflost cordial on 
every side; and on the fifth of the following month 
the 'Queen ahd princesses' returned to Windsor to 
make preparations for the approaching nuptials, 
which, however, did mot take place as' soon as was 
expected, owing to the time necessarily occupied 
in the settlement of preliminaries, and ' the* severe 
illness of, Prince Leopold, who was confined at 
Brighton till the middle of April. On the twenty- 
sixth of that month, being the birth-day of the 
Princess' Mary, the Queen gave a grand entertain- 
ment at . Frogmore, where the Prince Regent' was 
received by his royal daughter, the Prince of Saxe 
Cobourg, and several members of the family, at- 
tended by a numerous party bf the nobility who 
had been invited to dine with Her Majesty on this 
occasion. In the evening the" Regent returned to 
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London; and three days afterwards the rest of'tife 
family followed, to be in readiness for the nuptials^ 
the Princess Charlotte going to Carlton House, 
Prince Leopold to the apartments f of the Duke of 
Clarence in St. James’s Palace, and Her Majesty, ‘ 
with the princesses, to Buckingham House, where 
the next day, being the thirtieth; a drawing-room 
was held according to etiquette, for, the purpose of 
giving the young prince a formal reception at the 
British court ;* and there he met his intended bride. 
The ‘same evening the nuptial dresses were exhibited 
to the Queen, the RegenVand the. princesses, fall of 
whorn'inadc splendid presents 'on ' the joyful occa- 
sion to their illuStribus relative.* > J' > r 
At length the'second of May, the day appointed 
for the celebration of the marriage/'arrived f'and 
public curiosity having been long ‘excited to an 
event of so much national interest, the neighbour- 
hood of the court was early thronged with' impatient 
multitudes. ' . 

At four o’clock, the Princess' Charlotte went in' a 
carriage to the Queen’s palace, to dine 'with Her 
Majesty and the princesses ; but the crowd was so 
great in Pall-Mall,' that the coachman found' it ne- 
cessary to return, and drive through the Park’ ‘ ' '- ? • 
At about half-past 'seven, the royal party’set off 
for Carlton House, the Queen, the' Princess 'Chari 
lotte, the Princesses Augusta and'EHzabeth, in one 
carriage, ‘ and the Princesses^ Mary ’and Sophia of 
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Gloucester in another, escorted by a troop of^ the 
Life Guards, the populace cheering them all the way. 
The royal family, the Duke and Duchess of Orleans, 
and Prince Leopold, were, conducted to the royal 
closet, where they continued while; the attendants 
were busied in the necessary arrangements., 

All things ; being in readiness for, the procession. 
Her Majesty left the closet, and moved with her 
attendants to the great crimson room,, which was 
fitted lip for the ceremony,, and on her , , entrance 
the Prince -Regent handed her to a state chair on 
the right side of the altar. . . 

The whole company being assembled, , the. Lord 
Chamberlain first conducted Prince Leopold, tq.the 
altar; and next the Princess Charlotte, supported 
on the; arm of the Duke of Clarence.; The .mar- 
riage ceremony >vas then, read by the Archbishop 
of ^Canterbury, atid at the conclusion, the princess, 
after embracing- her royal parent, went and respect- 
fully kissed ; the Queen S' hand. The .new-married 
couple and their august relatives then returned to 
the private, closet ; -soon after which the:form.er; left 
the . palace for Oatlands ; but the Queen and. the 
Regent, with the princesses and; the royal dukes, 
passed into the grand, council ehainber,- where they 
received the congratulations of .the assembled . no- 
bility, .u, ; .... 

On the sixteenth; of the same month. Her Ma- 
jesty held a drawing-ropm. at Buckingham; House, 
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which was crowded to cxbcss ; and though it had 
been stated that the court would nott begin till 
the hour of two, the company began to' assemble 
as cafly as twelve. The line' of carriages at one 
time extended from the palace to the end of Oxford 
Street; and many of the -nobility* who resided in 
the neighbourhood of St. James’s Square 'were 
under the necessity of driving indhat ‘direction to 
fall into the rank. ' . > i 

’ llic royal pair came to the palace a little before 
two; and precisely at that hour the Queen and prin- 
cesses entered the drawing-room^ followed 'by their 
respectlrc ‘suites. Her Majesty having taken her 
iisUal statidn, 'the ceremony commenced, the’ com- 
pany first addressing the' Queen with 'their 'Con- 
gratulations,'and then passing on to the-Priricess 
Charlotte and her spouse. ' ' t * 

' Tlic'^exterior of Buckitigham House, ^'as ‘well as 
the interior^ had the most'brUliant appearance ; ' for 
•as the company,' after having paid’ their* respects in 
the drawing-room, could not leave ihepalace till 
tlieir'carria^es drew up, which’ they were prevented 
from doing for a considerable’ time, the windows 
were' filled with elegant women; While many persons 
of the first distinction) ‘as bishops, fudges, naVal 
•and military officers, 'with ladies and gOntlemen in 
their splendid dresses, promenaded the court-yard 
-and graSs-plat, • 

At about three o’clock there was a cotiiplete ces- 
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isation of progress, and tile whole of the long pas- 
sage to: the great hall was filled by a crowd of 
persons of fashion,, standing as close to each other 
as they possibly could. At last, when this splendid 
group came within a few feet of the door^ .no far- 
ther ladvance could be made,;till an adjacent.apart- 
ment was opened, which restored 'something like 
order;' and then the company 'began ; to; move 
towards the drawing-room ; but soon , ^afterwards 
there was a fresh check, and ; it became ' neces- 
sary to npen another apartment. : On going, awayj 
many of those who were near the door remained 
■Stationary above an hour before, thdr carriages 
-could possibly get up ; and :if: the weather ; had not 
permitted the lawn to be resorted to> there must 
vhavevbeeh' numerous faintings: but, as' it was, 
nothing was exhausted except patience. - ' : , 

Whew the court broke up,- which was not tilhsix 
.o’clock, j the ilegent remained, and: took, a family- 
‘Tdinner with the Queeii' and the Princesses Elizabeth 
; and Mary ; . the Princesses Augusta and. Sophia 
'being at Windsor j ; the’ former in attendance on her 
^father, and the latter confined by indisposition. ; 

■ Though Her Majesty had ixow' exceeded the or- 
^ dinary period of; human life; sh.6 continued to dis- 
charge \he duties . of her’ high statio'n • ;>Vith‘ great 
"alacrity, and :appeared<to: take unconimbri!, delight 
in the amusenients of the people. At; the hegih- 
-hingbf - J une; raccompanied, by three of .her daugh- 
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ters, and the Princess Sophia of Gloucester, she went 
to Ascot races. As the royal intention iiad been 
previously announced, the course was tlironged with 
genteel people ; and many came from a 'considerable 
distance, drawn thither by the general expectation 
that the Princess Charlotte and ^thei Prince' of Co- 
bourg would also have been present. In this, how- 
ever, they were disappointed, owing to the indispo- 
sition of thcprincess, which,thougli not serious, pre- 
ventedherfrom gratifying the curiosity of thepublic. 

As early as five in‘ the morning the post-road 
from the metropolis, as well as the cross ones lead- 
ing from the populous villages and' towns in 'the 
neighbourhood, were covered with vehicles, horse- 
men, and pedestnans, hurryingito the- promised 
scene of pleasure. In ^Windsor Parle there was at 
one time a continued line of carriages, extending 
for three miles. At a quarter before one. Her 
Majesty and the princcsses,Mvith their attendants, 
arrived in two carriages on jthe race-course, where 
they were received by the Duke of Gloucester and 
the Marquis Cornwallis i as uthet stewards of the 
meeting. (The liveliness of the scene, and the ex- 
cellence of the sport, afforded much pleasure to the 
royal party; and indeed a gayer spectacle could 
scarcely be imagined. • The weather was fine, and 
the sun shone out in all his brightness. On one 
side of the course, extending nearly a mile in a 
straight line,’ was a row of lofty stands, filled with 
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ladies and gentlemen elegantly dressed ; and at the 
extremity were suttling-booths, with shops, shows, 
and other atti’actions. On the right and opposite 
side were' arranged about three hundred carriages 
filled with spectators. In the middle, between these 
lines, and during the interval of tile races, count- 
less numbers of both sexes promenaded on the 
green-sward, which gave to the whole an appear- 
ance- of hilarity that had a very fine effect; and even 
royalty itself was not exempt -from its influence. ' 
During the performances of the musical band. 
Her Majesty, with a cheerfulness which youth 
might have envied, beat time with her foot, while 
more than one of the princesses, by the motion of 
then hands, seemed, in imagination at least, to 
accompany the minstrels on the piano. 

A little incident also occurred, which evinced the 
kind feeling of the royal party, and their willing- 
ness, by condescending courtesy, to reward the 
humblest efforts that were made to afford them en- 
tertainment. An itinerant shewman, whose live- 
lihood consisted in exhibiting three dancing puppets ^ 
on a circular board, placed himself in front of the 
royal stand ; and though the people around him 
turned away with contempt, he continued his per- 
formance in the hope of attracting the notice of 
■ Her Majesty, which at last he was fortunate enough 
to obtain; for his grotesque figures happening to 
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catch the eye of the Princess Mary, she Tvhispered 
to the Queen, ^vho perceiving his object, deigned 
to look, and appeared pleased with the amusement. 
The cfTcct of this attention was almost electrical} 
and the very persons who a few moments before 
despised the entertainment, as they passed along, 
now pressed as near as they could to become .spec* 
tators : so that the poor fellow was for some time 
encircled by»a crowd of lords and'ladies, who ap- 
plauded his performance, and rewarded him boun-i 
tifully, in 'mere imitation of the royal example^.* . 
.nThisfhumourous scene lasted about half an hour? 
after which, the royal party drove down to the bot- 
tom of the course,' where two splendid marquees 
Avero pitched, and abundance ^ofjrcfreshmentsapro- 
vided for their accommodation. r > ' K 

On the twenty-second of the, following month; 
the long-expected marriage of the Princess Mary 
and the Duke of Gloucester took place in the grand 
saloon at Buckingham House, when'^a numerous 
assembly of the royal family and various persons of 
distinction were present. Aboutnine d*cIockin the 
evening the Qu^n took her station on the left side 
of the altar in a state chair; the Princesses Au^sta 
and Elizabeth, the Duchess of York, and thePrin- 
cess Sophia of Gloucester, being on her leftyjwhile 
on the opposite side stood the Prince Regent and 
his royal brothers. The Duke of Cambridge intro- 
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duced the bride, and presented her to the 'Regent, 
who gave her away in marriage. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony the royal family retired to the 
Queen’s apartments ; and in the mean time a pro- 
fusion of refreshments was served round to the com- 
pany, among whom Her Majesty soon re-appeared 
to receive their congratulations. 

The remainder of this summer passed without 
any thing remarkable ; but at the end of the year 
Her Majesty received the tidings of the death of 
her brother, the Grand Duke Cbarles-Louis-Fre- 
derick of Mecklenburg-Strelitz. This news- was the 
more distressing, as the preceding accounts from 
Germany stated the grand duke to be in good 
health, after having spent some months in travel-, 
ling. But on the sixth of November, about five in 
the morning, he was attacked by a fit of apoplexy, 
which deprived him of his faculties ; and at four, in 
the afternoon he expired in the presence of his 
second son, Duke Charles. 'He was born the tenth 
of October, 1741, lived many years in the Hano- 
verian service, and in 1794 succeeded his brother 
in the ducal honours and estates. > The sovereignty 
which the extorted Rhenish confederacy guaranteed 
to him he did not exercise to the oppression of his 
subjects ; and upon the liberation of the continent 
he obtained the dignity of grand duke. He was 
twice marriedj and to .two sisters of the House of 
Darmstadt. By the first alliance he left four ichil- 
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State of Her Majesty's Health, — Spasmodic Attack , — 
Recovery, — Eton Montem, — Entertainment at Frog- 
more, — Case of the Reverend Mr, Roper, — Royal Visit 
to Bath, — Death of the Prmcess Charlotte, — Its Effects 
on the Queen, who 7'cturns to Windsor, -^Calumny 
refuted, — Reflections on that Event, 


Though the infirmities of age were now percep- 
tiblej Her Majesty’s habitual equanimity of temper, 
and general liveliness of spirits, prevented them 
from being burthensomc to herself, or irksome to 
others, for which this reason was alleged by her- 
self, that she hardly knew %vhat tedium was, every 
jminute in the day being regularly occupied. This 
was the constant antidote to the cares and troubles 
of' which the Queen -had no common share for a 
person in her high station. The recent death of 
her, brother, and the attack upon her son in his 
return from the House of Lords on the twenty-eighth 
of January, 16l7j gave her considerable uneasiness_, 
and had a visible effect upon her health. No alarm- 

* 7 

fng symptoms, however, were indicated till the 
twenty-second of April, when preparations were 
making for a drawing-room to be s held on the 
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morroWj being St. George’s Day. In the course of 
the night Her Majesty was seized with a spasmodic 
affection^ which rendered a consultation of physi- 
cians necessary, and the following bulletin was 
issued:— “ The Queen has had a cold, attended by 
some fever, and pain in the side: Her Majesty 
found the pain severe in the night, but it is much 
abated this morning.” Though there was too much 
reason to apprehend that an important viscus was 
the seat of disease, such was the excellence of Her 
Majesty’s constitution, and the attention of the phy- 
sicians, that she recovered from this attack; and 
on the twcoty^sixth of the same month conval- 
escence fvas officially announced. Still it was 
deemed adviseable thatshe should forbear the &tigue 
necessarily attendant upon the ceremonies of a draw 
ing-roora, at least for some time; and public notice 
to that effect was accordingly circulated. , 

On the twenty-seventh of May, Her Majes^', 
the Princesses Augusta and Elizabeth, with their 
attendants, went to Eton College to be present at 
the Montem, a festival which had frequently before 
been honoured by royal visits. Soon afterwards the 
Prince Regent arrived from London ; and in a short 
time the r procession began to move, according to 
the ^»ccu3tomed form, preceded by the bands of the 
Guards, ‘amidst the greatest assemblage of beauty 
and fashion that had been known on a similar occa- 
sion for many yean. , , 
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■ >As the young gentlemen passed along, they re- 
ceived the usual gratuities, under the name of Salt, 
frOin all the spectators ; the sum so collected 
amounting to somewhat more than seven hundred 
pounds, being an outfit for the captain of the 
school, then elected off to the university. 

On the following da}^,' the scholars, in their mon- 
terh dresses, headed by their tutors, went in pro- 
cession to Frogmore, where they partook of an 
elegant entertainment in the gardens, iii the pre- 
sence of the 'Queen, and a hufnerous party- of Her 
Majesty s friends, who were invited to the pleasing 
scene. ‘ ■ 

On the eighteenth of Augiist, Her Majesty; the 
Princesses Augusta and Elizabeth, ^ their Royal 
Highnesses the Duke and ‘Duchess of Gloucester, 
Princess Sophia of Gloucester, wdth several persons 
of distinction, paid a visit to the Duke and Duchess 
of Marlborough at White Knight's; in Berkshire. The 
royal party arrived about noon, and after taking re- 
freshment, proceeded in open- carriages round the 
gardens and pleasure-grounds of this delightful place. 
The day, though cloudy, was pleasant ; aiidthe park 
"and lawn w"ere rendered very lively by groups of 
company from Reading, and. other . places in- the 
' -neighbciurhood. The' - duke’s band rdf ; music was 
stationed in -the wvddds; and every thing was done 
that' eould add to the enjoyment of the scene ; but 
the extent of the - grounds occupying iiiuch time in 
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traversing, the rain began ,to fall before the royal 
visitants could complete their excursion, which cir- 
bumstance obliged them to return to the mansion 
feooher than they intended, where they n ere ushered 
ton splendid collation, in which magnificence and 
hospitality, were combined for their entertainment. 

A striking instance of amiable condescension and 
genuine goodness of heart occurred some time after 
this in. the ease of. Mr. Roper, one of the minor 
canons of.Windsor. Her Majesty being informed 
that this worthy divine was seized with a pulmonic 
complaint, which rendered him incapable of dis- 
charging his public duties, ordered that he should 
be attended by the. royal physicians, and supplied 
twice a-day with every tiling necessary from the 
castle. His malady, however, baffled all medical 
skill ; and what rendered the circumstance of his 
death painfully distressing was the state of his 
^vidow, who had lain in only a week before of her 
tenth child, and all living.* , 

• The Queen, immediately on hearing of the de- 
mise of Mr. Roper, sent a particular friend to con- 
sole the widow, with an assurance of her protection \ 
and the same day she opened a subscription for the 
family herself, beginning with five hundred pounds, 
the effect of which w^ such, that in a few hours 
the contributions amounted to more than two thou- 
sand. A few days aftenvards. Her Majesty, though 
very weak, visited the house of mourningt and after 
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'some interesting conversation with Mr»k Ropcir, 
relieved her with the promise that she would pro- 
vide for her daughters, and request the Prince 
Recent to do the same for her sons. 

This was at the end of October, just as Her 
Majesty was preparing for her journey to Bath, 
the physicians having considered her case as one 
that stood little chance of an alteration for the bet- 
ter, without the aid of the'salutary springs of that 
celebrated place. Following this adxdce, the Queen, 
accompanied by the Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Clarence, left Windsor Castle on the morn- 
ing of the third of November, and the same evening 
reached Sydney Place, where three elegant houses 
had been fitted up for the reception of the royal 
party. The next day the Queen visited the pump- 
room, drank the water, and afterwards took an air- 
ing on the Downs. Never did this city, the resort 
of invalids and fashionable loungers, display so 
much bustle and gaiety. Visitors poured in from 
all quarters hourly ; and the inhabitants, particu- 
larly the trading part, made large preparations for 
an active and lucrative season,, little - thinking how 
soon the cloud of public calamity would damp the 
ardour of expectation, and cast a gloom over all 
their enjoyments. 

On Thursday morning, after drinking the Waters, 
Her Majesty received . an address from the corpo- 
ration; and' about four o’clocb a messenger arrived 

o o S 
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with 'desjjatchcs .from Wd Sidmouth, statinj^ that 
the Princess Charlotte had been delivered of a still- 
born male child^ but that her royal highness was 
doing extremely well. t , ^ 

' .There cannot possibly, be conceived a greater ag- 
gravation of evil tidings^than that occasioned by a 
sudden extinction of hope after the previous removal 
of anxiety. Thus it was in the present instance, 
for. though the first news was affecting, yet, as it 
brought 1 an assurance of safety in regard to the 
fitatc;of the , princess, the disappointment ofjother 
Jiopes was less sensibly felt’ i j > ^ i 

•* *iAt six.io’clock, therefore,. the^Queen sat down, 
with her usual party, of fourteen, to dinner, and ap- 
peared tolerably composed; but in about an 'hour 
another messenger. arrived, with a despatch directed 
to General Taylor, who was privately called out of 
the room, a, circumstance ,that struck the Queen as 
very extraordinary, but on ..which j, she made no 
remark ’till the. Countess of Ilchester withdrew in 
the same abrupt manner; and then her fears realizing 
the cause at once, she exclaimed, "I know what is 
the matter f* ^a nd fell int o.a_fit. . . t- > 

After some time, she was 'SufiBciently recovered 
to be led into her private- apartment, accompanied 
by the Princess Elizabeth, whose distress was not 
Jess than that of her venerable parent.,, < i} > 
That night, and the follomng day, passed in silent 
anguish, while it seemed all around as if eachiindi- 
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vidual had been ' deprived of a bosom friend, and 
that every family had lost a near relative. 

. Though the royal party left Bath as early as 
seven on Saturday morning, they did not arrive at 
Windsor till six in the evening. - 

The next day the Prince Regent came in a veiy 
private way to sec the Queen and princesses, who 
were soon after joined by the Duchess of Glouces- 
ter, forming a very melancholy group; yet deriving 
from this meeting, and the reciprocation of sorrow, 
something like relief under the pressure of such a 
heavy affliction. 

From this time to the funeral, Ider Majesty and 
the princesses remained at the castle in a state of 
seclusion, with the exception of about an hour every 
day, when, by the special direction of the i^hysi- 
eians, they took ah airing in the little park ; though 
this was done in the most private manner possible, 
with no other attendant than a single footman. 

The universal concern excited by this mournful 
event did honour to the public feelings ; but the 
sympathy which the affecting circumstances of the 
case produced would have been more , satisfactory 
had it been umhixed with prejudices, and untainted 
by calumny. When the people lamented the ex- 
tinction of the national hopes, they should have 
gratefully remembered the bright example of virtue 
which for so long a period had enlightened the 
country. Of the future, no determinate, judgment 
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could be formed; but the history of more than half 
a century laid an obligation upon every individual 
in the kingdom to think well, and speak reverently, 
of the august personage whose uniform conduct 
and purity of heart had for so long a period given 
unexampled dignity to the British court. Slanderers, 
however, rose in this hour of sorrow; and what was 
worse, their wle insinuations were so credulously 
received, and industriously circulated, that it was im- 
possible to remove the ill impression which they 
produced. The most ungenerous and cruel reflec- 
tions were made upon the Queen, on account of her 
absence at such^a criticaV juncture ; and some even 
went the length of saying tliat the journey to Bath 
was a measure of set purpose, that she might have a 
pretext for being out'of the way. Now the truth 
is, the Queen, instead, of hastening her departure, 
delayed it on this very account; and, notwithstanding 
the urgent recommendation of the physicians, she 
would not have gone thither till after the deli- 
very of the princess, if her royal highness had 
not peremptorily declined' the ofier which Her 
Majesty made to be at Claremont on that occa- 
sion. To this, wish and intention the princess not 
only appeared decidedly adverse, but she made 
it a point of seconding the advice of the me- 
dical gentlemen, by saying that she should be most 
unhappy if on her accoimt the Queen protracted 
what was deemed so necessary.- for her own health. 
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Tills is a simple statement of plain facts/ the 
verity of which it would be easy to prove by indu- 
bitable testimony ; and they who best knew the 
princess will admits that when on mature consi- 
deration she had 6nce taken up her resolution, no 
persuasion in the world could induce her to alter it.- 

In the present case, the propriety of the determi- 
nation cannot be questioned, for the suffering of the 
royal patient would have been rather heightened 
than abated by witnessing the anxiety of -one whose 
age and infirmities were so ill able to bear the fatigue 
and wretchedness unavoidable on such occasions. 

It should be observed, also, that there was nothing 
in ‘ the previous circumstances of the princess to 
give the slightest room for apprehension ; but that, 
on the contrary, her constitutional energy afforded 
the strongest grounds for the confident expectatioii 
of a hdppy result. On this account, therefore, the 
shock came with redoubled force, because it was a 
catastrophe which no person could have dreaded. 

That it was a national loss, and one which called 
for general Sorrow; the expression of the public 
feeling sufficiently evinced ; yet, if amidst the la- 
mentation which it raised, the hand of Providence 
was not acknowledged, there may be reason to- fear 
that' this has been a stroke of the divine judgment 
for benefits long abused, and only the prelude to 
evils which a thankless people have too much de- 
served. 



dfO HISTORfCALj COINCIDENCES. 

The reader of history, who traces the causes 
and consequences of great events, will find, in pe- 
rusing the annals of this country, that there never 
yet occurred an instance bearing a resemblance to 
the present, but what was productive of incidents, 
the effects of which have extended to distant gene- 
rations. 

Thus, to name a few only: the death of Prince 
Arthur, the eldest son of Henry the Seventh, occa- 
sioned the abolition of the papal authority in 
these realms;— that of 'Edward the Sixth, by giving 
the same power a temporaiy revival, rendered it 'so 
odious, that Elizabeth was enabled, through a long 
life, and a vigorous administration, to establish the 
reformed church of England on a steady basis in 
the succeeding reign, the demise of Henry Prince 
of Wales gave the crown to his brother, the unfor- 
tunate Charles, and thus prepared the way for two 
revolutions ; — and last of all, when the hopes of the 
nation rested upon the young Duke of Gloucester, 
the ^ last child ^of Princess Anne of Denmark, ^ his 
premature removal left the succession open to the 
House of Brunswick,— in which line of hereditary- 
right may the throne continue to flourish, under the 
divine protection, till all earthly dominion shall 
attain its consummation ! , 
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Her Majesty returned to Bath at the end of 
November^ and a few days afterwards made her 
promised visit to the ancient city of Bristol, which 
place had not received a Queen of England within 
its walls since Anne of Denmark, the consort of 
James the First. The romantic prospects in the 
immediate vicinity, particularly the sublime view 
from Clifton Hill, afforded a rich treat to Her Ma- 
jesty and the Princess Elizabeth, who) ' notwith- 
standing the keenness of the air, stood for some 
time on the high cliff which overhangs the Avon, 
and contemplated with astonishment the magnifi- 
cent spectacle which presented itself on every side. 
From hence the royal party proceeded slowly to 
the ■ mansion of Colonel Baillie ; and after staying 
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there about two hours, set off again for Bath, 
amidst the acclamations of thousands, who lined 
the road all the way between the two cities. 

But neither these enjoyments, nor the virtue of 
Bladud’s boasted springs, could renew an enfeebled 
constitution, or ward off the encroachments of 
disease.' It was, however, pleasing to observe that 
under much weakness there was a placidity of 
mind, which, though it could not altogether subdue 
pain, had the happy effect of rendering it less acute 
and distressing. In all her cares and sufferings, 
the Queen ivas never at a loss for subjects to exer- 
cise her thoughts, in diligent enquiry, and benevo- 
lent attention. 

While at Bath, she repeatedly visited 'Bailbrook 
House, an establishment of a very singular descrip- 
tion, and of which she was not only the immediate 
patroness, but a liberal supporter. ^ This institution, 
which may be denominated without any impro- 
priety a reformed monastery, appears to have been 
modelled upon the plan of a society formed in the 
early part of the reign of Charles the Firsts by the 
excellent Mr. Nicholas Ferrar and his family, at 
Little Gidding, in Huntingdonshire. There are 
also many communities of a similar kind in tlie 
Prbtestant states on the continent ; and the Mora- 
vians, as they are called, have long been distin- 
guished by this species of social union. ’> ' 

• The establishment ' of Bailfarook ’House offers a 



AT -BAILBROOK HOUSE, 


desirable residence to ladies of respectable charac-. 
tei’j whose birth places them in the rank of gentle- 
women : and the plan has> been so arranged as to 
suit those who have but a very moderate income ; 
while at the same time it offers accommodation to 
others, who, by their residence in the establishment, 
contribute largely towards its support: but this 
occasions no distinction among the initiates, for all 
are, in fact, equally independent of pecuniary obli- 
. gatiou either to the public or each other. The so- 
ciety live together as one family ; but none are ad- 
mitted who have any aversion to a retired life, or 
who are unwilling to co-operate in proniofing 
works of charity and piety, ' ' . ! 

The institution is principally intended, for. the re- 
ception of the wddows and daughters of clergymen, 
and of officers of the army and hayy. It is entirely 
under the auspices of. ladies of the highest rank- ; 
andu'ifund amounting to some thousands has been 
already secured' for its support. The Queen, who, 
from its incipient state, was' its warm friend and 
zealous promoter, took great delight in looking over 
every part of the building; and repeatedly ex- 
pressed her wish that there were more establish- 
ments of the kind in England'. It deserves con- 
sideration, also, whether social institutions, con- 
structed on a like principle, would not be equally 
advantageous to gentlemen in declining years, unen- 
cumbered, and of limited incomes. - Certain it is,^ 
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that many persons in easy and independent circum-i 
stances become miserable for the ’want of agreeable 
companions, 'the reclprocatiomof sentiment/ and ta 
friendly stimulus to beneficial exercise, I '> »} oult’ 
Such a sodality, therefore, as the one here' re- 
commended, seems to be well calculated *to render 
the downhill passage of lifccomfortablc,'by freeing 
the jnind,fr6m the evil of inaction, which is the 
great 'banc of existence, and too often the predis- 
posing cause of suicide. i ’ r . j i 
’ Though it was hardly to be expected that the 
Queen, at her advanced age, ■'could' derive any ra- 
dical benefit from the Bath waters, the malady, 
which^had entrencjied itself too deeplydn the system 
to admit of an actual cure, ivas hereby suspended; 
and^shc returned to Windsor apparently with're- 
cruited strength, which constant exercise and>changc 
of scene contributed for some time to’ maintain. 
But there is nothing, however innocent and neces- 
sary, in the pursuits of eminent 'pfersbnS, that the 
evil-minded cannot turn into ridicule or* reproach. 
Thus the tongue of scandal ascribed the excursions 
which'Her Majesty made to Brighton, Bath, and 
other places, ^to an unbecoming gaiety of disposition, 
when it was sufficiently clear that health alone^ was 
the object ; and that in these indulgencies it was 
not the love of pleasure, hut the advice of medical 
men that was followed. J ' <■ 

In general; as age advances the attachment to 
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life becomes more tenacious, especially where a 
long course of health has been enjoyed, and where 
many tender connexions exist, upon whose friendly 
offices the mind reposes in the remainder of its 
journey. 

The Queen felt as most do who have reason to 
reflect upon the past, with pleasure, and who still 
possess an endearing tie that gives a charm to life, 
even though it be worn to a state of almost imper- 
ceptible exility. The vale of years was eheered 
by the presence and attention of affectionate chil- 
dren; but there was yet another relative, who, 
though shut out from the world, was a world to 
her, and for whose sake it was' her. wish to live, 
that she might watch over him in his insulated 
condition, and 'minister such occasional comfort as 
the state of his mind Could bear. Whenever, 
therefore. Her Majesty left Windsor, it was with a 
degree of. .reluctance ; and on her rcturn she inva- 
riably alighted at the entrance near' the apartments 
of the King, to sea whom, she immediately, went 
with one of the physicians in attendance. 

On the twenty-sixth of February, 1818 , the 
Queen was enabled to undergo the fatigue of a 
drawing-room, at Buckingham House, which, being 
the first after the death of the Princess Charlotte, 
was very numerously attended, though it had rather 
a sombrous appearance. 

Preparations were now making for the marriage 
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t)f thfe Princess Elizabhth, with the herfeditaiy 
Piince of Hesse Ilombui^, a union that had re- 
iciVedthe Sanction of Her Majesty and the Regent 
sotnc iftonths before, but was prevented from faking 
place in consequence of the late lamentable breach 
in the family. Every point being satisfactorily 
settled, the huptials were celebrated at the Qiieen’s 
Palace on tlie evening of thb seventh of April, 
with Considerable grandeur, in the presence of 
Her Majesty, the Duke of York, in th6 absence of 
the Prince Regent, giving away the hand of his 
sister* 

On the twenty-third of the same month the 
Queen held her last drawing-toOro, whicii was ex- 
CessiVely eroivded in consequence of the recent 
IHamage; but it was evident to all that Her Ma- 
jesty made painful exertions, and sacrificed much 
personal ease on this occasion, to gratify her nume- 
rous Visitorb.’ 

But though this wis the last act of royal splen- 
dour m which the QueCn ferigaged, it was not her 
last appearance m public? for bn the following 
Xvebk she ^venT to the Matision House, to witness 
the ■’examination of the children educated in f he 
natiohal schools. When the royal intention was 
made known to thfe fcbief magistrate, intimation 
Was at the same time given that Her Majesty 
inshed to enter the city in as private a manner as 
possible, ahd therefore desired that all form and 
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jerempny should be omitted, r Every precaution, 
lowever, .was adopted to, preserve, order in the 
streets through which the carriages were to. pass; 
ihd the Queen expressed herself highly pleased 
svith the. reception which she had experienced. in 
bhis last visit to the .metropolis. There were pre ■ 
Bent in tlie Egyptian Hall, in the presence of . Her 
Majesty, several members of the royal familyj the 
lord mayor, aldermen, arid a great number . oi 
persons of distinction, among whom were the Arclk- 
bishop: of , Canterbury and the Bishop of London. - 
. The Prince of Hesse Hbfnburg stood on the left 
of the Queen j who was attend:ed by . the, Earl of 
Harcoiirt, the .Earl of Morton, and the ladies in 
waiting. . The business commenced with the im 
trpduction of the children into the centre of the. 
hall, consisting of between, two. and three hun- 
dred girlsjj arid more than double that number 
of boys, making in all about one, thousand of dif- 
ferent ages. ' When they were all arranged, , they 
sung a hymn, and repeated parts of the:church; ser- 
vice; after which the greater part was dismissed, and 
each class then introduced in succession. On a 
word being given, the children spelt the same, and 
wrote it down on their slates. They, then per- 
formed arithmetical exercises in a similar manner, 
and Tead several chapters of the scriptures.. The 
whole had a vety impressive effect, and afforded 
much delight to Her Majesty, who conversed very 
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cheerfully wilh Mrs. Fry, the quaker, and several 
other ladies; as also with the' clergymen who ex- 
amined the children. ' f ' 

■ To the funds of the society for carrying oh (his 
noble work, the Queen presented five hundred 
pounds ; and ‘ her example was followed by the 
Prince Recent, the Duke of York, and others of 
the family. i ^ o * 

At this time Her Majesty appeared much better 
than she had been for some months past; and whert 
the lord mayor went the next’ day to pay his rcs^ 
pects at Buckingham 'House, he was agreeably in- 
formed, that so far from being impaired, the health 
of the Queen was improved by her visit to the city, 
and the pleasure which she had there received. * ^ 

' But this was merely one of the transient gleams 
which occasionally brighten up 'the 'wintry day of 
human life.* About a week after this Her Majesty 
suffered a sudden and violent spasmodic attack, as 
she sat at dinner at the Duke of York’s; in conse- 
quence of which bhe was confined to ‘her room till 
the latter end of May, when, by* the diligent atten- 
tion of Sir Henry Halford,’ she recovered suffi- 
ciently to witness the re-marriage of the Duke of 
Cambridge and the Princess of Hesse. Tiiis cere- 
mony took place at Buckingham * House, on the 
first of June; and two days afterwards Her Majesty 
had to undergo "the severe trial ‘of parting from 
a beloved daughter, who^ with the prince her 
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hvisbandj left town for Brighton, there to remain a 
few days, that if in case the Queen should feel the 
separation so acutely as to have a relapse, her royal 
highness might return and w'ait the issue. Her 
Majesty j however, with that self-command which 
invariably distinguished her through life, endured 
the sacrifice in a manner that surprised even those 
who ; were no strangers to her habitual fortitude. 
The struggle, indeed, was an arduous one on both 
sides;; audit was embittered by the afflicting consi- 
deration, that they who had scarcely lived apart for 
a single day, through a long course of years, would 
see each other’s face in this world no more. ' Thus 
the Queen saw herself ; bereft of some of her 
dearest connexions, when she stood in most need of 
their consoling presence ; . and though the settle- 
ment of her children afforded satisfaction, it was 
under, such circumstances as precluded the hope of 
witnessing their felicity. : ' • 

Being: desirous of seeing the: King, and spending 
her last hours under the same roof with him. Her 
Majesty left; town for Kew, that she might be 
nearer the object of her wishes, little thinking, that, 
short'; as the distance was, she should never behold 
Windsor any more. 

The expected arrival of the Dukes of Clarence 
and Kent, with their respective brides, delayed her 
departure till it became impossible . that she could 
. P P 
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Jirocccd any farlh6|- without running the risk ttf 
dying on the road. 

On Sunday eVcning, the seventh of^uly, she 
appeared much better, imd expressed an inclination 
' to take a little excursion. Accoidingly, the coach 
Was Ordered, and the Queen entered it, accom- 
panied by the Prirtccss Augusta, the Duchess 'of 
Gloucester, ahd a lady in waiting. After a ride of 
about art hour. Her Majesty was taken So veiy ill 
that the princesses were 'obliged to stop the car- 
riage, While they endeavoured to rclieVe the suffer- 
ings of their revered parertt. When tlie carriage 
moved again, it went at a very slow pace ; < arid on 
reaching the palace, the attendants had great dif- 
ficulty in conveying the Queen into the house, 
where she lay near a Quarter of aft hour in a most 
distressing condition. 

By the sedulous attentions of the physicians 
however, the royal invalid was so far recovered as 
to be abife to sit in the saloon on the following 
Saturday, during the solemnization of the nuptials 
of the Dukes of Clarence and Kent; though she 
was unable to dine with 'the company a'/terwafds. 

Thus were the hymeneal rites performed in the 
anti-chamber of death ; and the Queen might have 
said, as she Contemplated the quick succession of 
these new relations, come like shadows, and 

so depart for jf they did light up a momentary 
spark of delight in her mind, it was extinguished by 
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the reflection that the sensation would in a short 
'space be obliterated for ever. 

The nature of the disorder under which Her Ma- 
jest}'- laboured was so unequivocally marked, as to 
admit of neither doubt nor hope. The anasarcous 
symptoms, indeed, had been so long apparent, and 
the consequences foreseen, that ministers, before 
the dissolution of parliament, thought it prudent to 
bring in a bill to amend the regency act, with 
respect to the custody of His Majesty^s jDerson, in 
case of the densise of the Queen. But though it 
was evident to every other person that this event 
could be at no great distance, the royal patient her- 
self entertained hopes of at least a partial reco- 
very. With the anxiety of the dove, she panted 
to -take up her rest at Windsor ; and as this was' 
the only impatience she betrayed amidst all her 
sufferings, it may be truly said to have supported 
her under them, by having the effect of keeping 
her thoughts in constant .exercise and buoyant ex- 
pectation. 

To relieve her spirits, though with little idea of 
being able to gratify her wishes, various mecha- 
nical contrivances were thought of for I'endering 
the motion of a carriage perfectly easy. None of 
these schemes, however, were found, upon trial, ,to 
-answer the principal purpose for which they \vere 
intended ; but the Queen obtained some .benefit 
from ^ kind of chair that ran upon cylinders, and 

p p 2 



582 


FiUcrirATIONS. 


in which she was occasionally drawn round thV 
gardens. A couch, constructed on similar' prin- 
ciples, was also serviceable within doors, by the 
facility with which it could be moved from one 
room to another, and by its having a rising and 
falling back, which enabled Her Majesty to take 
rqDOSe without exertion, or the inconvenience of 
being sliifted by her attendants. ' '' 

Through the remainder of July the' Queen suf- 
fered Wery much from frequent paroxysms, which 
exhausted her 'strength, destroyed the appetite, and 
oeprived her of the refreshment of sleep. ' ' ' 

^ 'At the beginning of August she seemed to be 
somewhat better, and continued for 'about a fort- 
night to improve in such *a manner, as to c^citc 
some hopes that she would recover sufficiently to 
bear a removal to Windsor: 'but these were mere 
illusory appearances, which soon vantahed ; and 
before the expiration of the month, the spasmodic 
attacks came on again with rcne'wed'Violence, each 
leaving the royal sufferer in a state of complete ex- 
haustion and debility. This warfare in the system, 
between a constitution naturally excellent, and a 
complication of ailments, springing from one dis- 
eased organ, went on without abatement till the 
end of September, when the malady once more 
subsided, through the skill and exertions of the 
physicians ; and Her Majesty was again' enabled 
to bear a removal from the bed-chamber to the 
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adjoining rooiiij where she resumed something like 
regular meals, and saw a. few select visitors. 

The arrival of General Campbell, with letters 
from the Prince and Princess of Hesse Homburg, 
contributed much to. this temporary recovery,, 
which, however, was , of short duration ; for, on 
- Monday evening, the nineteenth of October, the 
Queen became extremely restless, with a. consider- 
able degree of fever; and in the course of the night 
the spasmodic attacks were rapid and excruciating. 
Throughout the whole of the next day she suffered 
exceedingly from a painful tension in the right side; 
accompanied by a short hectic cough; and the night; 
passed without any' sleep. On Wednesday the 
virulent symptoms increased, and another sleepless 
night ■ followed ; but about noon on Thursday the. 
paroxysms abated in. some, degree, and. Her . Ma- 
jesty sunk into a state of lethargic, repose. The two- 
succeeding days went over .without any severe, 
attack,, and some’ relief was procured by the appli- 
cation of the warm bath to the extremities'; but it- 
was manifest that nothing more could be done than- 
to alleviate the , sufferings of the royal patient as 
much as possible, and to blunt .the acuteness pf the 
shaft of death. "Hence, opiates were administered, 
to induce repose'; and cordials were . copiously given 
to keep up the animal strength. The crisis, how^- 
cver, w'as fast approaching, and' the only wonder- 
was how it could - hav® been so, long protracted. 
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under the many sharp and tremendous conflicts' 
which the royal patient had endured. In an early 
Stage of Her Majesty’s iilncss^ oHe of the physicians 
gave it as his private opinion that she would not 
outlive the first week in November ^ and at the 
period predicted the disorder assumed an aspect of 
deadly malignity, that evinced the correctness of his 
judgment. On the night of the fifth, a great altera- 
tion took place ,* and the fits of coughing were so 
\iolCnt, that the medical attendants thought the 
termination of Her Majesty’s sufferings was at hand. 
Thu Prince Regent, who had been dining with his 
sisters on that day, did not, in consequence, leave 
the palace till a considerable time after midnight, 
>vhen the irritation had somewhat subsided by 
Tepeated applications of the warm bath and topical 
fbmentatibns. Throughout the remainder of the 
ilight, however, and the whole of the ^ext day, the 
sufferings of the Queen were extremely distressing ; 
and though, by the free use of opiates, a little tem- 
poraty slumber was obtained, nothing like an alle- 
viation of pain could be procured. - Thus, the ma- 
lady Went on from day to day with increasing viru- 
Icttce; ahd'whatcver alteration occurred in the pro- 
gress bf it only Aggravated the afflictions of > the 
sufferer, who might have adopted the language of 
the patriarch S I am made to possess months of 
vanity, and Weatisome bights are appointed unto 
nVe t Wh^n I lie down^ I say, When shall I arise, . 
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and the night be gone ? And I am full of tossings to 
and fro unto the dawning of the day.” But if the 
Queen was made to mourn, like Job, she had also 
that spirit of meekness which enabled her to bear 
the heavy trial without murmuring ; and through 
the whole of this severe visitation not one com- 
plaining word ever escaped her lips. Here patience 
had its perfect work ; and the triumph of faith was 
never more strongly displayed during a long and 
excruciating illness than it was in the present 
instance. This was not stoical apathy, but pious 
resignation to the divine will ; and as from early 
youth Her Majesty had studied the principles and 
practised the duties of religion, she now abundantly 
experienced the power of its consolations in the 
hour of need. Next to the support derived from 
the promises of the gospel, on which she relied 
with. unshaken confidence, the Queen received the 
greatest comfort fi'om the unremitted attentions of 
her children. Nothing could exceed the filial ten- 
derness and unwearied exertions of the Princesses 
Augusta and Mary, who ministered day and night 
by the couch of their afflicted, parent ; nor did 
either of them once leave the palace during the 
whole mournful period of care and sorrow. ■ 

The Prince Regent also was. equally affectionate, 
devoting as much time as he possibly could to the 
same pious duty; and when he was necessarily 
absent from liew, messengers waited upon hini 
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hourly nith a report of the state of Her Majesty. 
All indeed that could be done by sympathy or solici- 
tude, watchfulness and obedience, was readily and 
anxiously performed, to ameliorate the sufferings oj 
the royal patient, who, on her part, feelingly 
expressed her sense of the ' affectionate kindness 
with which she was treated by the whole of her 
family. 

But while on every countenance the look of 
cloudy apprehension was strongly marked, that of 
the royal sufferer displayed uncommon serenity, and 
even cheerfulness. • •> ' ? 

‘ When the lethargic symptoms disappeared,' her* 
mind seemed to rise above * bodily'pain ; and the 
powers of conversation were renewed Avith an energy 
that surprised all'hcr friends and attendants.' The^ 
most^cxtraordinaiy thing of all, however, was 
the* persuasion which prevailed in Her Majesty’s 
thoughts 'almost to the very last that she-v should 
yet recover, and once more have the satisfaction of 
seeing the King. This' was the cord which kept 
its- firm hold upon life, 'when. every hour gave 
fresh indications of dissoluhou. Amidst convulsive 
pangs; and the difficulty of finding rest, in a frame 
worn out by disease, the mind continually, pointed 
in one' direction, though the object -of attraction 
was in a state of desolafioaand darkness.* 'As long 
as this hope tended to cheer the spirits, it’Ciet irith 
no discouragement; but ' when, - from certain gan- 
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g'renous appearances, it became evident that the last 
scene was near at hand. Her Majesty received the 
respectful suggestion that it would be proper to 
delay no longer thp final settlement of her tem- 
poral afiairs. This was only the day before her 
death ; but though at first somewhat shocked by 
the intimation, she betrayed no symptoms of impa- 
tience. On the contrary, she immediately dictated 
her will to General Taylor ; and having signed and 
delivered the instrument in due form, she calmly 
resigned herself to the approaching event. In the 
afternoon she sunk into a lethargic state ; and so 
little was any immediate change expected, that at 
six o’clock Sir Henry Halford’s carriage was order- 
ed to convey him on his usual visit to Windsor. 
Scarcely, however, had the carriage drawn up to 
the door, when Her Majesty manifested such an 
increase of perturbation, as induced him to delay 
his departure ; and soon afterwards the journey 
was put off for the night. Letters were in conse- 
quence despatched to the Prince Regent, who, 
accompanied by the Duke of York, arrived at the 
palace about ten o’clock ; and after a short inter- 
view -with the physicians, their royal highnesses, 
with the princesses, went into the sick chamber to 
see their august parent, who, however, was uncon- 
scious of their presence. From that hour till mid- 
night the symptoms of the disorder developed 
themselves in such alarming succession, that the 
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Regent determined to spend tlie night at Kew, 
which design he abandoned on finding that an 
abatement of suffering had taken' place; and he 
returned with his brother to town. They had pot 
been long gone before a fresh attack came on j and 
throughout the remainder of the night the Queen 
was almost in continual agony ; the physicians, with 
Mr. Brande, remaining in the anti-chamber, and 
the princesses in the room with their parent,* tilj 
the morning was far advanced. 

At half-past nine, on Tuesday the seventeenth, 
the bulletin was forwarded to town in the cus- 
tomary manner ; but the bearer had not left the 
palace more than three quarters of an hour, when 
Her Majesty became so much worse, that a second 
messenger was hastened to Carlton House, to 
request the immediate attendance of the Prince. 
Couriers were also 'sent off to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and several other persons whose pre- 
sence was desirable; and every thing plainly indi- 
cated the immediate approach of the last awful 
crisis. 

ThePnficeJleg-ent and fheJ?uke of York reached 
the palace a little after twelve o’clock ; and imme- 
diately on their arrival Sir Henry Halford announced 
to them and their illustrious sisters the speedy ter- 
mination of all their affectionate cares, which ope- 
rated Tciy powerfully upon their feelings, though 
for several weeks they had been fully prepared for 



DEATH OF THE Q,UEEN* 589 

the catastrophe. Their royal highnesses then moved 
into the chamber of death, and surrounded the bed 
on which their venerable parent lay reclined; 
soon after which she became conscious of their 
presence, held out her hand to the Prince, and 
while in the act of grasping his, and smiling' upon 
them all, exactly at twenty minutes past one, with- 
out a sigh or a struggle, she breathed her last, 
thus experiencing, after the most arduous trials 
and perilous conflicts, at the end of her course, 

A death-like sleep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. 

The same evening a special gazette, supplemen- 
tary to the regular one, was published in the fol- 
lowing words : 

Whitehall, Tsot. 17. 

' This day, at one o’clock, the Queen departed 
this life, to the inexpressible grief of the royal fa- 
mily, after a tedious illness, which Her Majesty 
bore with the most pious fortitude and resignation. 
The many great and exemplary virtues which so 
eminently distinguished Her Majesty throughout 
her long life were the object of. universal esteem 
and admiration amongst all classes of His Majesty’s 
subjects, and render the death of this illustrious 
and most excellent princess an unspeakable loss to 
the whole nation.” 
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On Tuesday, the first of December, the ceremony 
of lying-in-state took place, though on a contracted 
scale ; and the next day the mortal remains of Her 
Majesty were deposited inUhe royal sepulchre at 
Windsor, of which solemnities ample particulars 
will be found in tlic Appendix. 
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Thus have we followed, from her birth to the 
tomb, this -illustrious personage, above fifty-seven 
years of whose life were spent in the full view of 
the British nation. Throughout the whole of that 
eventful period hot a single instance was ever ad- 
duced of her having exercised the least influence in 
support of any particular line of politics, - pn in 
promoting the interests of any set. of favourites. 
Faction dtself, . ih the worst of times, - was always- 
dumb in regard to the public conduct of the Queen, 
while to her private virtues universal homage was 
willingly paid. ^ In the discharge of the relative 
duties she stood unrivalled ; and if she -kept up the 
decorum of her. court- with unbending- strictness, 
she did it without prejudice or partiality. Neither 
friendship nor consanguinity, power nor solicitation, 
could obtain a relaxation of the rule which she had 
laid do\yn for the exclusion of improper persons 
from the royal circle. ‘ • 

The great difficulty of observing this law in a 
country where principle must often yield to expe- 
diency, is a proof of the integrity of Her Majesty, 
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■\vho, amidst all the violence of party, maintained 
her stand with undeviating firmness. 

On a similar grounj she formed her household ; 
and being once surroundcd'by persons whose virtue 
she approved, no consideration could prevail upon 
her to abandon them for new connexions. Some 
attempts to this effect were made by a greedy admi- 
nistration; but the resolution of the Queen soon 
compdled tbe meddlers to recede from tbeirpurpose, 
Hencedt was that a train of domestics and attend- 
ahts became grey in the royal service ; so that tlie 
virtues cultivated there spread their influence 'in an 
exemplary maimer, but without ostentation, through- 
out the land. May wc not^ therefore, safely say, 
that next to the decision of the national councils, 
under the blessing of Divine Providence, these 
realms are indebted for their preservation to the 
character of the court? — Certain it is, .that while 
tHs (Steady moral light irradiated Britain, ihe courts 
on the continent, both great and small, exhibited 
a -very different picture ; the consequence of which 
^vas, that when therrcvolutionary volcano exploded, 
they wanted virtue to stem the torrent. It is tra^ 
the retired life of their majesties was sometimes 
reflected upon, as indicative of jpride or parsimoi^, 
butfvery unjustly 5 fomo persons of their supreme 
rank could be more ea^ of 'access, or condescend- 
ing in their manners ; and though a sjilendid life 
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did not comport with their inclination^ they sup- 
ported their establishments with dignity, and were 
constantly exercised in works of benevolence. A 
more magnificent style might, indeed, have at- 
tracted the admiration of the thoughtless, but it 
would neither have conduced to private felicity, 
nor have suited the habits of the people. The 
course which their majesties early adopted, and 
invariably' pursued, secured domestic happiness, 
and general respect), though it could not escape 
the ridicule of fools, and'the censure of the wicked. 

In this choice the King and Queen acted by a 
conjunction of sentiment ; for as their hearts were 
cemented by the purest affection, so they had a 
perfect similarity of taste. Had it been otherwise, 
the difference must have been seen in the course of 
half a century; and as nothing of the kind was 
ever observed, or alleged, it is a proof that the 
mind x>f the sovereign and that of his consort were 
in perfect unison. Such indeed was the harmony 
which subsisted between them, thatit is difficult, in 
the estimation of character, to separate them -from 
each other. Great liveliness of temper distinguished 
both ; and this cheerfulness appeared in the free- 
dom of their conversation, which was -ever ^unre- 
served, except on politics, or where private repu^- 
tation might be affected. . In such cases they al- 
ways observed so strict a silence as to put a complete 
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bar against flatterers and tale-bearers. ' Though' 
doubtless they had their attachments^ and both 
were well acquainted 'with the history of all the 
great families in the kingdom, they made it a point 
never to give cause of olTcnce either to ipublic 
parties-or private individuals. 

How well the Queen,' in particular, bore her 
faculties, by steering clear of national concerns, 
appeared conspicuously when the great question of 
the regency was first agitated. Amidst the uproar 
occasioned by the obscuration of the royalintellect. 
Her Majesty evinced a mind of no ordinary vigour; 
and yet, while she watched wth the most sedulous 
attention over the suspended rights of her husband, 
she intermeddled not with tire public proceedings; 
so as to wound the feelings of her son. This is a 
fact, though a late right reverend biographer has 
asserted the contrary, in a memoir of himself, so full 
of contradictions, that the poison and the antidote 
may commonly be found in the same page. 

Subsequently she has been reflected upon as 
having indulged too great a partiality for the Prince,* 
and they who pretended to have discovered that 
fault, went so far as to .charge Her Majesty with' 
widening a family breach 'which she should have 
healed. > , . ’ ' 

Into the cause of that rupture it would be imper- 
tinent to make any inquiry ; but thus much may 
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>e affirmed,- without any hazard of denial, that if 
jiy>one was injured more than another, it was the 
iueen herself, whose patience underwent many 
evere trials, which as none but Christian fortitude 
ould have borne, so none but a Christian could 
lave forgiven. 

- But the accusation most strongly urged and ex- 
ensively accredited against Her Majesty was that 
)f excessive penuriousness. This allegation was so 
)fiten made^ that at length numbers, wdio .wished 
)therwise were almost afraid that it must be true, 
riie. Queen was not ignorant of this aspersion,' and 
^et she took no, steps to clear herself from it; for 
the .soundest of' all reasons, since, as she observed, 
if -^he .began to. make a parade of benevolence, or 
performed something out of the common course, it 
wpuld-.be said that this was done to remove a stigma, 
or_ to . acquire popularity. She, therefore, very 
judiciously, went on in her usual course, dealing out 
charity libera.lly, but silently, and keeping close to 
her Saviour s precept, Not to let the left hand 
know what the right hand did.” - To this rule, as 
far as could be practised,' she adhered all her life,, 
and nothing hardly ever gave her more uneasiness 
than to have any act of her munificence made 
known to the world. 

Her constant injunction to those who had the 
disposal of her bounty was to keep the quarter from 
whence it came carefully concealed ; and a violation 
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bf this direction \vas the sbre way t6 incilr her dis- 
|)leasure. A lady, Vvho had h6en the bearer of a 
'confeidehiblc laVgess toi distressed family, was afteV- 
Warda asked whether she hiid mentioned the matter 
to any persoA \ attd Oh facing told that only another 
lady high in Her Majesty’s confidencO was made 
acquainted With it, " ‘I'hcn,” said sh6, " thOrO is 
one too many,” ‘ • 'i 

But though shc'cohld hot endOre thb blazoning 
of her good deedfe, she (vas always happy' when her 
almoners exercised their discretion, by giving ‘more 
than their vcrbaheommission apparently auth6rised 
them to bestow, ' ,'j 

" TheSvife' of a labouring mandat Old Windsor, 
With- a large family, ftnd ih great distress, Was 
brought to-bed of twinS; Which being cohifnhnicatod 
to Her Majesty, fehe gave the informant tivcnty 
pounds io be laid oUt for their' benefit. In doing 
this, the person found that tlie sUih vvohldbfe Inade- 
quate to purchase clothing fof all the ■Childre'n, aiid 
to Vedbfetn the ‘poor roansrappaVel ind .tools tVolft 
the pawnbroker’s. ’Relying, h 0 wbVfcr, 6 htheQueeft’^ 
goodness, she Ventured to add ahot*her ’t\Venty 
pounds t6 fhb royal donation; and On'tnakifigite 
report, which she did With some apologies, 'Hot 
Majesty stopped her by expressing thb WaWiest- 
approbatibn of ll^r fcondufct, ahd graciously "^Ving ^ 
that s'tie'tobk^t as^-paftidilar obligation* 

‘ AirpersOhs whb kneW the Qufeen ‘felt the Utmost 
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confidence on approaching her with a narrative of 
woe, because they were not only assured of meeting 
with a willing audience, but of receiving an ample 
contribution. 

In the year 17/9, 'when the Quebec frigate, 
^Captain Farmer, was blown up after an action of 
four hours and a half off Brest, and only seventeen 
persons were saved, the Queen took a tender in- 
terest in the concerns of Mrs. Farmer, for whom, 
and her family, she procured a pension of eight 
hundred a-year. Another instance of her sympa- 
thetic feeling occurred at the same time, and con- 
nected with the same melancholy event. One of 
the'persons saved from the Quebec was Mr. William 
Moore, the master’s mate. But though he was 
taken up alive, he was dreadfully wounded. The 
pitiableness of his case being mentioned to Her 
Majesty by Mr. Ashburner, her silk-mercer, she 
caused her own physician and surgeon to attend 
Mr. Moore, and on his recovery obtained for him 
a lieutenant’s commission; not long after which, 
through the same interest, he rose to the rank of 
master and commander. 

The readiness of the Queen to receive applica- 
tions, and her promptitude to grant substantial 
relief in cases of real distress, will appear from 
another instance. 

One day a female, wholly unknown to Her Ma^ 
jesty, and without being introduced, presented a 

aq 2 
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petition at Windsor, Tlic memorial stated tliat she 
\>as ttie ^udo\v of an ofilccr, and left; with twelve 
children wholly unprovided for. The Queen di- 
rected the strictest inquiries to be made into the 
clmraclcr of the applicant; and the result being 
satisfactory, she took the whole of the children, 
from llic mother, and sent them to school. Some- 
time after, however, the lady married a person in 
opulent circumstances, on which Her Majesty very* 
properly sent back the children, that her bounty 
might be transferred to objects who stood in real 
need of it » 

How ivrongfully the Queen was charged with 
being of a parsimonious disposition, the following 
schedule of her annual payments in works of bene- 


volence will clearly shew. t 

jS. s. d. 

In pensions and allowances to retired servants 

ond other persons, a total sum of. . 4,311 16 0 

To the support of a female charity for needle- 
work, established in Bedfordshire, Her Ma- 
jesty contributed more than fifty years the 

yearly subscription of--------- 500 0 0 

To the I^adies* Association (at Bailbrook f 

House) 100 0 0 

St. Martin’s Charity School 31 10 ^ 0 

Cheltenham ditto 10 10 0 

"Westminster Infiimaiy. 31 10 0 

Infirmarj' for diseases oflbe eyes 52 10 0 

Infirmar}' at Windsor i--'- 10 0 

Queen’s School at Windsor---- 120 0 0 
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Ladies’ School at the same place 21 0 0 

' The Lying-in Society - 25 0 0 

Princess Elizabeth’s School at Old Windsor 5 5 0 

Charity School at the same place 5 0 0 

The Bible Society 10 10 0 

The Benevolent Society 10 10 0 

The Penny Club j an. institution for encou- 
raging economy and frugality in children 
' and servants 11 11 0 


cS 5,^299 2 0 


Besides these stated payments, there were fre- 
quent public suhsci'iptions, casual donations to a 
considerable amount, money laid out in school- 
books for children, and a large distribution of 
clothing, coals, and provisions, among the poor 
every winter. The consequence of all this was, that 
so far from having a balance in her favour at the 
year’s end. Her Majesty generally found that she 
had exceeded her income. Parsimonious persons are 
commonly well acquainted with their pecuniary af- 
fairs, and are very attentive in keeping their accounts. 
This, however, was not the case with the Queen ; 
and it was always more necessary, on the part of 
those who had the management of her concerns, to 
caution her against profuse liberality, than to en- 
, courage an increase of benevolence. While the 
. King retained his faculties, Pfer Majesty was ena- 
bled to exercise her charitable disposition more 
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ividcly, and without much embarrassment, because 
she never failed to meet with a supply for that 
purpo«?c, whenever she stood in need of it; but 
after his illness this source was dried up; and m 
addition to licr own pension-list, she had also the 
private one of His Majesty to discharge out of her 
pocket, unless she chose to abandon the objects 
who bad so long subsisted on the royal bounty. 
This the feeling heart of the Queen could not en- 
dure, and of course for the last seven years her 
c3cpcnditurc was so very heavy, that it is not to be 
wondered she should be incumbered with debts, 
instead of leaving, what a censorious world anti- 
cipated, 'an accumulated hoard. It should also be 
observed that the Queen incurred considerable ex- 
penses by the presents which she was in the habit 
of making to friends and persons whom she wished 
to oblige; and as these gifts were alw’ays new pur- 
chases, Her Majesfy's rule bemg never to part with 
what she bought for hersdf, or bad received in a 
complimentary way front others, it accounts for the 
fectensive wardrobe and Valuable jewels of* which 
she died possessed, and upon which so many invi- 
dious reflections have been made. ' * 

Such was the innate goodness of the Queen/ that 
she rather enoouraged ^an repelled applications 
for her favour ahd bount|^ None were ever suffered 
to pass unnoticed; and^e utmost solicitude Was 
always evinced to pay ea^ attention to all repre- 
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sentationSj whatever might be the quarter from 
whence they proceeded. 

In like manner Her Majesty was always anxious 
to express her sense of attentions shewn, or services 
rendered to her, although the same were performed 
by persons fi’om ■whom she had a right to claim 
them. 

The greatest kindness was uniformly manifested 
to servants of all classes ; and whenever any of them, 
through age or infirmities, were rendered incapable 
of labour, they and their families were certain of 
receiving an adequate support. To do good, and 
diffuse comfort, constituted the chief pleasure of 
Her Majesty, whose active mind continued on the 
alert to the very last jn-devising measures of bene- 
volence. One of her first acts, after taking up her 
residence at Kew, -was to order a list of poor fami- 
lies in that neighbourhood to be made out, and 
suitable clothing provided, according to the num- 
ber of persons in each. This was intended to be 
given to them on her departure to Windsor ; but 
Providence having ordained otherwise for her, the 
royal bounty was bestowed upon the several objects 
shortly after her decease. 

Among the public institutions under the imme- 
diate patronage of Her Majesty, and which for 
many years experienced her benefactions, wore ihc 
Magdalen -Hospital, ,the Asylum for Female Or.- 
phans, the Queen’s Lying-in Hospital, the lloyal 
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Society for the Support of decayed Musicians and 
tlicir Families, the Westminster Hospital and In- 
firmary, the Ladies Society -for educating* and 
employing the Female Poor, and the Royal Infir- 
mary for Hiscascs of the Eyes, 

The Queen was very fond of reading; and her 
libraries at Buckingham House, Windsor Castle, 
and FrogtnoTc, exhibited abundant testimonies of 
her Uiste and judgment in the choicc*of books. 
With the best authors in English, Frcncli, and 
German, she was familiarly acquainted, and from 
many of them she made copious extracts. .,The 
Bible, however, was her chief favourite, and she 
spared no expense in collecting works of approved 
value, which had for their object the elucidation of 
the holy oracles. From these publications she 
made large transcripts; and her manuscript col- 
lections of this description, all in her own hand, 
amount to several volumes. • . ‘i 

Whatever tended to ^ the diffusioTi of religious 
knowledge always met with liberal encouragement 
from Her Majesty, who took great pleasure in the 
company of such persons as applied their talents 
to the confirmation of divine truth, by- defending 
revelation, and clearing up its obscurities. ‘Among 
those who were thus honcaircd, the two venerable 
sages, Bryant and De Lne, were most particularly 
esteemed by the Queen, 'vho often visited the 
former at Cypenham ; and the latter, who enjoyed 
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the situation of reader to Her Majesty above forty- 
years^ addressed a series of letters to her on the 
natural history of the Earth and of Man, which 
were afterwards published in the French language. 

Though Her Majesty did not, like Queen Caro- 
line, set up any pretensions to literature, she was 
an admirer of female genius, and took a pleasure in 
the . company of ladies who had distinguished them- 
selves by their talents and writings. 

One of these was the very ingenious Mrs. Delany, 
the intimate friend of the Duchess-Dowager of 
Portland, and celebrated for her extraordinary ac- 
complishments in embroidery, shell-work, painting, 
and natural history. Ort the death of the duchess- 
dowager, the King, who had frequently conversed • 
with Mrs. Delany, at Bulstrode, was graciously 
pleased to assign her for a summer residence the 
use of a house completely furnished in St. Alban 
Street, Windsor, adjoining to the entrance' of the 
castle ; and, as a farther mark of the royal favour. 
His Majesty conferred upon her a pension of three 
hundred pounds a-year. The manner in which 
this pension was paid added to the gracefulness of 
the gift ; for to prevent the customary deductions, 
the Queen herself, in the kindest, most conde- 
scending, and considerate manner, brought every 
iialf year the bank-notes in her pocket. 



604 


CONCLU9IOK. 


■ In tho memoirs of the lifo of Mr^ Elizabeth 
Carter, so well known for her crmlition,' is the fol- 
lowing anecdote t 

Mrs. Carter had the happiness of reckoning 
among her most intimate and valued friends, Lady 
Charlotte Finch, and her two daughters, Mrs. Field- 
ing and Miss Finch, and Lady Cremomc. - These 
ladies, who saw the Queen frequently, and were 
lionourcd by Her Majesty’s particular regard, had 
probably mentioned to her occasionally ft friend to 
whom thc}' were so warmly attached ; and, indeed, 
Mrs. Carter had had the honour of seeing some of 
tlic princebes in Lody Charlottes apartments more 
than once, fler Majesty was tJiercfore pleased to 
desire that Mrs. Carter should be introduced to 
her by Lady Cremomc ; and in 179U she received 
that distinguished honour at Lord Cremome’s house 
at Chelsea. The Queen had the goodness to enter 
into ponversation with her, with such/ engagmg 
sweetness and condescension,* as to put her very 
soon at her case. ^Thc'^conversation lasted for 
about an hour, and -turned, among other topics, 
npon Oerman ^henituTC. After thftt lime, Hw 
Majesty was pleased often to enquire after 
Mrs. Carter of Lady Charlotte Finch and 'Lady 
Cremomc; and several times did her the honour 
of lending her German books, and of sending her 
Tciy flattering and obliging messages.” 
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' Tlie high opinion: which . Her Majesty ' enter- 
tained of Mrs.' Trimmer and Mrs. Hannah , More 
has been already stated ; and in addition to those 
ladies; it should be observed that Madame d’ Arbi ay, 
Charlotte Smith, He len rM aria William s, and Miss 
Cornelia Knight, were honoured with special marks 
of the royal favour. ’ : \ 

' In her choice of friends, the Queen was particu- 
larly select; blit whenever she formed ah attach* 
ment it became permanent, so -.that the circle of 
her intimates at i;he last consisted almost of persons 
nearly as old as herself. But,, whatever might be 
her private sentiments in. regard to individuals, she 
never riianifested any thing in. the shape. of .-favou- 
ritism; by which prudent course she imaintained 
her own independence of . mind/: and avoided all 
occasion of jealousy in others. ; 

■ Though her late Majesty could, heyer be called 
a beautiful woman, she bad ah agreeableness of 
person which made a strong- impression: upon those 
who: were admitted to . her presence ; and this 
pleasing^ appearance, ,with amuncommon liveliness 
of the visual organs/, continued even when the ih- 
vfirmities of extreme senility, and the encroaching 
ravages of an incurable disease, occasioned her to 
stoop pretty much, and when, in the striking lan- 
guage ofthe royal moralist; she dound the grass- 
hopper to have become a burthen.”. : v / : 
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* The Queen extremely conversable, and very 
correct in her language, ivith little, if any thing, of 
a foreign accent, though she retained to the last a 
fondness for Iicr natuc tongue; nor could any 
person ' j)lcasc tier better than by displaying an 
acquaintance ^\itli German literature. 

Whenever any thing very particular took her fan- 
cy, either in discourse or reading, she never failed to 
make a memorandum of thc.occurrencc, or to mark 
the passage, for farther consideration and enquiry. 
By this practice of taking notes of whut she road, 
her memory became stored with a great variety of 
general knoivicdgcj and thus, there ivcre/eiv sub- 
jects, or even authors of any consequence, that had 
escaped her observation. , 

Till of late years, she amused Jjcrself veiy much 
in drawing, for which she had a fine taste, as she 
ulso had for music ; and Mary, the wit^f JViIliam 
of Orange, could notohavc been fonder of dier 
> lieedlc than the wife of George the Third, . 

She was, through life, fcxcccdmgly industrious ; 
and'one of the prindpal complaints which she made 
in her last illness was the want of employment 
As long as ’health permitted, she had always some 
design .in hand; and when her visitors frequently 
wondered^how she got through so much, the reply 
was, that she never let a single hour pass unoccu- 
pied. But, if the Queen had the carefulness of 
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Martha^ she did not suffer worldly things to engross" 
her thoughts, and to exclude the most important of 
all considerations. ' She managed her’ affairs with' 
discretion ; every pursuit in which she engaged 
had utility for its object. An habitual sense of 
religion sanctified her conduct throughout life, and 
she discharged its several duties with perfect ease 
and uniform consistency. Her piety was neither 
austere nor enthusiastic; but a mild and steady 
principle, which governed her temper, enlivened her 
conversation, and evinced its purity in all her 
actions. Justly it is said by one who knew the 
X^ueen most intimately, that no person could be a 
more exact observer of any promise given, or en- 
gagement contracted ; none more cautious of be- 
traying a secret confided ; none more scrupulous in 
the discrimination of property, or in .claiming any 
thing to which a clear right was not established ; 
and none was more anxious to avoid calling upon 
those about her for any service, or act, which they 
<;ould not conscientiously perform. 

To a Christian spirit like this, death could have 
no terrors ; and hence it was, that though the pas- 
sage out of life was dark and tempestuous, she 
bore the conflict with fortitude, and passed her 
dreary hours in prayer and meditation, the efficacy 
of which appeared in the serenity that beamed upon 
her countenance .as the mortal coil drew mear its 



rONCtUSJDN. 


Cod 

close; nnd xvheh tlic 'vital spark had fled, I6flan 
impressive smile upon the features charactcristic'of 
that joy into Avhich the royal 8Uficrcr,’'like”the 
weather-beaten mariner, had at last entered. " 
After this extinction of n light which had shonq 
upon Britain' nearly sixty years, with -unvaried 
brightness, on example of every practical virtue, it 
might have been expected that the national fefeling 
would have marketl a sense of thc’public loss by 
tometbing more Uian the external garb and formal 
trappings of woe. The funeral of Her-MajeSly 
did indeed excite public curiosity ; “and in several 
pladcs of worship discourses were delivered suit^ 
able to the occasion, some of which were afterwards 
printed ; but even this token of respect was far from 
being general; and in one of the greatest parishes 
within the precincts of the court there was neithfer 
fifervice nor sermon on that day* 

Would, however, that this were the only instance 
of ^ishrspect and ingratitude of which the living 
may justly complain, and at which posterity will 
not fail to wonder. 

All the world now Tenows tbht so far from 

making gold her -hope, and fine gold her confi- 
^ehefc,” the late Queen impoverished herself in 
“^eblingtwt bread Ito the 'hungry, and clothing the 
naked.; in supporting the poor and the fatherless, 
and in causing the widow’s heart to sing for joy.*’ 



COKCLUSWN. 


6o9 

By these good deeds^, tiot casual onei> bdt con- 
stant and extensive, she has left a personal estate 
encumbered with dehts^ for the discharge of \yhich 
painful sacrihces ,hre making on the part of the re- 
presentatives of Her Majesty, certainly honourable 
in the highest degree to themselves, but far other- 
wise. as the case stands in regard to the nation. 
That the personal effects of the Queen,' and, above 
all, the literary collections which, constituted so 
much of the pleasure of her life, should be scattered 
abroad by a public sale, is discreditable in every 
respect;- and particularly so when contrasted with 
the enormous settlerhents that have been made by 
parliament upon absolute strangers, for contingent 
benefits that have been destroyed in the moment 
of expectation, without leaving any thing behind 
but painful remembrance and a heavy expenditure^ 
But this is a sickening reflection, from which we 
turn, to close the memoir of departed excellence 
with the ' consoling , language^ of our great inoral 
poet:-'- V" 

When faith and love, which parted fi’om thee neve^. 

Had ripen’d thy just soul to dwell with God, _ ... 

Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load - - ‘ 

Of death, call’d life, which us fi'oni life doth sever. 

Thy works and alms, and all thy good endeavour 

Stay’d not behind j or in the grave were trod ; 

But a,s Faith; pointed with her golden rod, . 

Followed thee up to joy and bliss for ever. 
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liOrc led them onj nnd Fnitli, who knew them best, 

Thy handmaids clad them o*cr with purple beams 
And nzurc wings, that wp they flew so drest, 

And spake the truth of thcc on glorious themes 
Berore the Judge, who thenceforth bid thee rest, 

And drink thy fill of pure immortal streams. 

Milton. 
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PARTICULARS OF THE LYING-IN-STATE, AND THE 
FUNERAL OBSEQUIES, OF HER LATE MAJESTY, 


.Tuesday, December tbe first, being the day appointed 
for admitting spectators to' the ceremony of lying-in-state, 
all who .were favoured with tickets were desired to be at 
Kew between ten and four o’clock. On entering the 
funeral apartments, the reason of this limitation was irn- 
mediately apparent ; for the house where the Queen 
breathed her last is only an appendage to the palace, and 
was used formerly as a royal nurseiy. Such a habitation, 
therefore, however comfortable it might be, was ill calcu- 
lated for the pomp of state ; and a numerous train of do- 
mestics would only have incommoded the visitors. Yet, 
the rank of the deceased required the observance of some 
formalities ; and though the manager could not produce a 
magnificent appearance, he judiciously contrived to give 
to the scene a solemn effect. 

The entrance was the front door of the palace, from the 
vestibule of which the spectators immediately entered the 
hall of slate. This apartment was entirely clothed with 
Homan draperies of black cloth, and round the sides were 
placed a vast number of double wax lights in silver 
•sconces. 

The coffin was placed on a raised platform, the head 
under a canopied recess, and partially covered with a 
superb black velvet pall lined with white satin, and with 
three escutcheons on each side of it. Near the head was 
placed the coronet, on a rich cushion of crimson velvet, 
bordered with gold fringe, and having a large tassel of 
gold at each corner. On the other side of the royal coffin 
were three large silver candlesticks with wax lights, placed 
on platforms. Under the' canopy at the head were the 
united arms, finely, painted, on a lozenge-shaped hatch- 
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mrnl of wlntc wiln. Ai ihf* ltcn«l of llie cofTin, immc- 
tlnirty Miulfr ihr Imlcluncnu mi ifif C<nmtr*.<-nos\HRcr of 
linrtiiuit. tnlrtl hWk cmpc, ftmt mipportcdb) two 
rniilt'nwn (In each »Mlt»C)r ih«' coflln fni two 

Indite of ilio hrtfchamlMT, teilrtC nt<o; ond nrmmti tlic 
c\holf ft jinrlMmn hun;» with hinck cloth, uithin 
wliich wrrr placnl, ni ench con«*r, two jronien of the 
piwnl, m blnck cloth i!rr'»'e*, will* lh»' rnyn! crown, nnd 
ihf* n,»-e, thiMlr, nn«l ulintnrock* etnhfoulcrVfl in pold and 
>dtrf, on ihr hreaji and on the hick, nnd hiving tlicir 
|viriit.m^ entirely cotcrwl with crnjw. From the mate- 
iiM>m ihr conijwnj jw»«ed on ihrrmph nnolhi r ntvirimcnt, 
fittrtl tip m thr nme Milcnin minncr, with bheW drapery 
nnd »dter rcxincr* . and thmec through tlie p.it<ngM to 
the ^Rnlrn.« at the back of the |vi[ace, and no out into tlic 
catnngi'-nvid by the river. 

\Ve<lnc*<l.iy, ilie »econ<h Wing the di\ otipoinicd for 
the co«»igrini«nt«riho ntortAl rcitmitnof Ihr laic ^lojc^iy 
to ihttr «* kindred du«t,** theroid* to Kew WTre ol nii 
earl) hour erowdnl to cxem wtth |x*niOiw on foot, on 
hnr»elmck, nnd in nil «ort< ol vthlclc^, bostrnmg to view 
the nichnchol) imHre^Ion. The public ofher* were all 
fhut lip, nn<I the riiotrt m the inctrupohv were cloved, 
rxcepi lho*e for tlie file of the necevsanw of life At the 
INctmnge nnd tlie dock* nil bu«mc<» wa» nbpcnded j and 
nil who could nOcinl u were nrravctl m decent mourning. 

At Kew, the hunomry fpiini, stationed nt the palace 
while iIm* rrimini of JIrr iitc Mnjeviv were Jying-in-vtate, 
tunieil out nt nhout hairpn<t seven o’clock. The ofiicers 
nofieirctl with empe scirG nnd fidici: crape was olao 
placid round ihcir cnji«, nnd round the hilts of llicir 
*w oitlv. They remained on duty in the front of the nalacc 
until the royal nmains were removed. At eight oxlock, 
n dewchuiLijt from the ICth Jancers made ilitir apnear- 
nnet, slowly moving along the AFindsor road, and ad- 
vancing towiirdv Kew. They were filntionedin two bodies 
on Kcw-Gn*cn. The road, in the vicinage of tlie palace, 
wa-s iwtrollcd diinng the morning by small parties of the 
same rcgimtnt At Tmlf past eight oMock the hearse des- 
tincil to convey the royni corpse to Wind«or arrived at 
the jvilaco. It was accompanied by fifty undertakers’ 
assistants on liorscback, in deep mourning, with sdkscarf^ 
hat-binds, 6^c. nnd escorted ty a body of lancers. The 
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read, ICcw-grccn, llio ]i:iih-%vayp, and cvciy open ppacc, 
\vas crowded with spectator.-? and carriages. Ala quarter 
after nine o’clock, an additional number of lancers scoured 
the roads, and ])rovented the approach of carriages, cxccjjl 
those belonging to persons who were to take a ))art in the 
solemn ccrciuouY. Soon after, the larger body of hincer.s, 
who had been stationed on Kew-greon, moved towards the 
palace. A part of' them formed oji each side of the road, 
obliging the spectators to Ihll back ])retty close to the 
Thames. The remainder of this body were subdivided 
into two parties : one to precede, ami one to follow the 
hearse. .At ten o’clock the procos.sion was fonnetl, and 
the cavalcade set out at a slow and solemn pace. — The 
proccss,ion having crossed the bridge, slowly tnoved to the 
left, followed by an inctdculablc jmmbcr of jn'r.sons on 
foot, and ati immensity of carriages, by way of Brent- 
ford and lloun.slow, tou’nrds AAMndsnr. Her Bl.aje.sty’s 
private ciirriage.s were filled with the ladies, noblemou, and 
gentlemen, ■?\dio occupied the principal situations in her 
household. 

The procession did not reach Frogmorc until seven 
o’clock in the evening, when it was received by a ctjptain's 
guard of honour, with a slandai’d, M’ho mounted guard 
early in the day, and icniained under arms to receive His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who arrived at four 
o’clock, accompanied by his equerries and Viscount Jo- 
cel5*n. Shortly before the arrival of the Prince Regent, 
the Duke of York arrived at Frogmorc, to dine witli his 
royal brotlier. A j)lain dinner was also provided, quite in 
a private manner, for the cabinet minister.^, and some of 
the principal personages engaged in the procession. The 
Duke of Sussex arrived at Frogmorc at si.x o’clock, after 
having privately dined at Datchet. 

At twenty minutes past seven o’clock in the evening, the 
procession set out from Frogmorc to St. George’s chapel in 
the following order : 

Servants and Grooms of the Royal Family, Prince Regent, 
His Majesty, and Her Majesty, 
each bearing a flambeau. 

Trumpets and kettle drums, mounted, and 
the drums and fifes of the foot guards. 

Knight-Marshal’s Men on foot (with black staves.) 

■R t2 
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The fOachcs of the Iloynl Fnmily, nil led 
by bertant% In d<yn montntnf». 

One Conch dmun hr *\x Orej*; 
another lij «tx fine lilnrk Hor*e«; 

(no drfl'vn by m* Orr)*, 
and three by nix lUy !lor»e«. 

Thtie caniftget l»elnogetl to llin Iloynl !Ii«hne«t the 
t*nncr Ue^mt, the DuVe ofGloucfntcf, nnd rrincc Leo* 
tyild, nnd cimiainetl »t>me of (lie jirlncipnl persotinges be- 
lonpin^ to (he fo)nl hon<r!jo!d. 

Eighty Srrtantn l>elon;:tni; to the junior liranchcs of the 
lloya! Ilmt*e!i<>1d on foot, too by two, 
nil In full motiTnin^, ivith black naves; 
right ICntl Mnohal’n Men, in ihrif red nnd gold uniforms, 
with crape; 

and lw-entT*«lx Ilor'ctnen, in full monming, prcccdetl 
Tmk llcAntr, 

Drawn by right of the Into t^ucen** Hones, 
efnren by her Ilod) Coochmnn. 

One of the King’n Corringcw, drawn by n full set 
of the King’s IllacU Horse*, 
conming the Chief Mourner nnd hi* two Supporter?. 

* Twenty Veomcn of (he Guard in moummjr, 
with panitan* rerened, finnled the Hrartc nnd Corriage. 
One of the King’* Carriages, drawn br six Horses, 
conveying the Train Hearers of tbc Chief Mourner. 
Carriages of the King, drawn by six Hordes, conveying 
their iloyal Highnesses the Dukes of York nnd Su«scx. 
An esc**" rt», i ,u„ 

and ■ • 

Carriages of ' . ^ i ■s 

of tne Hum** oi » ork umi .Jus'^A. 

Carriages of iIjc Queen which attended in 
tlic wrocctsiow frora Ivcw. 

Carriages of his Uoyal Highness the Prince Kegcnt. 
Guard of l-Jinccr* wlurii attended the llcarsc 
to Datcbet Qridge. 

Fool Guards, stationary, every sixth man b(?3ring a 
flambeau, bne<l the procession -from Frogmorc to St. 
George’s Chap**l. 

The whole state part of the procesrion consisted of 
twcnty*thrce carriages, (he greater part of which were 
drnvvni by six horses each. '1 Ttc yeomen of the guard were 
in full mourning, escorting each carriage. 
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At seven o’clock, the bell of the cliapM began to toll, 
tis an intimation that the procession had moved from 
Frogmore ; while the marshals and the persons belonging 
to the Lord Chamberlain’s Office began to call over, and 
to form tho'^e who w'ere to precede the procession into the 
choir. This was managed with great decorum, and £so as 
scarcely to disturb the general silence that reigned through- 
out the arcades of this noble building. The interval till 
eight o’clock was thus occupied ; when the quick moving 
of lights and general bustle discovered through the win- 
dows, announced the arrival of the funeral cavalcade. 
When the procession had reached the south door of St. 
George’s Chapel, the servants and grooms, the trumpets 
and drums, and the knight marshals’ men, filed without 
the door. The royal body was then removed by ten 
yeomen of the guard from the hearse, and placed upon a 
car,^ entirely covered with black velvet, which was then 
drawn on by yeomen of the guard, who worked at its 
handles, but who were concealed from public view by a 
large velvet pall, which was thrown over the coffin, and 
hung down at the sides, so as to cover the men who drew 
the car at each side. At this moment the notes of the 
organ were heard, and the choir entered, each singer 
bearing a lighted taper in his hand, and singing the well- 
known anihem from Croft’s burial-service. The strength 
and completeness of this choral band, at least treble the 
usual number allotted to the cathedral service, and the select 
members of the principal choirs in and near the metro- 
polis, brealdng in upon the silence which before prevailed, 
produced an effect truly solemn and impressive. . The 
procession then entered by the south door of the chapel, 
nearly in the following order : 


* Constructed by Sir William Congreve. On nil former occasions the 
coffin was carried into the church on the shoulders of yeomen of tlie guard : 
but the weight was often found insupportable; and after the interment of 
the Princess Cliarlottc, it was said that one of the bearers had actually died 
of the injuiy he sustained in the performance of this duty. To obviate not 
only a recurrence of tliis injury, but even Uie unpleasdnt interruption which 
the change of bearers to relieve each other necessarily occasions in the 
church, during the performance of the solemn_ceremony, this car was con- 
trived, about five feet in height, and supported by three separate axle- 
trees, which moved two small wheels each. The axles were constructed to 
swing with facility, and make a short turn in a small circle, so as to make 
its evolutions with ease on the platform. 




J’flgr* of (hr I'Annij) Prmce ncgcnl, 

King, nn<l Qncfn. 

II. l\ nmVrtl.rf, f*I(ri^(iiptirr rfl|>fni(icl., U'm. IJnncan, 
nnd Hn!m)*oii, IVir^ jlrmlcmm Uslicrt. 

I^uftrirrh Wnurnioihr Kjn^ nnd ^drcn. 

Vfljjr* «r limiotif (o (hr Kitj^ nnd Quern 
.\|v»dirT*nr*n« IVinei' .Surjj»*<rni fo I’nnee 

n» j;rn(, Kinj;, niitl Qumi. Urgent, Kiri", nnil Queen, 
(’ijntr^nnd Ilcrior«uf Krw nnd M'lmlsor. 
nf llir Pnr} (liarnWr to the Iving nnd Queen. 
Cirnilrmrii l^dnn «!ndtr iWiirw to lue Kjng 
Tlun! Cirnilrnmn lldter lliilv Wniicr to the Queen 
c* . c* . K..... 


S'lr I'l 


V 


• • . , teen 

*• :s Dr.Uailhe 

•• • < : 

* *• King 

?* • \ •chief, 

met to ilic I*nncc Itegent. 

Clrrh, jyiarTlnl, mul Fini Hqueirj to the Prince. 
Qunfter**''In*i{er*GeocmI. yUI^utant General. 

CKrI., Mar" ’ • 

I ■ • I, 

Gcnlleni ' • ’ ' 

to the King and Queen. 

OfTiern of the liucliv of Cornwall. 
Clmmbcrlain to the Grcni 5jte\vanl of Scotland 
Grooms of the Bed Chamber to the King. 
INlastcrorihi. Robes to the King 

PuT^uiTonis 

KingV Fohcilor*Gcncnil and Attomcj.Gcncml. 
Queen’s Solicitor-General and Ailomc} -General. 
Comptroller nnd Treasurer of the King’s Household. 
Heralds. 

Pnvy Pune and Pnvate Secretary to the Pnnee 
Private Sccrotnr) and Treasurer to the lung. 

Z^nJ Chief Baron. 

T-ord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 

Vice Chancellor. 

I\l8Stcr of the Rolls. 
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Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench. 

Lords of the Bed Chamber to tlie Queen. 
Oroom of tlie Stole to the King (Windsor Establishment.) 
yice-Ci)amberlain to the King (Windsor Eslablishmcntj) 

on the right, 

and Master of the Household to the I^^ing, 
and Secretary to the Groom of the Stole 
(Windsor Establishment), on the left. 

Bishop of London, Bishop of Salisbury, Chancellor of 
the Order of the Garter, on the right; and Bishop of Exeter, 
Clerk of the Closet to the King, on the left. 
Heralds. 

The Minister of State of Hanover. 

V Tlie D^uty Earl Marshal. 

His iVIajesty’s Ministers. 

The Archbishop of York. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Norroy King of Arms. 

Captain of Yeomen > Captain of Gentlemen 
of Guards. Pensioners. 

Master of the Hor.se Groom of the Stole 

to the Queen. to the Kang. 

Master of the Hor.se to the Queen. 

Lord Steward of the King’s Household. 

Blaster of the King’s Household on the right, 
and Secretary to Lord Steward on the left. 

Choir of Windsor. 

Prebendaries. 

Dean. 

The Crown of the Queen borne on a black velvet Cushion, 
by Clarenceux King of Arms. 

Supported on the right by the First Gentleman Usher, 
Daily Waiter to the. Queen, . ' 
and on the left by the Second Gentleman Usher, 

• • Daily Waiter to the Queen. 

Secretary to the Lord Chamberlain. 

Lord Chamberlain, King’s Household. 

Garter Principal King of Anns. 

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, on the right ; 
and the First Gentleman Usher Daily Waiter to the King, 

on the left. 

The Lord Chamberlain to the Queen. 
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' , _ , The TIoyai, Body. 

The Pall supported on the right by the Dukes ol New- 
castle, i^Ionirose, nnd 6enuR)rt ; ‘ 
and on the left by the Dukes of Northumberland, Dorset. 
, and St. Albans. 

The Canopy supported 'on each side by five Gentlemen 
of the Privy Chamber. 

The Coffin was covered with a fine Holland Sheet 
and a black Velvet Pall, adorned with ten Escutcheons, 
drawn by ten Yeomen of the Guard, 
tinder a Canopy of black Velvet. 

The Royal Body was rollow-cd by the PniNCe Regent, 
as Ciiicp Mouhner, 

supported by the Marquissos of Buckingham and Win- 
cncster; nnd nttended Iw the blarquisses of Bath, 
Salisbury, Hcadfort, Cfomvvallis, and Camden, 
as train-bearers; 

next followed, as assistants to the Chief Mourner, 

Earl Dclaw'arr, Viscounts Lake and Bulkeley, 

Loids Boston, Amherst, Anlen, Greaves, Longford, 
Beresford, Riters, Grenville, St. Helen’s, Henley, and Hill. 

Princies of the Blood Ro^al. 

Train Be.7rers. 

Tlie Vice-Chamberlain to the Queen, 
blistross of the Robes. 

I>adies of the Bedchamber. 

Keeper of the Robes. 

Women of the Bedchamber to the Queen. 

Maids of Honour. 

Women Attendants on the Queen. 

Ten Gentlemen Pensionei's with their Axes reversed. * 
Forty Yeomen of the Guard with their Partizans reversed. 

As these severally enteied the chapel, the van of the 
procession'moted forwards into the choir; the Windsor 
knights, pages, ushers, and other officers, ranged them- 
seli^s around and on the steps of the altar. The members 
oFthe royal flimify, and those noblemen on whom the order 
of the garter had been tonfenred, stationed themselves in 
their respective .stalls ; the great dignitaries of the chmcli, 
of whom were present the Archbishops of York and Can-* 
terbury, witli the Bishops ofLondon and Salisbury, occu- 
pied their respective places vrithin the choir. The royal 
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body, having been carried to the steps of the altar, was 
placed on the platform prepared to receive it : the pall was 
removed, and the crown and cushion placed on the coffin. 
The Prince Regent, as chief mourner, being seated in a 
chair at the head of the corpse, suiTOunded by his sup- 
porters and train-bearers, standing, the funeral-service 
commenced in the usual manner, as performed in cathe- 
drals, and at the demise of great and illustrious persons. 
The first psalm having been aiaunted by the choir, in the 
same fini^ied manner as the anthem with which the cere- 
mony commenced, the service was read by the Honourable 
Dr. Hobart, Dean of Windsor, in that unaffected and 
impressive manner which is required by this sublime 
portion of our rubric. At the end of the ffrst part, the 
celebrated anthem by Kent, “ Hear my Prayer,” was in- 
troduced, and executed in a very finished manner. The 
body of Her Majesty was then let down into the vault 
prepared for it, and the solemnity was closed in the man- 
ner usual on these- occasions, by the venerable Sir Isaac 
Heard, who pronounced in a distinct voice, and standing 
near the grave, the style and titles of Her late Majesty. 
As the mourners and attendants on this striking ceremony 
began slowly to separate, and to quit the chapel, the notes 
■ of the organ again filled the edifice, and produced at once 
the richest and most soothing effect. The numerous com- 
pany separated without the least disorder or inconve- 
nience ; and in a few minutes after the obsequies of Her 
late Majesty had closed, no vestige remained of the solemn 
pageantry which had just passed before the eyes of the 
spectators. The royal chief mourner was magnificently 
attired in a large mourning cloak, decorated with a bril- 
liant embossed star. Above this appeared first the splen- 
did collar of the order of the garter, the collar of the Bath, 
the collar of the golden fleece, and the collar of the royal 
Hanoverian Guelplijic order. His royal highness appeared 
much dejected, and at one time sobbed aloud. The dis- 
tinguished personages ' who were present at this solemn 
scene, deeply sympathized in this afflicting trial of filial 
affection ; and the public demeanour throughout the 
whole ceremony evinced a general esteem for the unosr 
tentatious benevolence, genuine virtues, and correct ex- 
ample which are now extinguished in the grave. During 
the funeral service, the royal chief mourner alone was 
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seated. Loid Liverpool carried tlie sword of state before 
his royal highneas. The Prince withdrew from the sad 
scene, accompanied by the Dttkes of York and Sussex, 
the Dukes of -Monlrose, ^Beaufort,, and iNewcastle, at 
twenty-five minutes before ten. 

Two Persian princes were amongst the spectators in the 
organ-loft. Tlie)^ were particularly remarked for the sor- 
rowful interest with which they contemplated the awful 
scene, and also by the richness and singularity of their cos- 
tume. , 

Of Ills Majesty’s ministers, the following were present : 
Lords Liverpool andSidmouih; the Lord Privy Seal, the 
Ixird President, the Uiglit Honourable C. Bathurst, 
G. Canning, and W. W Pole. ‘ 

The appearance of the metropolis ^vas nearly similar to 
that of a aunday. At several churches discourses were 
delivered suitable to the occasion. The sessions at the 
Old Bailey were opened wioyonurf, but out of respect to 
the day, were immediately adjourned. Tlie great bell of 
St, Paul’s tolled at intervals up to the period of interment, , 
w bicli was announced by the nring of tlie Tower and Parle 
guns. As far as we have learned, the day was observed 
with equal respect in the country. The royal standard 
was hoisted half-mast high, on board the men of vvai m 
commission at the several out-ports ; and each sliip ftred 
thirty minute guns. The same ceremonies, were observed 
ot all the garrisons tliroughout the united kingdom.^ ^ 
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THE WILL OP HER INIAJESTY. 


This is the last Will and Testament of me, CHAR- 
-LOTTEj Queen of the uhited kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

1 direct' all my debts, the probate of my Will, and tes- 
tatnentai'y legacies and annuities, to be paid out of my 
personal property, or out of the value arising from the sale 
of the personals, if there should not at the period of my 
death be a sufficient sum in my treasui-y to provide for 
such legacies and annuities. 

My property consists of a real estate in New Windsor, 
called the Lower Lodge, and of personals of various de- 
scriptions, those of chief value being the jewels in the care 
and custody of ( ), or deposited ( ). 

These jewels are classed as follows : 

First. — Those which the King bought for fifty thousand 
pounds, in the year , and gave to me. 

Secondly. — Those presentea to me by the Nabob of' 
Arcot. 

Thirdly. — Those purchased by myself at various periods, 
or being presents made to me on birth-days and other 
occasions. 

In the event of the King, my beloved husband, surviving 
me, and if it shall please the Almighty to relieve him 
from tlie dreadfid malady with whicli he is at present 
afflicted, I give and bequeath to. him the jewels which His 
Majesty purchased for the .sum of fifty thousand pounds, 
and gave to me as beforesaid ; but if the King should not 
survive me, or if he should unfortunately not, previously 
to his death, be restored to a sound state of mind, then, 
and in that case only, 1 give and bequeath the said jewels 
to the House of Hanover, to be settled upon it, and con- 
sidered as an heir loom, in the direct line of succession of 
that house, as established by the laws and constitution of 
the House of Hanover. 

. My eldest daughter, the Queen-Dowager of Wirtem- 
berg, having been so long established in Germany, and 
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being so limply provided for in all respects, 1 give and 
bequeath the jewels received from the Nabob of Arcot to 
iny four remaining daughters, or lo the survivors or sur- 
vivor, in case either or any ’of them should die before me ; 
and 1 direct that these jewels shall be sold, and that the 
]jroducc, subject to the charge* and exceptions provided 
for in tho lirst item of this my last Will and Testament, 
shall be divided among them, 'my said four remaining 
-daughters, hr the fiunivors, share and share alike. ' “ 

I give and bequeath my remaining jewels to my four 
younger daughters aforesaid, or in the event of either or 
any of them dying before me, to the survivors, to be 
divided in equal bharcs between them, according to a valua- 
tion, to be made under the direction of my executoR, to 
be hereafter named. 

The house and garden at Frngmore, and the Sfiawe 
estate, having been granted by act of parliament of 1807 
to rae, my Oxecutors, odministmtors, and assigns, for the 
term of ninety-nine years, if 1 and my four daughters 
residing in England, should so long live, I conceive that 
these estates being so vested in me, 1 may dispose of them 
by will, or by any other deed in writing, and in any man- 
ner I may think proper. / 

1 theiefore give and beque^ my right and property in 
the lease and grant of the aforesaid estates of Frogmore 
and Shawe, uith Uie several buildings therpon, to roy 
eldest unmarried daughter, Augusta-Sopliia ; but as the 
expense of keeping it up may prove too considerable 'for 
her means, it is my earnest desire and wish, and my will 
and pleasure, tlial the possession of the said bouse and 

... . , . p \ ■’ 

!*■ . ' ! '''. x:': ■■ ■■ *» 

lease, and of the right and the properly arising from tiie pai- 
liaraentary grant, and from Uiis my disposal of this pro- 
perty. It is also my earnest desire and hope, that in the 
valuation of such nght and property, due attention may 
be paid to the improved state of the house and grounds, 
and of the estates, and to their value as now established* 
In this expression of my wish and desire, as to die diswsal 
of the house and grounds at Frogmore, and of the Shawe 
estate, 1 am anxious that it should be clearly understood, 
that my ofcyect is that my daughter Augusta ^ould receive 
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in money tlie full value of that property, estimated accord- 
ing to ray lease of it,- and the parliamentary grant, and 
with a due consideration to the improvements made, whe- 
ther it shall please my beloved son, the Prince Regent, to 
reserve the possession of the said house and grounds, and 
estate, as an appendage to Windsor Castle, or to autho- 
rise any other* disposal of them ; and provided also that 
the arrangement by whicli the payment of the amount of 
such valuation is sccm'cd'to ray said daughter Augustar 
Sophia, shall preclude any appropriation of the said house, 
and grounds, and estate, winch sliall be directed or autho- 
rised, towards giving due and sufficient effect to this my 
last Will, in respect to the same. 

I further give and bequeath the fixtures, the articles of 
common household furniture, and the live and dead stock 
within the said house at Frogmore, or on the said estate, 
to my said daughter Augusta-Sophia. 

I give and bequeath my real estate in New Windsor, 
purchased of the late Duke of St. Albans, as specified in 
the abstract of deeds annexed to this my last Will and 
Testament, now commonly called the Lower Lodge, and 
its ^pendages and appurtenances, to my youngest daugh- 
ter Sophia. ■ ' 

I give and bequeath my books, plate, house-linen, 

, china, pictures, drawings, prints, all articles of ornamental 
furniture, and all other valuables and personals, to be 
divided in equal shares, according -to .a distvibvition and 
' valuation to be made under the direction of my executors, 
among , my four younger daughters aforesaid, saving and 
excepting such articles as shall be specified herein after, 
or in a codicil to this my last Will and Testament, oi' in 
a list annexed to it. . . . 

Having brought from’ Mecklenburg various property, as 
specified in the list No. .annexed to this my last Will 
■ and Testament, it is my wish and desire, and my last will 
and pleasure, - that such property- should revert to the 
House of Meckfenburgh-Streiitz ; and I direct that it shall 

be. sent back to the senior branch' of that House. 

' I give and bequeath, -as specified in the list No. 'z, 
•annexed to tins* my last Will and Testament, to be paid 
out of the value of my personal property, within six months 
after my death. ' ‘ • -r j a j 

1 nominate and appoint Charles- George Lord Arden 
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nnd 1\I. Gen. Herbert Taylor, to be trustees j 

E - Iicrcm bequeathed to my daughters Elij 
/, which property is licreby left to them ir 
of any husbands they have, or may have, for 
benefit and use, and for which their receipts 
full disclmrgc to the said trustees. 

I nominate nnd apjmint Charlcs-Geoige Ix 
nnd M. Gen. Herbert Tajlor, to be cswcutors t 
AVill ; and I do hereby declare this to be my last 
Testament. 

In witness whereof I, the said Charlotte, Qu 
United Kingdoms of Great Britain and Irel 
to this, my lost Will and Testament, set my 1 
Seal this sixteenth day of November, in the je 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
. (Signed) t 

CHARLOTTE R. 

Signed, scaled, published, and declared, by 
the said Charlotte, Queen of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 
as nnd for her last Will nnd Testament, 
in the presence ofu«,who, in her presence, 
and at her desire, nnd in the presence of 
eacii other, have hereunto subscribed our 
names as witnesses hereof. 

(Signed) H. TAYLOR, 

® FR. hllLMAN, 

. HENRY HALl 


The blanks in the Will Avere occasioned by the 
immediate recollection on the part of .the testate 
the bands or places where the property mentioned 
posited. Thus aNo it happens, that no such lists 
Slated by Her Majesty could afieiwards be found 
most diligent search, on which account the e: 
found thera«^Ivc5 necessitated to make a joint affi' 
that clTect in the Commons, as follows : 
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Appeared personally tire Xliglit Honorable 'Charles- 
George Lord. Arden, and Herbert Taylor, of Windsor, 
in the county of Berks, Esquire, and being duly sworn ta 
depose the truth, made oath that they are the executors 
named in the last Will and Testament of Her Most Ex- 
cellent Majesty Charlotte, Queen of the United Kingdoms 
of Great Britain and Ireland, deceased, bearing date the 
36th day of November, 1818. And the appearer Herbert 
Taylor for himself saith, that immediately after the exe- 
cution of the said Will by her said Most Excellent 
Majesty, it was delivered to him for safe custody, and he 
thereupon sealed up the same in the presence of her said 
Majesty in an envelope from which it had been taken, 
for the purpose of being executed as aforesaid ; and the 
said Will remained so sealed up in his possession until 
the death of Her said Majesty, which happened on Tuesday 
the 17th day of November, 1818. And both the appearers 
for themselves say that on the following day, to wit, the 
18th day of the said month of November, the said Will 
was opened and read by them. And they then observed 
the following clause in the seventh page of the said Will, 
viz. “ Having brought from Mecklenburg various property, 
“ as specified in the list No. 1, annexed to this my last 
“ Will and Testament, it is my wish and desire, and my 
last will and pleasure, that such property shall revert to 
the House of Mecldenburg-Strelitz ; and I direct that 
it shall be sent back to the senior branch of that 
“ House. — I give and bequeath, as specified in the list 
No. 2, annexed to this my last Will and Testament, to 
be paid out of the value of my personal property within 
“ six months after my death.” 

And they further made oath, that no list of propevty as 
stated to be annexed to the said W^ill uiider the mai’k 
No. 1, or any list of request also stated to be annexed 
under the mark No. 2, were found annexed to - Ore said 
Will, or contained in the envelope in which the said 
Will was inclosed as aforesaid. , 

And the appearers further make oath and say, tlia i > 
have carefully looked over and inspected the i 

by Her said Most Excellent Ma-jesty, and that no 
lists as those referred to in the said clauses have 
covered or found by them, or either of ^ qjsts 
verily and in their consciences believe tha 
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■were ever prepared by Her said l^Iajcsty, and tliat she 
” ’ ■ * *• ^amc, though it is within the 

* ■ erbert Taylor, that Her said 
'ntion to prepare the lists at 
. under the marks No. I and 
No. $, and to have annexed them to the said Will, so aJ 
to have formed part thereof 

(Signed) ARDEN, 

H. TAYLOR 

The eighth day of Januar^^ ‘ISID, the said 
Riglit Honourable CharIes*George Lord 
Araen, and Herbert Taylor, Esq. were 
duly sworn to the irutli of this affidavit. 

Before me, ' 

(Signed) S. B. BURNABY, Surrogate. 
Present— ILTED NICHOLL, Not. Pub 


It should be here observed that the value of the personal 
property sworn to in the probate was under one hundrec 
and forty thousand pounds; that in consequence of tht 
verbal espression of the Queen's intentions, a very fine sei 
of garnets |ind briliiants has been considered as a legacy 
to her eldest daughter, the Queen Dowager of Wiriem 
berg, and sent to ilieir sister by the princesses here ; anc 
that the whole of the wardrobe made and unmade ha- 
been given by their royal highnesses to Her Majesty’' 
attached and raithful attendant IMrs. Beckendorff, 


EKRATA. 

Pfl^29, 1. for read *• ulnetceDlh.*’ 

65, 1. 1, Insome copies, for ** period,*’ read fallacious." 

169, Miss Chadleigh was maid of honour (o the Princess* Dowsfcr of 
Wales, nod not (o the Qneen. 

183, 1. 19, for “ Latheman," read” Lutheran." 

S57, 1. 22, for •* iflppen,” read ** inpper-money.” 


THE END. 


B. Clarke, Printer, Well Street, Landon. 



